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TheRabbi’sCorner
If you have taken a look at the calendar at the end of this
month, you would have noticed an interesting confluence
of holidays in a row – Thursday the 25th we will celebrate
Thanksgiving, the Friday after is black Friday but also begins
Shabbat, and as soon as Shabbat is over on Saturday night the
27th, we will light the first Chanukkah candle to usher in the
first day of Chanukkah on Sunday the 28th of November.
Rabbi Matthew J.
Zerwekh

Fri. November 5, 2021
Erev Shabbat Service
7:00PM
Sat. November 6, 2021
Morning Service
10:30AM
Fri. November 12, 2021
Erev Shabbat Veterans Service
7:00PM
Sat. November 13, 2021
Morning Service
10:30AM
Fri. November 19, 2021
Erev Shabbat Service
7:00PM
Sat. November 20, 2021
Morning Service
10:30AM

Much like the infamous Chanukkah of 2013 when the first
night of Chanukkah coincided with Thanksgiving, we are encountering an interesting intersection of a secular American holiday and our Jewish holidays. “Way back”
when those two holidays coincided, there were some creative folks who found ways
to integrate the two observances – for example creating the Menurkey, a Chanukah
menorah that was shaped like a Turkey, or making a place in the Thanksgiving meal
for latkes.

This year, while Chanukkah doesn’t fall quite as early as it did in 2013, we are presented with an interesting opportunity to integrate our holiday observances and to
think, hopefully, more broadly about what we do to honor these times of our year.
At the core, on both Thanksgiving and Chanukah we are invited to find gratitude.
On Thanksgiving we give thanks for what has brought us to another year and another chance to be together and for the people with whom we share our Thanksgiving observance. On Chanukkah we give thanks and honor the miracle of light
and the resilience of the Jewish people in the face of oppression and hostility.
This year we are well aware that there are those around us who are finding it
difficult to find gratitude – loved ones taken by illness, an economy that is still
recovering from the effects of the pandemic, a world still grappling with the
pandemic, a country divided by crass politicking and misinformation… There is
brokenness in our world that is right in front of us to see and as it is written in
our siddur “It is hard to sing of oneness when the world is not complete”.

This year in addition to the gratitude we can find and experience, let’s use
the gratitude of Thanksgiving and the light of Chanukah to help to bring light
and thanks to the world around us. We can help provide help to a family that
can’t afford a Thanksgiving meal, or provide a place for someone in need of
a friendly place to celebrate. We can help a family that can’t afford presents
Sat. November 27, 2021
to make this Chanukkah memorable for their children. We can go out of our
10:30AM Service
7:00PM Chanukah Candle Lighting Begins way to express gratitude and care to folks we encounter during our week.
Fri. November 26, 2021
Erev Shabbat Service
7:00PM

This year we have three big days worthy of celebration in a row – how
lucky we are to be given such reasons for joy. Let’s seize these opportunities to bring joy, gratitude and light to the world around us.

זיכרונם לברכה

YARTZEITS
Oct 31-Nov 6
Arthur Abt
*Herman Band
Ralph Benach
*Theordore Birnkrant
Anneke Kooistra Burke
Stanley Chmura
*Dorothy Band Cooperman
Frances Driker
Myer Elfond
Harold N. Finney
George Fisher
Rhoda Friedman
Ellen Geffen
Jennie Glass
Rebecca Goldberg
Marilyn Price Gonte
Bernard Gordon
Max Guyer
Samuel Jospey
Sender Klaper
Rose Klaper
*Abraham Krosnick
Joseph Lash
*Irvin Levine (LaVine)
*Charlotte Levitan
*David Lichtenstein
Charles Mandell
Rochelle Markle
Harry Michelson
Eleanor Millis
Donald Nurenberg
Nathan Sahn
Charles Salicoff
Leon I. Schafer
Dr. Adolph Schmier
Jeffrey Snyder
Edward Sorkin
Sol Sorkin
Joseph Steingold
Michelle Sturman
*Ben Sucher
Carole Weiner
Harold Weiskopf
Nov 7-13
Joan Applefield
Nathan Barbas
Sally Berman
Harry Burke
Peter Castronova
Ernestine Stella Chomet
Frances Cutler
Tillye Dershowitz
Lawrence Docks
Leonard Edelman
Roland ""Ronnie"" Edwards
*Albert Eisenberg
*Blanche Engelberg
Charlotte Engelson
Sarah Englander
Abraham Ettenson
Philip P. Fealk

-2-

Irma Elfond Fennell
Jeanette Fershtman
*Sarah Fisher
Evelyn Fynke
Samuel Galea
*Herman Grand
Benjamin Harris
Florence Heller
Barbara Herman
Leonard Horton
Eli Kaplan
George Kayes
Rhoda Lachar
Helen Levine
*Marilyn Sasan Matenky
*Dorothy Modell
A. Morris Nisenson
Blanche Pittman
*Elizabeth (Betty) Prady
William Rattner
*Harriet Rich
Fara Riche
Benjamin Rosenthal
*Sandra L. Samuels
Walter Schmier
Charles Arthur Shartsis
Ida Herman Siebenwirth
Herman Silver
*Gertrude Smaltz
Murray Sobolov
Gloria Stacey
*Donald Thal
*Brenda Vinton
Nov 14-20
Hyman Abrams
Ernest Barron
Louis Berman
*Joseph Cohn
Harry Colburn
Anna Cooper
Sylvia Cooperman Hyman
Laura Diamond
Ida Ettenson
Lois Falk
Dr. Paul Feldman
Irma Elfond Fennell
Sandra Freedman
*Shirley Friedman
Elsie Gelman
*Samuel Goldberg
Phillip Goldstein
Abe Gordon
*Mae J. Grossman
Lee Gulick
Frances Kaczander
Sheryl Kahn
Fanny Katzman
*Mary Frances Klein
Phillip Leon
*Rachel Chertoff Levine
Ellsworth Levine
*Shirlie Rhoda Levy
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Rick Melamed
*Saul Modell
*Fannie Newhouse
Murray Novick
Adell Ozrovitz
*Daniel Patt
*Dr. Bernard Plotkin
Fannie Potashnik
Max Reder
*Aaron Rosenbaum
*Abbie Rothnagel
Sidney Sacks
*Irving Sacks
Grace Shapiro
Sarah Shapiro
*David M. Sidder
Jan Sidorski
Sam Silberman
*Martin Spiegel
Dora Stolzenberg
*Ethel Bocolor Tushman
*Julian Unger
*Erwin R. Wile
Mildred Wynbrandt
*Louis Zalk
Sylvia Zeff
Leah Zucker
Harry Zucker
Nov 21-27
Elise Adler
*Hope Aiken
Mary Bieman
*Edith Bloomgarden
"Clifford "Cliff" Brownlee
*Havis Frank
Lena Friedman
Edward Girson
Joseph Goodman
Ethel Green
Tessie Horowitz
Neil Kleiman
Phyllis Kolko
Samuel Kosoglad
Mary Kutlov
*Jean Ann Layne
*Nathan Lurie
*Louis Malkin
Sara Mazer
*Alfred Meisner
*Yetta Metz
Bernard Meyers
Harold "Hal" Miller
Julianne Silverstein Vinik
Frank Singer

