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Throughout this next month, there will be much talk about to-
getherness. While our community doesn’t celebrate Christmas, 
we are well-aware of the impact the Christmas season has on 
everyone, Jew and Gentile alike. Television shows and advertise-
ments of happy families in sweaters gathering and gift-giving 
around crackling fires and themed music will be everywhere.

Every year we are inundated by messages – often from ad-
vertisers and retailers and sometimes from our own friends 
and family – of what being “together for the holidays” means. 

While Chanukah is over by the second week of December this year, there is no doubt 
that many of us will be invited to take part in gatherings to celebrate the time of year, 
including returning to traditions that had been set for years before the pandemic put 
them on hold.

Returning to traditions can be a wonderful and special thing as it can help us to 
remember the joyful times we spent with friends or family who are no longer with 
us or help us fondly remember Chanukah seasons past. For some, it doesn’t feel like 
that time of year if something specific doesn’t happen – for many Jews it doesn’t feel 
like Christmas Eve unless they are eating Chinese food and watching a movie. My 
family knows it is getting to be that time of year when our neighbor across the street 
puts the full-size leg lamp from the movie A Christmas Story in her front window. 
(If you don’t know what I’m talking about, just Google it and you will find many 
pictures of such lamps).

There are some traditions that we have held onto because we enjoy them and 
they help us connect to past years in fondness. There are some traditions, howev-
er, that we have fallen into that we might simply do only because we have done 
them in the past. Last year, many of us took breaks from our normal traditions 
and reimagined what this season could look like out of a necessity to not gather. 
This was a trying time that gave us a bit of a gift – the chance to figure out, at 
the core of it, what we wanted to get out of this time of year and where we 
found fulfillment and meaning.

While we are all looking forward to returning to “normal” again, we shouldn’t 
forget what we learned about ourselves during that trying time of separation – 
what brought me joy and fulfillment? What did I miss last year? What didn’t I 
miss? Our Chanukah or New Year celebrations, our holiday gatherings, what 
are we doing because it brings us joy, and what are we doing because we feel 
like we have to?

I am not suggesting that we eschew social gatherings this year, but I do be-
lieve that we can take the gift we were given last year, the gift of intentional 
thought about why and how we gather, and apply what we learned to our 
lives now. Just because we can go back to how things were doesn’t mean 
we have to. We have been given a bit of a chance to reset; let us all take it.

Fri. Dec 3, 2021 
6:30PM Outdoor Chanukah  
Candle Lighting  
followed by Erev Shabbat 
Service 7:00PM

Sat. Dec 4, 2021 
Morning Service 
10:30AM

Fri. Dec 10, 2021 
Erev Shabbat Service 
7:00PM

Sat. Dec 11, 2021 
Morning Service  
10:30AM 

Fri. Dec 17, 2021  
Erev Shabbat Service 
7:00PM

Sat. Dec 18, 2021 
Morning Service 
10:30AM

Fri. Dec 24, 2021  
Erev Shabbat Service 
7:00PM 

Sat. Dec 25, 2021 
Morning Service 
10:30AM

Fri. Dec. 31, 2021  
Erev Shabbat Service 
7:00PM 

Sat. Jan. 1, 2022 
Morning Service 
10:30AM



YARTZEITS

Dec 5-11
Minnie Cowen
Rick Fenster
Norman Fershtman
*Bella Ruth Frank
Cindy Fuller
*Myer Gerson
Elanada Glaze
*Sol Goldberg
*Robert Alan Golds
*Natalie Goren
*Eli Gross
*Samuel Hamburger
*M. Manuel Helfman
*Joseph Klinsky
Herman Klonsky
*Rose Levitan
"Dinny" Margolis
*Marian Richter
*Dr. Samuel Rosenfeld
Richard Rosenthal
Fred Sherman
Joshua Short
*Fannie Esther Taubman
Barbara Washelewski
*Margaret Weiss
*Marvin Weston
*Ruth Frank Winer
*Ruth Wax Zeidman
*Dora Zelickman

Dec 12-18
Tali Aharon
Eugene Bower
Doreen Bricker
*Pauline P. Coskey
Sandra Davis
*Ralph Davis
*Lillie Eckhous
*Dr. Warren Eder
Paul Ettenson
Frieda Faigin
William Fasbinder
Rose Matenky Fowler
Dr. Irving Fowler
*Louis J. Friedman
Seymour Genden
B. Rae Gillis
*Sarah Gittleman