Zichronam livracha
may their memories
be for blessing

*Anna Smith
Joseph Stralser
*Helen Swidler
*Samuel Tushman
Sylvia Vulcan
Ann Wallach
Becky Warfel
Alfred Weiner
*Louis Weinstein
*Anna Zelickson

Nov 28-Dec 4
Pearl Barbas
Victoria Ben Moshe
Samuel H. Birnkrant
*Theodore Birnkrant
Stella Cole
*Anne Coleman
Ida Damraur
Annette Deitsch
Dorothy Diamond
David Drasnin
Bernard Fowler
Joey Gangola
Celia Glinter
Sylvia Golds
Alexander Gothelf
Samuel Grundfest
Mitchell Gubkin
*Otto Hyman
Dr. Martin Jacobs
Lottie James
*Max Kalik
Fern Niman Keats
*Daniel Kellerman
Leonard Kosoglad
*Eugene H. Lastar
Nancy McLernon
Leo Oliva
Geraldine Oliva
Irving Onickel
Morris Order
*Betty Owen
Lillian Padover
*Eleanor E. Poplack
*Becky Portnoy
*Samuel Rubin
Martin Schmalberg
*Bertha Schwartz
*Helen Schwartz
Jeanette Serlin
*Ruth Starman Siegan
Mary Weise
*Morton Wolin
Abraham Zeidman

*A light will be lit on our Memorial Board. If you wish to memorialize your
loved ones in a special way, consider purchasing a memorial plaque to be
displayed in our Anne Jospey Sanctuary.
Each year, on the anniversary of their death, it will be lit as a remembrance.
Contact the Temple office at 248-967-4020 to make arrangements for this
eternal memory of your loved one.
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NOVEMBER 2021 CELEBRATIONS
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Matthew & Sharon Abramsky
Kimberly & Stacy Conwell-Leigh
Joshua & Mallory Frank
Franklin & Lois Greenberg
Eric & Julie Greenberg
Dana & Elizabeth Gulick

Brandon & Gabrielle Jarvis
Harold & Kelly Onickel
Robert & Joan Rosen
Howard & Ruth Sherman
Daniel & Elayne Steinhardt
Matthew & Mayim Zerwekh

MAZEL TOV

To Lexi Gross, daughter of Chris & Rob Gross on her
October 9th Bat Mitzvah

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Brody Itenberg
Henry Petts
William Rickli
Ari Salomon
Derek Waldron
Isaac Worrall
NEW MEMBERS

Greg & Sara Edson
Omer & Michal Burshtein

IN MEMORIAM

Ken Rich, October 1st

Lola Lane, October 10th
Larry Howard, brother-in-law of Faith Robinson-Renner &
Deb Renner, October 16th

CommunityGarden@Temple
Community Relief Garden
Our warmer-than-normal fall has produced an abundance of jalapeno, shishito peppers and green beans; crops that
love hot weather. The luffa gourds are showing lots of promise as they are a challenging crop that requires a long
and hot growing season. The gourds will be harvested soon, and will be dried and peeled. More on these results
next month!
Holy basil, also known as Tulsi, is ready to harvest and dry for tea in the winter. This is a beautiful aromatic herb
with many health benefits as well as an excellent pollinator plant. This year's garden has been extremely productive,
thanks to our amazing group of volunteers who helped all season – some veterans and some new people!
Our Hazon Seal of Sustainability grant fund will help with much-needed repairs to the garden beds. In addition,
we are collaborating with our Yachad Religious School to give us more volunteer power. Working with Yachad will
provide a newer purpose to teach our children about nature, food, the web of life, organic gardening skills, Jewish
connections, and so much more.
Fall cleanup continues, and garlic planting will culminate the season in early November. To learn more or to volunteer, please contact Judy Front, frontj@att.net for details.
See you in the garden!

Contact Judy Front, frontj@att.net for more information
TEMPLE EMANU-EL: WHERE YOU BELONG • 248-967-4020
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YACHADReligiousSchool

Temple Emanu-El | Congregation Beth Shalom

Temple
Emanu-El

where everybody knows your name

where you belong

There’s a Blessing for That!
“If you concentrate on finding whatever is good in every situation, you will discover that your life will suddenly
be filled with gratitude, a feeling that nurtures the soul.”
-Rabbi Harold Kushner
Our school year has begun, and with it have come many challenges: the juggling of schedules; the
business of preparing spaces and lessons; the stress of following the many COVID safety protocols.
But, what we learn from Rabbi Kushner is what you see depends on how you are concentrating on it…
We are blessed to be back in person to hear the voices of our students in the classrooms, hallways, sanctuary and
outdoors. We are excited to connect students to Judaism. We are thrilled to bring our Yachad community together!
In Hebrew, gratitude is called Hakarat Ha’Tov – Noticing the Good. To accomplish this, the Talmud states that each
person should strive to recite 100 blessings each day. By seeing the good we can change our mindsets and become
even closer to God.
What are you thankful for? There’s a blessing for that!
Gratefully,

Gail
Try this at home! Each week at Yachad we recite the Birchot HaShachar- Morning Blessings- and add our own
gratitude thoughts. Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam, who…..

Giving to Others
Our Yachad 5th graders are thinking about
ways to repair the world and are asking the
community to help! This month’s mitzvah
is helping the hungry. Bring a can or two
of food to temple and put it in our Chaveet
collection barrel. Food will be donated to
those in need.
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Save the Date: Hanukkah Homecoming Weekend
December 3-5, 2021
A Great Miracle is Happening in a Jewish Community Near You!
Join a worldwide "open house" of Jewish communities inviting you to
celebrate Hanukkah onsite and online. More information to come!
NOVEMBER 2021 • KISLEV 5782

A Special Film Concert!

"Beautiful Music Together"
Works by Mozart and Prokofiev
Join us Sunday, the 7th of November 1:30 pm
Temple Emanu-El's
Music Committee
Zoom Cafe Series

Featuring
Violin Duo

Gabe and Steffani Kitayama Bolkosky

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
The cost of a memorial plaque in the Anne
Jospey Sanctuary is $550. Should you wish to
purchase a plaque in memory of a loved one,
please contact Barbara in the administrative
office. Purchasing a permanent memorial
plaque entitles you to receive annual yahrzeit
notices as long as we have a current mailing
address for you or your family’s representative.
Contact Barbara or the office at 248-967-4020 to
purchase a plaque in memory of a loved one.
TREE OF LIFE
An engraved leaf or stone on the Tree of Life
in the Rosen Foyer is a beautiful way to honor
loved ones or commemorate special events.
Leaves are $250 each. Stones are $1,250 each.
For more information, please contact Barbara in
the office at (248) 967-4020.

Gabe and Steffani Kitayama Bolkosky have been married for four years now. Along
with performing and teaching across the country, they have pioneered a new method
of online chamber music with workshops that are ongoing. As a duo and members of
the Bayberry String Quartet, Gabe and Steffani seek to bring music to the world
through concerts in neighborhood locales.
They reside in Ann Arbor, Michigan where they teach a studio of 25 students.
Gabe was born and raised in Oak Park and his sister was married at
Temple Emanu-El.

Gabe will be present throughout this Zoom presentation as he
introduces his and Steffani’s music. He will also preside over a
question and answer session following the film concert.
Learn more about Gabe & Stephanie at the links below.

Do you shop at Kroger? Use Kroger
Community Rewards to help Temple.
To sign up – Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com, click on Savings and Rewards and
select Kroger Community Rewards.
Click View Details box under “I’m a customer
and want to enroll in community rewards,”and
you can enter GP708 or Temple Emanu-El to
complete. Questions – KCR18@kroger.com

Zoom@Temple
Please continue
to stay connected.
If you need any assistance
with Zoom, please contact
the office at 248-967-4020.
TEMPLE EMANU-EL: WHERE YOU BELONG • 248-967-4020
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SocialAction@Temple
THE SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE WISHES YOU WELL!
We invite you to peruse some projects, books, and planet tips:
LIGHT ONE CANDLE – In 2021, Chanukah comes early. It is from November
28-December 6. Temple Emanu-El, through the Social Action Committee, will
be collecting gift cards to donate to Jewish Family Service for the families with
whom they work. Last year, with COVID-19, the gift card donations worked out
to be a safer and better way to provide gifts to those in need. Please participate
in this worthwhile project by submitting a gift card(s) to the Temple office before
November 12th. A special thank you to all those who help with this endeavor.
SAMARITAS – This wonderful organization has committed to resettling,
in Michigan, 350 Afghan women, children, men – families like yours. Per
Samaratias, “This humanitarian crisis is an opportunity to join together and
respond loudly to help those who kept our troops safe, rebuild their lives, and
make a new beginning.” The Samaratias Network goal is to raise $430,000.00
to provide housing, support, and basic needs for these Afghan refugees for at
least four months. For more information, contact Sandy Goldberg, Lynn Hollins
or Samaritas.org.
DANNY FENSTER – We continue to keep the journalist Danny Fenster
and his family in our thoughts and prayers and hope Danny is given a speedy
release.
SAVE THE PLANET TIPS
Climate change is a real and viable threat to our planet. Change begins with us.
We can:
•

Travel less, fly less and save on gas and pollution;

•

Educate ourselves and others on how to reduce our footprint;

•

End plastic usage and look for re-usable sources; reduce reuse and recycle;

•

Incorporate less meat and add more vegetarian meals to our diets;

•

Re-use gift wrapping or use scrap fabric.

The Social Action Committee hopes you
will participate in the different projects we
are working on. If you would like to be
a part of any one or all of these projects,
please contact our co-chairs, Sandy
Goldberg at (248) 396-5072/
sandragoldberg@yahoo.com or Lynn
Hollins at (702) 701-4414/
hollinscreative@gmail.com.
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Lexi Gross was called to the Torah on Saturday
October 9, 2021. Celebrating with Lexi were
her proud parents Chris and Rob Gross, siblings
Jessica, Jake, and Lily Gross, and grandparents
Bob and Peggy Kutscher and Esther and Ronald
Gross. Lexi is a 7th grade student at Norup
Middle School. Lexi plays on the Norup/
Anderson tennis team and volunteers for the
City of Huntington Woods Parks and Recreation
Department during the summer.
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FromRabbiKlein
The Parting of the Ways: Judaism and Early Christianity, 2nd - 5th C
Beginning with the transformation of the Jewish Jesus Movement into the Early Church that will become
Christianity, this course will explore the geo-political and religious factors that ultimately resulted in “The
Parting of the Ways” between the sister-faiths of Rabbinic Judaism and Christianity.  Using Early Church and
Rabbinic sources, the course will highlight how each community saw itself in relation to the other.
Syllabus:
I.   The Early Church:
     Theological Challenges

Wednesdays in November.
Class starts at 7pm; no class on 11/24.