Helena Goldhecht-
Szwarcman
David Goldstein
*Philip David Goldstein
*Dr. Joseph H. Goodman
Thelma Goren
Alexander Guttman
*Margo Duncan Howard
*Gloria Kelter
*Max B. Kerner
*Sidney Kessler
*William Kimmel
Oscar Klaper
*Lawrence Klein
*Jacqueline H. Malbin
*Rose Mechanic
*Katie Meyrson
Frieda Milinsky
*Joseph Modell
*Albert Mulder
Lois Nisenson
*Jayne S. Oppenheim
Betty Order
*Frances Plotler
*Sidney Reibel
*Margaret Rosett
Harry J. Ross
Morty Sauber
Leon Mischa Schlinger
*Dr. Ralph Schwartz
Jerome Sedler
*Constance S. Seligson
Bertha Siegel
*Jean Silverman
*Estelle Sobel
*Anne Steinbock
Jeanette Stovack
*Max Stulberg
*Sam Tack
*Bernard Trock
Sylvia Vulcan
Jennie Weinberg
Barry Weiss
Ralph Weiss
*Chaim Wolin
*Miriam Wolin
*Moshe Wolin
*Naomi Wolin
Nadia Zakalik

Dec 19-25
Paraschiva "Piri" Bartos
Sarah Bloom
*Dean Thomas Burrier
Frances Cutler
Louis (Lou) Damraur
Lawrence Davis
*Marjorie Serlin Eckerling
*Samuel Eisenberg
*Roger Ettlinger
*Esther Feldman
Louis Finegold
*Magda Barna Fox
Shelly Friedman
Frank Gable
*Ditha a/k/a Edith Gans
*Bess Goren
Howard Kallush
*Sarah Katz
*Albert Samuel Kohl
*Clara Marks
*Beatrice Meyer
Julius Passerman
*Antoinette Purdy
Selma Rome
*Harold S. Schiller
*Mabel Schmalberg
Robert Silver
Marilyn Silver
Helene Simon
*Abel Sobel
*Sam Sweetwine
*David Lee Tyner
Florence Weiss
*Melvin R. Yoffee
*Hyman Zalenko
*Lois H. Zussman

Dec 26-Jan 1
*Fay Abrams
*Lena Aiken
Pauline Bloom
*Derek Caplane
William Diamond
*Charles Paul Druker
*Sam Engelberg

-2- TEMPLE EMANU-EL BULLETIN    •     DECEMBER 2021   •   TEVET  5782

זיכרונם לברכה
Zichronam livracha  
may their memories  

be for blessing

*A light will be lit on our Memorial Board. If you wish to memorialize your loved 
ones in a special way, consider purchasing a memorial plaque to be displayed in 
our Anne Jospey Sanctuary.  
Each year, on the anniversary of their death, it will be lit as a remembrance.  
Contact the Temple office at 248-967-4020 to make arrangements for this eter-
nal memory of your loved one.

Robert Farrah
Harold Finegood
*Gregory Speigel Finegood
*Anne Frank
*Rosella Friedman
*Hyman Friedman
Barbara Garrett
Murray Genden
*Alan Goodman
Doris Holberg
*Sidney Kessler
Andrea Klein
*Celia Schmier Kline
Sadie Lachar
*Jacob Langberg
*Harry Levitan
*Sophia Losh
*Jennie Luft
*Pearl Morton
*Yetta Moss
Jack Nater
Hyman Natinsky
*Louis Owen
Nathan Rosin
Abraham Schwarzberg
*Rochelle Seidman
*David Shaw
Isaac Sherman
Amy Margolis Silberman
*Sidney H. Silver
Doris Sodders
*Ida Spiegel
*Nathaniel Steingold
Henry Strausz
Saralee Tessler
Julius Washelewski
*Sarah Esther Weisman
Lyn Wilson Frowine
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VisitingtheSick
Hospitals and health care institutions cannot inform 
the Temple or clergy when patients are admitted. 
The only way our rabbi and Ruth and Maxwell 
Stettner Caring Community knows is when 
someone contacts us. Please contact the office 
or Rabbi Zerwekh when you know one of our 
members is a patient so he can be in touch. (Please 
do not assume we know.) For those who you wish 
to be listed on our Mi Shebeirach list, please let us 
know, including updates.

נּו הּוא ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת ַהחֹוִלים נּו ְוִאּמֹוֵתֽ ִמי ֶשֵבַרְך ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
May the one who blessed our ancestors, bless 

and heal those who are ill

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Luna Bennett 
Denver Edson 
Levi Findling
Levi Frank
Alexis Gross
Aria Gutman

DECEMBER 2021 CELEBRATIONS

Stephen & Fran Barnes 
Melvin & Sharon Ettenson 
Michael & Laurie Gonte 
Ian & Amy Greenspan 
Janis & Jason Horton 
Alan & Judy Kessler 
Bruce & Ann Klein 
Nevin & Sherry Rose 
Hardy & Eve Segall  
Daniel & Susan Stettner 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

2017 Grammy Award Winners
Third Coast Percussion!

Join us Sunday, the 23rd of January at 1:30 pm

Temple Emanu-El's Music Committee
Zoom Cafe Series

Third Coast Percussion is a Grammy Award-winning Chicago-based percussion quartet. For

over fifteen years, the ensemble has created exciting and unexpected performances that

constantly redefine the classical music experience. The ensemble has been praised for

“commandingly elegant” (New York Times) performances, the “rare power” (Washington

Post) of their recordings, and “an inspirational sense of fun and curiosity” (Minnesota Star-

Tribune).

A direct connection with the audience is at the core of all of Third Coast Percussion’s work,

whether the musicians are speaking from the stage about a new piece of music, inviting the

audience to play along in a concert or educational performance, or inviting their fans

around the world to create new music using one of their free mobile apps. They are also

accomplished teachers, and make active participation by all students the cornerstone of all

their educational offerings.

This event is designed for all ages!

Please Register by: January 23, 2021

Register at bit.ly/thirdcoastevent

Temple Emanu-El | 14450 W. Ten Mile Rd., Oak Park, MI 48237

Unsubscribe templefamily@emanuel-mich.org

Update Profile |About Constant Contact

Sent bytemplefamily@emanuel-mich.orgin collaboration

with

Try email marketing for free today!

 Temple Emanu-El  
Where You Belong!

We are a family of  
families, keeping alive 

our cherished traditions 
by joyfully sharing  

Jewish learning, spiritual  
celebrations,  and a  

commitment to  
social justice.

Elliot Hoff 
Benjamin Israilov 
Theodore Lowenstein 
Liam Moser
Ruby Steinhart

MAZEL TOV
Maggie George, daughter of Laura & Marty Kohn sworn in as a lawyer on November 10th
Shirley & Bernard Malamud on the engagement of grandson, Brett Koenig to Sonita Ung



YACHADReligiousSchool 
Temple Emanu-El | Congregation Beth Shalom 
where everybody knows your name

Temple 
Emanu-El

where you belong
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Be A Light!

“The soul of man is a candle of God revealing all a person’s innermost parts.' 
-Proverbs 20:27

As I was looking for ways to connect Hanukkah with our lives today I came across a meaningful 
song by Thomas Rhett called “Be A Light. (https://youtu.be/8YuWAZmD0aU) 
 

   In a world full of hate, be a light. When you do somebody wrong, make it right. 
   Don’t hide in the dark, you were born to shine. In a world full of hate, be a light.

Living in a time when there are so many who need light brought to their lives makes it even more important for us 
to remember how to act, something our Yachad students think about each week in school and at home. Giving back 
is an important mitzvah that they take ownership of through activities like giving tzedakah, filling our chaveet barrels 
with food for the hungry, collecting items for refugees, helping with the JFS Adopt a Family program and more. Most 
recently our 5th-7th graders spend a Sunday morning at Fall Fix Up helping seniors winterize their homes and families 
brought in leftover Halloween treats to give to the troops.

Hanukkah comes at the darkest time of the year, with short days and long nights. As we light our Chanukiyot  
(menorahs) and recognize the darkness around us may we all help fill it with light. 
 
 
Gail
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Fall Fix-Up Pictures
Yachad 5th, 6th and 7th graders spent the morning of November 7th helping seniors get 
their homes ready for the winter as a part of Fall Fix Up.
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SocialAction@Temple 

THE SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE WISHES YOU HAPPY CHANUKAH AND A JOYOUS 
HOLIDAY SEASON.

It is the season of cold winds and giving hearts…

LIGHT ONE CANDLE – Thank you to our Temple Emanu-El families! Through your generous donations, we raised 
over $1,430 in gift cards that went to families that work with Jewish Family Service. The gift card donations worked 
out to be a safer and better way to provide gifts to those in need.

SAMARITAS – This organization has committed to resettling 350 Afghan families and individuals in Michigan. The 
Samaritas Network goal is to raise $430,000 to provide housing, support, and basic needs for these refugees for at 
least four months. For more information, contact Sandy Goldberg, Lynn Hollins or Samaritas.org. 

DANNY FENSTER – Freed after nearly six months in jail in military-ruled Myanmar, we all share the joy of 
welcoming Danny home!