     The Problem of the Jews
     The "End of Days"
II. The Intramural Debate: Debating True Belief
III. The Intermural Debate: What About the Jews?
IV. The Jewish Response in Rabbinic Literature
V. The Bad Times: Ecclesia vs. Synagoga
VI. The Better Times: Nostra Aetate and Dabru Emet

TempleActionGroup
Greetings from the L’Chayim Temple Action Group – a community within the Temple community – dedicated to climate mitigation and adaptation.
Two decades ago, when I, Jon Kabbe, converted to Judaism, I was surprised to be handed a Torah on the bimah that day, which I carried against my left
shoulder. It was heavier than I anticipated, and I had the sense that the entire Jewish past, and its future, was resting on my shoulder. I was filled with a heavy
sense of responsibility to life.
I now carry a heavy sense of sadness due to climate change. It’s everywhere and it feels oppressive, unlike Torah. Torah infuses us with the tradition of loving
this world, and with wisdom for being David against the challenge of Goliath. We have our work cut out to achieve the IPCC goal of 50% reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, and we need all the help we can get, including Torah and our traditions. I’ve come to wonder if there is anything in Torah
that isn’t applicable to our efforts to diminish climate change and its impacts on all life.
It starts with this new community’s choice of name: L’Chayim – Temple Action Group. Torah is full of guidance to honor and steward all life, and since
L’Chayim is literally “to lives” in the plural, it points us in a good direction. L’Chayim was initiated at the request of Ruthanne Okun, and she asked me to
help get it started – which I’m delighted to do.
We have all contributed to our climate predicament, and it will take all of us to get out of it. You can act without being a member of this community,
although doing so kind of makes you an honorary member.
One of the many reasons to join us is hope. We lift each other when we get down, which is not infrequent. We are smarter together; a community of learners
can achieve wonders. It’s easier to utilize our ancient Jewish wisdom together. This is way too serious to be serious; we will have fun, or we are doing it wrong
– and lots of good stuff will happen.
Where are we going? The best description I’ve seen was by the Jewish writer Charles Eisenstein:
We are not just seeking to survive. We are not just facing doom; we are facing a glorious possibility. We are not offering people a world of less, not a world
of sacrifice, not a world where you are just going to have to enjoy less and suffer more – no, we are offering a world of more beauty, more joy, more
connection, more love, more fulfillment, more exuberance, more leisure, more music, more dancing, and more celebration. The most inspiring glimpses
you’ve ever had about what life can be – that is what we are offering.
To join us on this journey, contact me at jaak1993@comcast.net, or let Barbara in the Temple office know of your interest. The first meeting is scheduled for
November 9 in the Temple Social Hall. To attend requires vaccination. As Moses said, “Choose life.”
TEMPLE EMANU-EL: WHERE YOU BELONG • 248-967-4020
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Brotherhood@Temple
There will be latkes! At least…we think there will be latkes.
Right now, Brotherhood is in the beginning stages of planning this year’s Latke Fry / Sale for November 21. Because Chanukah coincides this
year with Thanksgiving weekend (which could be moved, couldn’t it?), we’re going to fry those babies up early. They do freeze well though,
and they will still be tasty no matter which night of Chanukah you devour them. Latkes are sold by the dozen, and we will let you know the
price soon. No matter how much we charge though, you know they’re worth it
If anyone would like to join us in creating these delightful fried treats, we will be hard at work in Temple’s kitchen from 7:00AM until around
2:00PM in the afternoon on November 21. We ask that if you plan to attend that you are vaccinated.
Contact me, Harry Onickel, Brotherhood President, at honickel@gmail.com, and I will be glad to give you more details. It is a wonderful way
to help Brotherhood and Temple.
New Brotherhood members are always welcome. Contact that Harry Onickel guy for more information.

Temple Emanu-El Directory Information

Please list only those numbers that you want published in the directory.
For example, if you do not want children's phone number or email listed, leave blank.
Please check or circle preferred method of contact
		

NAME

CELL NO.		

LANDLINE

EMAIL

Member 1 ________________________ ________________________ ________________________ ________________________
Member 2 ________________________ ________________________ ________________________ ________________________
Member 3 ________________________ ________________________ ________________________ ________________________
Member 4 ________________________ ________________________ ________________________ ________________________
Member 5 ________________________ ________________________ ________________________ ________________________
Member 6 ________________________ ________________________ ________________________ ________________________

Family address: ______________________________________________________________________________
OTHER INFORMATION

Share some service, employment and any other information.
Some examples: dog walker, house sitter, plumber, child care, realtor . . . .
MEMBER NAME

SERVICE

CONTACT INFO

PLEASE RETURN
Email to templefamily@emanuel-mich.org, or mail to Temple Emanu-El, 14450 West 10 Mile Road, Oak Park, MI 48237
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Cantor'sCorner
Happy Fall! I wanted to take a moment to talk about our Music Committee. This small group
of dedicated people has found exciting ways to bring new ideas to Temple. One such idea is the
Music Café Series, which brings talent from around the area to our congregation.

Kelly Onickel
Cantorial Soloist

Thus far, the Music Committee has been blessed with lots of talent – from local voices who first
donated their time and talents to get things going to more well-known performers for us to listen
and learn from. When the pandemic hit, they didn’t stop, but rather continued to find voices that
could bring music to us via Zoom.
I hope that you will join the Music Committee for their next event on Sunday, November 7th at
1:30pm, featuring violin duo Gabe and Steffani Kitayama Bolkosky.

Other Music Café events that are upcoming:
•

On January 23rd at 1:30 pm, 2017 Grammy Award
winners, Third Coast Percussion, will show their “Think
Outside the Drum” video with a chance for Q & A with
Rob Dillon

•

On March 6th at 1:30 pm, pianist Doug Scott

•

On April 28th (time TBD), “The Shoah Ambassadors”
movie

If you have any interest in music and would like to be part of
this committee, please reach out to me or the Music Committee Chair, Susan Edelman, at susannaede@sbcglobal.net.
The Temple Emanu-El Music Committee remains committed
to bringing music to our congregation!
When in doubt, SING!