THE BOOK NOOK

Children’s Book – “We All Belong” is a children’s book about diversity, race and empathy. Adult Book – “Girl, 
Woman, Other” by Bernardine Evaristo – This novel follows 12 characters, most of them Black British women. They 
each have their own chapter and their lives overlap. The shifting intersections of race, class, sex, and gender, age, faith 
and sexual orientation and much more are mirrored in each chapter and the lives of the characters. The highs and 
lows of the 1980’s is captured powerfully.

SAVE THE PLANET TIPS

Protect Our Planet for Our Children:

The climate crisis cannot be ignored any longer. The intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued a stark 
appraisal of the latest climate science: Humanity has only three decades to completely reinvent the global economy to 
hold the climate to 1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels.

Tell your congressional representative that you support responsible protections to ensure our planet is healthy for 
today’s children and future generations to come. For example:

Dear Representative,  
We must act now to protect the planet for our children. The global movement to conserve our environment and protect public 
health needs U.S. leadership. State governments across the United States are taking meaningful action against climate change and 
toward building a clean energy economy. Local governments and tribal nations are leading as well. We must support them from 
the federal level.

I urge you to support responsible environmental protections to ensure our planet is healthy for our children and future generations 
to come.

Sincerely,

[Insert Name]

The Social Action Committee hopes you will participate in the different endeavors we are working on. If you would 
like to be a part of any one or all of these projects, please contact our co-chairs, Sandy Goldberg at (248) 396-5072 or 
sandragoldberg@yahoo.com, or Lynn Hollins at (702) 701-4414 or hollinscreative@gmail.com.
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Life worth preserving. Researchers studying honeybee behavior placed a container of bee food some distance from a hive and watched 
what happened. After a while, a bee stopped and picked up some food and departed for the hive. At the hive, the bee did a dance that 
communicated the direction and distance to the food. Other bees observing the dance headed for the food the researchers had placed. Other 
bees having seen other bees doing different dances headed in other directions. As bees came and went from the researcher’s food supply, more 
and more bees showed up. On the second morning, the researchers placed the food supply twice as far from the hive. Once a bee found it and 
returned to the hive, the same scenario as the first day occurred. On the third day, the researchers placed the food twice as far from the hive as 
on the second day and the same bee behavior was observed. On the fourth day, when the researchers went to place the food twice as far away 
as on the third day, the bees were waiting for them. When the researchers tried a similar experiment with college students, almost all of them 
flunked the fourth day compared to the bees. It is this bee intelligence that the pervasive use of pesticides is destroying.

Climate Change Mitigation. Following last month’s article which contained a quote by Charles Eisenstein, I received an email from which I 
have extracted the following:

“Addressing climate change will involve significant sacrifice. Yes, it will create many jobs and many new opportunities. But hundreds of thousands 
of people will lose jobs and only some of them will be able to be retrained. At least temporarily, gasoline and other energy prices will increase. 
People with modest or low economic resources will need to receive financial help. The price of beef will likely skyrocket. Many convenience 
products, especially those made from plastic, will need to be curtailed. It sounds good to say we can address climate change without sacrifices. 
But I think the issue needs to be addressed more honestly or else people will react very negatively when they see some of the negative 
consequences.”

The email’s author is predicting a future which I agree is possible. It is one of many possible futures as we deal with climate change. Which 
future we will end up with depends upon what we collectively do. Each of us has some guiding thoughts that we use to choose our actions. 
Those thoughts can be a prediction in which we are confident, or our thoughts can be aspirational. I shared Eisenstein’s quote as aspirational. I 
made that choice thinking that the future is unknowable in important ways, and I chose to err on the side of optimism. But the email provides a 
valuable caution regarding the comparison between what we attempt to create and how things turn out. For some, a sense of failure or ongoing 
sacrifice could prompt them to give up, others might respond by redoubling their efforts. The email’s author additionally states it will be wise to 
expect sacrifices, I agree, though I’m not sure what those sacrifices will be. Climate change work can wear you down, it does me at times. My 
resilience has come from the members of the L’Chayim Climate Action Group.

Studying climate change has consumed me for many months and the meme that keeps running through my head is: “Everything I know just 
ain’t so”. Beef and the climate is one example. I read hundreds of times that beef production was a major global warming contributor and 
would have to be massively curtailed with beef becoming rare (pun intended) and expensive. Then I stumbled on to Gabe Brown’s book “Dirt 
to Soil”. Gabe is a rancher in North Dakota. The book documents his struggle to economically survive while using the typical chemical infused 
industrial farming methods taught at agricultural universities. He found his way to a different holistic farming method referred to as Regenerative 
Agriculture (RA) that has been demonstrated to reduce beef production net GHG emissions to near net zero or possibly net negative. Michigan 
State University has just established the Center for Regenerative Agriculture. I stumbled onto this Center and I ‘ve been invited to play a 
small role in it. RA may make animal products more plentiful, farm products more nutritious, farmers more economically stable, and help the 
environment in many ways. Will it, and how fast? Consumers and farmers collectively will choose. In the future I will share more about how we 
consumers can support this change.