Exploring The Reform Prayer Book
Join Cantorial Soloist, Kelly Onickel, on Thursday
evenings beginning November 4 through December 9 at
7:00 PM for an hour of exploring the history, structure,
and text of the Reform Prayer Book. We will look at the
different parts of our prayer books that make up what
we know as our service today. In addition, we will look
at how the text of our prayer book has changed, and the
social and political influence behind the interpretation
of our prayer books in the Union Prayer Book, Gates of
Prayer, and Mishkan T’filah.

Kelly Onickel
Cantorial Soloist

AdultEducation@Temple

The Temple Emanu-El Adult Education Committee
November 2021 Event
We hope to see you there!

Sunday Morning Speaker Series:
On Sunday, November 14, at 10 a.m., the Adult Education Committee presents:
CAROLYN NORMANDIN, Regional Director of the Michigan ADL (Anti-Defamation League), for a talk on:

“21st Century Antisemitism: Where It Came from and What It Looks Like Today”
Ms. Normandin will discuss why it is important to understand the origins of antisemitism and how it manifests
itself in our world.
In addition to covering examples of recent acts of antisemitism, she will provide strategies on how to deal with
anti-Jewish rhetoric and what we can do to stand up to the rising tide of hate against the Jewish community.
Watch for the Zoom link for this event!
TEMPLE EMANU-EL: WHERE YOU BELONG • 248-967-4020
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EarlyChildhoodCommunity@Temple
WHERE OUR EXPERIENCE PROVIDES YOUR CHILD WITH THE BEST EXPERIENCE

SMALL TALK – NOVEMBER 2021
Happy November! Fall is in the air,
and once again, Mother Nature is
dazzling us.
Thanksgiving is one of our favorite
November themes. It is a holiday
that everyone in school celebrates.
Eileen Brand
The children learn about Native
Americans, pilgrims, and traditions of the holiday.
While some classes recreate the Mayflower, others
will be busy with corn prints, turkey decorations, and
cornucopias. Of course, there will be an emphasis on
what we are thankful for and how we should show
our appreciation and help others. Children are a
blessing. This Thanksgiving season, give your child an
extra hug and kiss between eating and half-time. You
may want to consider stuffing your turkey with potato
latkes as Chanukah begins on Sunday, November 28th
with the lighting of the first candle.
Children are never too young to learn the value of
helping those who are less fortunate. In November we
will participate in our annual Hat & Mitten Drive. This
project will benefit the Orchards Children’s Services,
a non-profit agency that serves children of all ages.
Encourage your child to participate by picking out a
new hat and pair of mittens to place in the collection
box between November 2nd and December 4th.
As we continue with covid protocols, our approach
is to have school feel as normal as possible. We
recognize that children may still exhibit effects of the
pandemic which could include becoming more clingy,
angry, or withdrawn. We are all trying to reach out in
a supportive way, giving extra hugs and attention. It is fortunate that children in school are able to maintain social
connections with friends and teachers. Mask-wearing is a part of everyone’s day and the children readily comply.
Please stay connected with us. Although we can’t always meet in person, we are here and happy to hear from you.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Eileen Brand, Director,
Early Childhood Community

Temple Emanu-El Early Childhood Community has openings for qualified candidates
for the upcoming school year. Please contact the ECC office for further information.
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FromThePresident
I devote my message in this Bulletin to
ensuring that everyone in our Temple
family is aware of the plight of Danny
Fenster, son of Temple members,
Buddy & Rose Fenster, and brother
of Bryan. I write these words with the
sincere hope that they will be obsolete
by the time this Bulletin reaches your
mail/in box.
Danny Fenster, a journalist and managing editor of Frontier Myanmar - an independent online news and business
magazine - has been locked up in a prison in militaryruled Myanmar (formerly Burma) since May 24. He was
taken into custody at the Airport in Myanmar as he was
about to board a plane to travel home to visit his family
in Huntington Woods. Danny was first charged with incitement for spreading false or inflammatory information.
Recently, a second charge has been added under the
Unlawful Associations Act. Since the Myanmar government was overthrown in a military coup early this year,
hundreds of journalists have been imprisoned.
I recently received the following email from Danny’s
brother, Bryan, after inquiring about the best way to
share information concerning Danny’s situation with our
Temple family.
“Good morning, Ruthanne, this is Bryan Fenster (proud
son of Buddy and Rose and brother of Danny) We're very appreciative of all the support and your
sentiments. We think it would be best to reference the
latest Newsweek piece: https://www.newsweek.com/usjournalist-danny-fenster-hit-new-charge-usually-reservedmyanmar-rebels-1635377
As for a personal comment, you can use my most recent
Facebook post from October 4th (which was day 134)
[of Danny’s imprisonment]
(From October 4, 2021) Day 134. We woke this morning
to yet another court hearing that came and went. We always
have hope, but we had a bit more for this hearing since it was
Danny's first in-person appearance in over two months. Of
course, the additional charge of 17(1) of the Unlawful Associations Act is concerning, though it is in substance closely related
to the Section 505A charges and primarily reflects an expansion of the measures available to the Burmese authorities. We
continue to remain cautiously optimistic that the in-person
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hearings will proceed, and that this process will play out so
that we can finally bring him home.
On a bright note, we were able to speak to Danny on the
phone again this past Thursday. To our relief, he sounded
much better. He expressed his love and yearning for home,
and for all of you. It wouldn't be a good phone call with
Danny without some laughs, which we had plenty of. It's
quite the life lesson to hear my brother maintain a sense of
humor in the face of all the adversity. And to see the worry
momentarily wash away from my parents' faces was the
medicine I needed. Of course, we're nowhere close to celebrating, but we'll take the glimmers of hope and levity where we
can get them.
On behalf of my family, we thank you so much for your continued love and support over the past four months and as we
work through this nightmare. It fuels us, and we are grateful.
#BringDannyHome
Thank you again. Bryan and family
My goal, as your Temple president, is to ensure that
we as a congregation are there to support Danny and
his family during this challenging time. A key to doing
so may be to ensure that Danny’s situation remains in
the forefront of our minds and in the minds of others.
For more information about how you might help, visit
www.bringdannyhome.com - a website created to be
a meeting place for persons supporting Danny’s plight
during this time. Visit the site often for the latest updates
and information on Danny’s story. While there, you may
purchase a Bring Danny Home T-shirt and wear it publicly, often, and proudly to raise awareness. Or purchase
a Bring Danny Home yard sign and place it on your
front lawn or somewhere prominent.
Finally, until he is home and safe, please keep Danny

and his family in your best thoughts, prayers, and
hearts and ask others to do the same. As a Temple
family, we can do no less.
Yihieh zeh Ratzon Haelohim. May it be G-d’s will.