What will be our future? It will emerge from our choices. L’Chayim, choose life!

L’ChayimClimateActionGroup@Temple 
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Brotherhood@Temple 

Temple Emanu-El Directory Information
Please list only those numbers that you want published in the directory.  

For example, if you do not want children's phone number or email listed, leave blank.
Please check or circle preferred method of contact

            NAME                       CELL NO.                LANDLINE                    EMAIL

Member 1 ________________________   ________________________   ________________________   ________________________

Member 2 ________________________   ________________________   ________________________   ________________________

Member 3 ________________________   ________________________   ________________________   ________________________

Member 4 ________________________   ________________________   ________________________   ________________________

Member 5 ________________________   ________________________   ________________________   ________________________

Member 6 ________________________   ________________________   ________________________   ________________________

Family address: ______________________________________________________________________________

OTHER INFORMATION
Share some service, employment and any other information. 

Some examples: dog walker, house sitter, plumber, child care, realtor . . . .

            

PLEASE RETURN

Email to templefamily@emanuel-mich.org, or mail to Temple Emanu-El, 14450 West 10 Mile Road, Oak Park, MI 48237

MEMBER NAME SERVICE CONTACT INFO

On November 21, Brotherhood members, accompanied by others from the congregation, did some serious cooking. We rocked. We rolled. We 
came, we saw, we fried, baby. This was our annual Brotherhood Latke Fry, and on this occasion, we showed those potatoes who was boss. The 
potatoes, along with the onions and matzoh meal, were at our mercy.

There were about fifteen of us. Some of us prepped. Some of us fried. Some of us deep fried, and some of us packaged. By the time the fun ended, 
in record time no less, we had whipped up a hundred dozen or so of our world-famous, loved-by-millions, unsurpassed-anywhere, mouth-watering, 
incredibly delicious Brotherhood latkes. Those of you who managed to secure a dozen or three of these tasty treats will delight in their flavor. 
Covered with sour cream, layered with applesauce, or all by themselves…once you begin eating, you will be dreaming of next Chanukah so you 
can score a few more dozen.

You may wonder what the secret is to our latkes. The only way to learn that is to join us. You can join us at next year’s Latke Fry, or you can join us 
as a member. We are always encouraging new members. Besides our big-time Latke Fry, we engage in other activities throughout the year, and we 
contribute to Temple in many other ways. We do good things for Temple, which means we do good things for you and your family. Be part of an 
organization that does good things.

Contact Brotherhood president, Harry Onickel, at honickel@gmail.com for more information.
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  As we end this secular year, we never thought that we would still be in the midst of a 
pandemic, but here we are. It can be difficult to find things to be thankful for. Our prayer 
book, Mishkan T’filah, can help us with that. In the Amidah section of our service is a prayer 
– Modim Anachnu Lach – We Thank You (Adonai). The prayer itself is beautiful, but there is 
an alternative reading that reminds us of all the things we should be thankful for:

For the expanding grandeur of creation, worlds known and unknown, galaxies beyond galaxies, filling 
us with awe and challenging our imaginations, Modim Anachnu Lach.

For this fragile planet earth, its times and tides, its sunsets and seasons, Modim Anachnu Lach.

   For the joy of human life, its wonders and surprises. Its hopes and achievements, Modim Anachun    
                              Lach.

For human community, our common past and future hope, our oneness transcending all separation, our    
capacity to work for peace and justice in the midst of hostility and oppression, Modim Anachnu Lach.

For high hopes and noble causes, for faith without fanaticism, for understanding of views not shared,     
Modim Anachnu Lach.

For all who have labored and suffered for a fairer world, who have lived so that others might live in dig    
nity and freedom, Modim Anachnu Lach.

For human liberties and sacred rites: for opportunities to change and grow, to affirm and choose, Modim    
Anachnu Lach.

We pray that we may live not by our fears but by our hopes, not by our words but by our deeds.

I would like to suggest that each day over this month of December, we add to this list the things we are grateful 
for, and add Modim Anachnu Lach after each one. For without Adonai in our life, there would be a lot less for 
which to be thankful.

Kelly Onickel 
Cantorial Soloist

Cantor'sCorner 

Kelly Onickel 
Cantorial Soloist 

Save the Date: Hanukkah Homecoming Weekend
December 3-5, 2021

A Great Miracle is Happening in a Jewish Community Near You!

Join a worldwide "open house" of Jewish communities inviting you to 
celebrate Hanukkah onsite and online. More information to come!

Do you shop at Kroger? Use Kroger  
Community Rewards to help Temple.

To sign up – Go to www.krogercommunityre-
wards.com, click on Savings and Rewards and 
select Kroger Community Rewards. 

Click View Details box under “I’m a customer 
and want to enroll in community rewards,”and 
you can enter GP708 or Temple Emanu-El to 
complete. Questions – KCR18@kroger.com



DIRECTLY TO YOU - December 2021

Happy December! How quickly the year is flying by.

Our ECC staff is looking forward to a much needed, well-deserved break. Our last day of school is 
Friday, December 17th with classes resuming on Monday, January 3rd.

2022 is upon us. Once again, we are busy making resolutions. Those diets and exercise intentions 
don’t always last long. Let’s try a new approach. Let’s Resolve:

· Leave work at work

· Appreciate the little things in life

· Find time to play with your kids

· Don’t be a slave to your devices

· Practice healthy habits

· Eat home more often

· Catch your children being good – perfection doesn’t matter

Thank you to everyone who participated in our hat and mitten drive. Your contributions are greatly appreciated by 
the Orchard Children’s Services.

From our Early Childhood Community to all our families, we wish you a healthy, safe, and happy new year! Enjoy 
the photos

Eileen Brand, Director,  
Early Childhood Community

-10-

WHERE OUR EXPERIENCE PROVIDES YOUR CHILD WITH THE BEST EXPERIENCE

EarlyChildhoodCommunity@Temple 

Temple Emanu-El Early Childhood Community has openings for qualified candidates  
for the upcoming school year.  Please contact the ECC office for further information.

Eileen Brand

TEMPLE EMANU-EL BULLETIN    •     DECEMBER 2021   •   TEVET  5782



-11-TEMPLE EMANU-EL: WHERE YOU BELONG • 248-967-4020

FromThePresident 

Ruthanne Okun (248) 547-8893 or (248) 229-2709 
Rokuntemple@gmail.com

In my Yom Kippur message of 2020, I 
referenced the Top 10 rules when asking 
people for money. My comments were 
based on a 2017 article appearing in The 
Business Journal – a seemingly well-
respected publication. That article began 
by noting what has become a reality for 
me as your president – that if you  

volunteer as a board member (or officer) in the nonprofit 
world, raising money is a major part of your role. Also 
noted was the fact that few of us are comfortable asking 
others for money and, as I’ve shared with you before, that 
includes me. 

Still, as we come close to the end of 2021, I am here again, 
knocking at your door. I knock because, despite my soft-sell 
efforts to encourage donations, and despite the recently 
received generous and appreciated contributions to Temple 
by many of you, we are still well-behind the $40,000 goal 
set for the High Holiday Appeal. While the reality is that 
the Appeal does not end when the High Holidays conclude 
and we continue to receive donations, the total amount 
raised at this time stands at $25,171 – well short of our 
$40,000 goal. With that in mind, let me share the most  
applicable rules cited in the above article. 

1. WRITE YOUR OWN CHECK FIRST. 
To me, this rule is predominant. It's just not appropriate 
for me to solicit your contributions if I have not supported 
Temple, myself. Keeping this in mind, it is with immense 
pride and appreciation that I announce a joint contribution 
to the Appeal of $10,000 made by President-Elect David 
and Dottie Gubow and me. In other words, the Gubow 
and the Okun families have each donated $5,000 to the 
High Holiday Appeal. With this $10,000 donation (which is 
included in the total amount that is noted above), we truly 
hope that our collective spirit of giving will spur those of 
you who have not yet donated to join the on-going effort 
to support Temple. We hope further that it encourages 
those who have already donated and are able to give more, 
to do so. 

2. PEOPLE GIVE TO PEOPLE, NOT CAUSES. 
We realize that (during the season of giving) you will be 
asked to financially support a lot of noble causes; this is 
especially so at year-end. The reality is, that in most cases, 
serious money is raised when a person is asked by  
someone they know and respect. Hard to believe that  

I am well into my second year as president; during which 
I have come to know many of you, personally. During this 
surreal time, you, hopefully, have appreciated the hard and  
challenging work of your Officers and Board of Trustees, 
who (working alongside our able Clergy and Staff)  
continue to lead Temple through this tumultuous period. 