Ruthanne Okun (248) 547-8893 or (248) 229-2709
Rokuntemple@gmail.com
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AdultEducation@Temple
SUNDAY MORNING SPEAKER SERIES OPENS WITH LEARNED SPEAKER ON TIMELY TOPIC
By Ruthanne Okun
On the lovely Autumn morning of October 10, Temple’s Adult Education Committee
and Jewish Family Services collaborated to present via Zoom, former Temple member,
Dr. Jeffrey London. In the first program in Adult Education’s Sunday Morning Speaker
Series, Dr. London presented on the timely topic of Coping with the Pandemic: Mental
Health Challenges for Parents, Kids, and Families. Dr. London’s background includes fortyplus years practicing Psychiatry, specializing in Children and Adolescents. Before his
recent retirement, Dr. London was affiliated with the Birmingham Maple Clinic in Troy.
His over-riding message was that while we are in a serious, unprecedented situation, we
can’t forget to have fun. Thus, he began and ended his comments with a bit of levity,
sharing his self-authored poetry and song.
Dr. London acknowledged that, even 6 months ago, we were more optimistic about
Dr. Jeffrey London
ending the pandemic than we are today, and we need to find a way to cope with the
future’s uncertainty. He analogized the current situation to the task of driving. While we all are aware that driving is
dangerous, that does not stop us from getting behind the wheel; we have learned to live with that anxiety. He also
suggested that we recognize and appreciate the positive things that have resulted from the pandemic and allow them
to carry over to our post-pandemic lives. We can teach our children that it is ok to be anxious as this is serious, but
the more we can find ways to fight the situation, anxiety is reduced. We can model a risk/benefit analysis – that we
take risks but do so in a safe way – i.e., acknowledge that there is a pandemic, but do not allow it to rule our lives.
While children are back in school, it doesn’t look the same, and Dr. London noted that there are things we can do to
help our children deal with the stress. First, we can discuss the importance of vaccines and masking. By doing so, we
are taking control of the situation and taking back power. Parents can also be ok with and accept imperfection – that
their kids are not 100 percent on track. Acknowledge the challenges but say that they won’t stop us from moving
forward and show them that there is a way of doing so. Let kids know that they may run into others who do not
share their beliefs on subjects such as vaccines and masking. Even role play a situation with your kids suggesting ways
to respond appropriately.
Dr. London took questions from attendees, noting (first) that the best way to get children talking is to let them know
you are interested in what they have to say and that you won’t minimize their anxieties but won’t dwell on them
either. Set aside a time to talk with your children. Practice listening skills, and do not feel that you always need to
have it all together. Dr. London stressed that when over our heads, there is nothing wrong with seeking professional
help. If, for example, you see that your child is showing unusual behavior, not sleeping, or eating well, give it time, talk
about it with respected friends or teachers, and if it continues, discuss it with your primary care doctor. He referred to
services available at JFS, mental health clinics, counselors/therapists, and noted that primary care doctors have a list of
resources.
The key is letting kids know that there are things we can do to manage and while it is not a perfect world, we will
find our way. Build structure, create a back-to-school plan, utilizing a visual schedule; kids are most successful if they
plan their day. A good sleep and consistent wake-up schedule are essential. Practice deliberative parenting: it is ok to
deliberate before deciding. Dr. London suggested practicing the four F’s: 1) frame the question 2) fact find 3) give
a final date for deciding 4) follow up – check in to see how it’s going. He noted that it’s not enough to put a plan
in place, but you must also follow up to see if it is working, Also, it is important to talk with children openly about
COVID but do so on an age-developmental basis; the information provided is different depending on the child’s age.
In closing, the committee chair, Susan Genden, expressed her thanks to Dr. London and announced future programs:
on November 14, Carolyn Normandin, Director of Michigan’s Anti-Defamation League will speak via Zoom, and on
December 12, Dr. Joel Kahn will speak on Living to a Healthy 100. Watch Temple emails for more information and
links to join these events.
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AdultEducation@Temple
The Adult Education Committee Presents
the Sunday Morning Speaker Series
October 17, 2021
Mr. Gerald Hasspacher, Co-Chair of the Southeast
Michigan Chapter of the Sierra Club
Written by Richard Strausz
Gerald Hasspacher

Mr. Hasspacher’s talk was entitled: Addressing Climate Change:
Fundamentals and Mitigative Actions and addressed the frustrations of
climate change. Seeing current problems and not doing much can be challenging. He noted this fact: Half the seats in the Titanic’s lifeboats weren’t
occupied because many passengers didn’t believe the boat was sinking.
Mr. Hasspacher thinks he’s in the right place at the right time. He feels that
the city of Warren hasn’t done much, and that Michigan hasn’t moved far
either. There are many things to work on. Helpful sites are the Smithsonian
Channel, ‘Just Have a Think’ videos on YouTube (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=7iazrwLr030), and https://www.treehugger.com.
What causes climate change? Mr. Hasspacher focused on five main categories: water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and fluorinated
gases. Looking at historical data, the numbers are going up. We are suffering
from severe weather, drought, ocean acidification, ocean and lake warming, sea level rising, loss of biodiversity, and increases in diseases because of
climate change.
There have been some international agreements, beginning in 1970 (the
first earth day) and they will be continuing through the Glasgow Agreement
coming up later this year.
Fossil fuels (coal, oil, natural gas) are still highly used and cause problems.
Opportunities include the increased use of solar power and inverters for
people and neighborhoods to share their electric power with cities and
regions. Rooftop solar power can generate a lot of power. Mr. Hasspacher
showed some examples: a ‘Tesla Power Wall’; IKEA in Canton, MI generates
1 megawatt of power with their rooftop solar power; and MSU uses solar
methods that generate 15 megawatts in East Lansing. Offshore wind can
also be a practical source to generate power.

Temple members. You can use the “Picture This” app on your phone to
learn about the plants in your own yard and garden. Native plants don’t
need as much watering and care.
Other concerns include deforestation, an international problem, and
protecting topsoil. New farming procedures can address this. Chemicals in
cosmetics can cause problems; this is a bigger concern in the US than in
Europe. Whole Foods and other health food stores carry many healthier
cosmetics. There are dark sky parks and lighting, including on Belle Isle. Less
light pollution is better for animals and people.
The Sierra Club is a leader on environmental efforts. The Southeastern
Michigan chapter supports efforts to fight climate change in Oakland
County. Find them online here: https://www.sierraclub.org/michigan/
southeast-michigan.
Asked what advice Mr. Hasspacher would prioritize, he suggested: For
a family: minimize hot water use; minimize the use of clothes dryers;
maximize composting; use electric mowers and set it at the high heading. In
cities, minimize auto and truck idling at stops.
Another question was: What is the best way to convince non-believers?
Mr. Hasspacher responded that you should not argue with people, but
alternatively, try to kindly educate everyone except those who are totally in
opposition to everything. He thanked Temple Emanu-El. The Adult Education Committee was grateful to have him join and enlighten us.
Closing Announcements:
The Adult Education Committee invites you to join on Sunday 11/14, when
Carole Normandin of the ADL will speak on antisemitism. On Sunday
12/12, Dr. Joel Kahn will speak on Living to a Healthy 100. Watch for additional announcements in your Temple email for instructions on attending.
Jon Kabbe is organizing L’Chayim, a new committee at Temple to fight
climate change. The first meeting will be November 9th. Contact Barb at
the Temple office if you are interested. Also, the Adult Education Committee invites interested members to join the Adult Education Committee! For
more information, contact the office for that as well.

Currently, European businesses control most of these newer efforts because
US companies haven’t implemented these options in large numbers. One
of the challenges is to store the energy until it is needed, but progress is
being made in this new technology. Mr. Hasspacher also explained how
geothermal energy can help houses cool us in the summer and warm us in
the winter.
National efforts in electrification and transportation are in jeopardy with the
current proposals being delayed in Congress. There are some things we can
do individually:
•
In transportation, the largest source of CO2, via choices in cars, trucks,
and school buses towards electric power
•
In lawns and yards, via choices in mowers, blowers, trimmers
•
In homes, via choices of induction stoves and water heaters
About selecting native plants and trees, a handout will be available to
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Temple Emanu-El 
Where You Belong!
We are a family of families, keeping alive
our cherished traditions by joyfully sharing
Jewish learning, spiritual celebrations, a
 nd a
commitment to social justice.
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Gifts&Memorials
A Sincere Thank You: We sincerely thank everyone for their generous contributions to our various funds. Your support allows us to
continue offering our outstanding programs and services and helps us to support all members of our Temple Family. Thank you! If
you have unused tribute envelopes, please recycle responsibly or feel free to return unused ones to Temple Emanu-El!

THEODORE D.
BIRNKRANT MEMORIAL
GARDEN FUND
In Memory of:
Larry Howard
Susan & Steven Genden
Ellsworth Levine
Janet Levine & Family
BROTHERHOOD FUND
In Memory of:
Ken Rich
Madelyn & Mike Phillips
BUILDING &
MAINTENANCE FUND
In Memory of:
Ken Rich
Janis Ayoub
Audrey & Harry Newman
Mindy & Sam Herman
CANTORIAL SOLOIST’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of:
Dr. M. Alex Salomon
Rose, Pulleyblank &
Rosenthal Families
CHOIR FUND
In Memory of:
Lola Lane
Fran & Steve Barnes
DR. WARREN EDER
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Lola Lane
Marcia & Michael Leibson
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GENERAL GIFTS
General Donation:
Dr. Philip Wolok
In Honor of:
Marsha & Chuck Owen’s
50th Anniversary
Ann & Bruce Klein
In Memory of:
Larry Howard
Ann & Bruce Klein
Joseph S. Katz
Fern Katz
Lola Lane
Susan B. Cohan
Elayne & Dan Steinhardt
Jule Lightstone
Dan & JoEllen Schwartz
Yetta Moss
Beverly Finkel
Kenneth Bernard Rich
Laura & Larry Lester
TE Board of Trustees
Dora Schwartz
Dan & JoEllen Schwartz
BEVERLY GOLD
MEMORIAL COLLEGE
STUDENT FUND
In Memory of:
Lola Lane
Rosa Berger
Julie Mann Kraus
LILLIAN GREENWALD
ONEG SHABBAT FUND
General Donation:
Nina Abrams
In Memory of:
Lola Lane
Judy Greenwald
Ruthanne Okun
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MUSIC FUND
In Honor of:
Sharon Dillon for a speedy
recovery
Fran & Steve Barnes
In Memory of:
Mildred Brodie
Judy Greenwald
George Jonte-Crane
Shari & Thalia Bills &
Family
Larry Howard
Linda & Steve Permut
Lola Lane
Shelly, Jerry, Lisa, Ronnie,
Josie, Thalia & Shari
Norma Dennis
Robin & Richard Gold &
Family
Miriam & Dan Medow
Shirley Medow
Miriam & Dan Medow
Ken Rich
Judy Greenwald
Linda & Steve Permut
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY
FUND
In Honor of:
High Holiday Zoom
Services
Pam & Gary Collens
In Memory of:
Kenneth Rich
Family of Kenneth Rich
NORMAN ROSE CANTOR
FUND
In Memory of:
Larry Sloan
Joe, Liz, Rachel, Ben &
Celia Fallert
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BEATRICE & LOUIS
WEINSTEIN ADULT
EDUCATION FUND
In Honor of:
Marsha & Chuck Owen’s
50th Anniversary
Mary Paquette Abt &
Jeffrey Abt
In Memory of:
Ken Rich
Shirley & Bernie
Malamud
LEE & MORT WOLIN
MEMORIAL AITZIM
CHAYIM-TREES ARE LIFE
FUND
In Honor of:
Birth of Sandy Needle’s
Granddaughter
Fran & Steve Barnes
In Memory of:
Lola Lane
Denny, Jenny, Michael,
Katie, Jeffrey & Vani
Patterson & Lynn Wolin
Ken Rich
Ruthanne Okun
ZUSSMAN-UNGER
YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP
FUND
In Honor of:
Bat Mitzvah of Lexi Gross
TE Board of Trustees
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TempleCalendarNovember2021
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
1