3. OFFER PAYMENT ALTERNATIVES AND MAKE 
IT EASY FOR THE DONORS. 
Following this rule, Temple will gladly take your pledge 
now, and you can pay later. While we do not and cannot 
in any way represent ourselves to be tax professionals (and 
we strongly recommend consulting with yours for guid-
ance on your personal tax situation) some of you may not 
be itemizing on your tax returns every year. Some filers, 
therefore, may not gain a tax advantage when making  
contributions to Temple during the tax year 2021.  
Notably, we are glad to take your pledge this year, and we 
will await your payment until January 2022 or even a few 
months later. Also, if you are over a certain age, there may 
be a tax benefit when donating (limited) funds directly to 
Temple from a mandatory IRA distribution. Finally, even 
for those persons who will not itemize on their tax return, 
you may still be able to take a limited deduction from your 
income for cash contributions of $300 ($600 for married 
couples filing jointly) to a qualified charitable organization. 
This may include your Temple dues or contributions. We 
only reference these potential tax advantages and empha-
size that you must consult with your personal tax advisor 
for professional advice regarding your precise situation. 
In closing, thank you for your support, now and always. 
It is due to your kind generosity along with your financial 
and other support, that we continue to find strength and 
growth as a Temple family.

Happy Hanukah and best to you and your loved ones in 
2022. 

Yihieh zeh Ratzon Haelohim. May it be G-d’s will.
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The Temple Emanu-El Adult Education Committee Presents

December 2021 and January 2022 Events:

     

Sunday Morning Speakers:

Sunday, December 12, at 10 a.m., DR. JOEL KAHN, MD, 
FACC, Founder, Kahn Center for Cardiac Longevity, and Clinical 
Professor, Wayne Med., will be speaking via Zoom on:

“Living to a Healthy 100”

Is it possible to age but avoid medications, surgeries, and decline? 
Studies around the world say you can plan for this. Dr. Kahn will 
review the studies and lessons learned to lead long and active lives 
free of the medical system. He will focus on his specialty, heart 
disease, and emphasize prevention and heart disease reversal.

January 12, 2022, ANAT HOFFMAN, Executive Director of 
the Israel Religious Action Center (IRAC) will be speaking via Zoom 
on:

“Securing Civil Rights for a Just and Egalitarian Israel 
Based on Israeli Law and Jewish Tradition”

Anat Hoffman will give examples of some of the issues that IRAC 
addresses: IRAC (the Israel Religious Action Center) pursues a just 
society by (1) Advancing freedom of and from religion, (2) Ensuring 
recognition and equal status for Reform and Conservative rabbis, 
synagogues and institutions, (3) Advancing equality in public, (4) 
Advancing racial equality and combatting hate, (4) Strengthening 
Israel’s democracy, and (5) Protecting the rights of converts and 
immigrants to become Israeli citizens and enjoy equal rights.

Please join us! Watch Temple emails for links to attend these events on Zoom. The Adult Education Committee 
organizes and sponsors speakers and educational programs for all members and our friends in the community. To join 
or learn more about the Adult Education committee, please contact Susan Genden, susan.genden@gmail.com.

AdultEducation@Temple 
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Contact Judy Front, frontj@att.net for more information

CommunityGarden@Temple  

Fall Cleanup is done, garlic is planted, and beds are put to bed! Another successful season is wrapped 
with these amazing accomplishments by our awesome team of volunteers with Mother Nature as our 
partner:

1. We had a total of 216 volunteer hours this season from April-October with eight volunteers – almost     
    double from last year's volunteer base.

2. We donated 139 lbs of organic food, an increase of 60% from last season.

3. We converted 3 of our 18 beds to perennial pollinator areas. The bees and butterflies were happy and   
    food production increased.

Our community garden has evolved into multiple facets which provide:

1. Education and awareness for children and adults, including our Yachad religious school.

2. Social, physical, intellectual, and mental wellbeing for volunteers.

3. Nutritional wellbeing for produce recipients.

4. Sustainability awareness as a new Hazon Seal of Sustainability site, creating a model for other Jewish     
    organizations to engage children and adults in a real-life opportunity to make the world better.

5. Opportunities for other Master Gardeners to earn volunteer hours as we've just become an official  
    MSU Extension Master Gardener Project approved site!

Please contact Judy Front at frontj@att.nefor more information, or to volunteer for next season.



A Sincere Thank You: We sincerely thank everyone for their generous contributions to our various funds. 
Your support allows us to continue offering our outstanding programs and services and helps us to support 
all members of our Temple Family. Thank you! If you have unused tribute envelopes, please recycle  
responsibly or feel free to return unused ones to Temple Emanu-El!