2
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school

7

Daylight Savings Time
8
Ends
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
9:00am - 11:30am
school
YACHAD Religious
School
1:30pm Music Cte. Gabe
Bolkosky violinist event
(z)

14

15

9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
9:45am Brotherhood
mtg. (t)
10:00am Sunday
Morning Speaker
Carolyn Normandin, ADL
on 21'st Century
Antisemitism: Where it
came from & what it
looks like today. (z)

21

7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school

22

Brother's Latke Fry and
Sale
7:00am Brotherhood
deep frying latkes in
Temple's Kitchen
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
10:00am Sunday
Morning Speaker Series
(z)
12:00pm - 1:00pm
Jfamily’s Chanukah It’s
in the Bag Pick-Up
Location
12:00pm - 1:00pm
Jfamily’s Chanukah It’s
in the Bag Pick-Up
Location

28

7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school

29

Chanukah: 1 Candle @
Jewish Holidays

Chanukah: 2 Candles @
Jewish Holidays
Cyber Monday
7:00pm tentative
Outdoor Candle Lighting
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school

Election Day
7:00pm climate change
mtg (t) in foyer
7:00pm Music Cte. mtg.
(z)

9

Wednesday

3

16
7:00pm Adult Ed Cte.
mtg. (z)
7:00pm Religious Cte.
mtg. (z)

23
7:00pm BOT mtg. (z)

Thursday
4

4:30pm - 6:00pm
Yachad Religious School
(RSW)
6:30pm Midweek
Moments (z)

10
7:00pm Executive Cte.
Mtg. (z)
7:00pm - 9:00pm
L'Chaim Climate Change
Community in social hall

Check the live calendar for daily updates on
Temple’s website - emanuel-mich.org/calendar

Friday

5
Sigd @ Jewish Holidays

11

Veterans Day

7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

12
Light one candle gift
card due today
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Veterans Service

4:30pm - 6:00pm
Yachad Religious School
(RSW)
6:30pm Midweek
Moments (z)

17
4:30pm - 6:00pm
Yachad Religious School
(RSW)
6:30pm Midweek
Moments (z)

24
Half day - Temple Office
closes
No ECC
6:30pm Midweek
Moments (z)

18

19

6:30pm - 8:00pm Racial
Justice Equality Zoom
Workshop #2

25

Thanksgiving Day

7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

26

No ECC
Office closed

Saturday

6

No ECC
Office closed
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

9:30am Torah Text
Study (z)
10:30am Morning
Service

13
9:30am Torah Text
Study (z)
10:30am Morning
Service

20
9:30am Torah Text
Study (z)
10:30am Morning
Service

27
9:30am Torah Text
Study (z)
10:30am Morning
Service
7:00pm Chanukah
candle lighting begins

30
Chanukah: 3 Candles @
Jewish Holidays
Giving Tuesday
7:00pm President's
Council mtg.

Special Gift for Chanukah
Temple Emanu-El’s Social Action Committee is partnering with Jewish Family Service Adopt a Family program again this year for
Chanukah. This successful program makes sure everyone in our community has a special gift for Chanukah through our Light One
Candle project.
This year, being mindful of everyone’s health and safety, we are requesting gift certificates from one of these merchants: Target,
Walmart, Amazon Smile (through Temple's website), Meijer, CVS or VISA.
You can purchase these cards (physical cards) at the store or online. Please bring your card(s) to Temple no later than November 12th;
they will be distributed the week of November 15th. Each gift recipient will receive a gift card, Chanukah card and a special note.
We greatly appreciate your participation especially this year when so many people are struggling.
Please call the Temple office at 248-967-4020 if you have questions.
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Periodical
Postage

Temple Emanu-El

PAID

where you belong

at Detroit, MI
and additional
Mailing offices
Permit No. 0443870

14450 W. Ten Mile Rd. Oak Park, MI 48237-1438
www.emanuel-mich.org
Matthew J. Zerwekh Rabbi
Kelly Onickel Cantorial Soloist
Joseph P. Klein Rabbi Emeritus
Norman Rose, z’l Cantor Emeritus
Milton Rosenbaum z’l Rabbi Emeritus
Michael Patterson Interim Executive Director
Gail Greenberg Director, Education
Eileen Brand Director, Early Childhood Community
Ruthanne Okun
Robert Olender
Debora Renner
Jackie Bean
Stuart Trager
Daniel Steinhardt
Linda Hollins
David Gubow
Martin Leibowitz

President
Vice-President
Vice-President
Vice-President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
President-Elect
Immediate Past President

2021/5782 Worship Schedule

Temple
Emanu-El
where you belong

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE

MORNING SERVICE

MORNING SERVICE

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE

EREV SHABBAT VETERANS SERVICE

MORNING SERVICE/
CANDLE LIGHTING

Friday, November 5, 2021
7:00PM Service

Saturday, November 6, 2021
10:30AM Service
Friday, November 12, 2021
7:00PM Service

MORNING SERVICE

Saturday, November 13, 2021
10:30AM Service

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, November 19, 2021
7:00PM Service

Saturday, November 20, 2021
10:30AM Service
Friday, November 26, 2021
7:00PM Service

Saturday, November 27, 2021
10:30AM Service
7:00PM Chanukah Candle Lighting