THEODORE D. 
BIRNKRANT  
MEMORIAL GARDEN 
FUND
In Memory of:
Theodore Birnkrant

Janet Levine

BUILDING &  
MAINTENANCE FUND
In Memory of:
Ken Rich

Sue & Bruce Fershtman
Louis Berman
Sally Berman  
Rick Fenster

Rose & Buddy Fenster

CHOIR FUND
In Memory of:
A Morris Nisenson

Sandy Needle

GENERAL GIFTS
General Donation:

Laura & Ed Cohn
In Memory of:
Hyman Abrams
Larry Howard
Daniel Patt

Nina Dodge Abrams
Kenneth Cassabon

Vivian DeGain
Ken Rich

Rene & Max Kreitman
Ruth Frank Winer

Stephen & Anita Winer

BEVERLY GOLD  
MEMORIAL COLLEGE  
STUDENT FUND
In Memory of:
Lola Lane

Judi, Janet, David &  
Gerald Lane
Lisa & Brian Schurgin

LILLIAN GREENWALD 
ONEG SHABBAT FUND
In Memory of:
Ida Damraur

Faye Damraur
Lola Lane

Sharon & Steve Dillon

MUSIC FUND
In Honor of:
Birth of Harper Avery  
Gorman
Birth of Asher Louis Goss

Judy Greenwald
In Memory of:
Larry Howard

Miriam & Dan Medow
Lola Lane

The Decapite Family
Joe Goldring
Myra Gross

Shelly & Jerry Order & 
Family

Gifts&Memorials

PRESIDENT’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of:
Sandra Freedman

Faye Damraur

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
In Honor of:
Rabbi Matthew Zerwekh

Nathalie Conrad
In Memory of:
Abraham & Ida Ettenson

Sharon & Mel Ettenson
Lola Lane
Ken Rich

Caring Community

NORMAN ROSE CANTOR 
FUND
In Honor of:
Davis Gloff

Euni M. Rose
In Memory of:
Larry Howard

Sharon & Steve Dillon
Henrietta E. Weingarden

Marshall Weingarden
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Zoom@Temple 
Please continue 

to stay connected. 

If you need any assistance  
with Zoom, please contact  
the office at 248-967-4020.

RABBI MILTON  
ROSENBAUM EDUCATION 
FUND
In Memory of:
Eugene H. Lastar

Shirley Finn Podolsky

BEATRICE & LOUIS  
WEINSTEIN ADULT 
EDUCATION FUND
In Honor of:
Jack Lessenbery
Elizabeth Zerwekh

Judy Greenwald
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TempleCalendarDecember2021 Check the live calendar for daily updates on  
Temple’s website - emanuel-mich.org/calendar

Event Calendar Legend: (z) zoom, (t) temple
Temple Emanu-El Michigan

December 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

   

1  
Chanukah: 4 Candles @
Jewish Holidays
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School (RSW)
6:30pm Midweek
Moment (z)
7:00pm Class with
Rabbi Klein:The Parting
of the Ways: Judaism
and Early Christianity,
2nd-5th C. (t) & (z)

2  
Chanukah: 5 Candles @
Jewish Holidays
7:00pm - 8:00pm
(z)Exploring The Reform
Prayer Book with
Cantorial Soloist Kelly
Onickel

3  
Chanukah: 6 Candles @
Jewish Holidays
6:30pm Outdoor Candle
Lighting followed by
shabbat service

4  
Chanukah: 7 Candles @
Jewish Holidays
9:30am Torah Text
Study (z)
10:30am Morning
Service

5  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
10:30am - 11:30am
Yachad Religious School
@ Esther Katzman
Social Hall
7:00pm Outdoor
Outdoor Lighting
Chanukah: 8 Candles (t)
@ Jewish Holidays

6  
Chanukah: 8th Day @
Jewish Holidays
TLC - Moonbeams at
Beaumont Hospital,
Royal Oak
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school

7  
7:00pm Music Cte. mtg.
(z)

8  
9:00am Calendar mtg.
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School (RSW)
6:30pm Midweek
Moment (z)
7:00pm Class with
Rabbi Klein:The Parting
of the Ways: Judaism
and Early Christianity,
2nd-5th C. (t) & (z)

9  
7:00pm - 8:00pm
(z)Exploring The Reform
Prayer Book with
Cantorial Soloist Kelly
Onickel

10  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

11  
9:30am Torah Text
Study (z)
10:30am Morning
Service

12  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
10:00am Sunday
Morning Speaker Series
with Dr. Joel Kahn on
living to a healthy 100
(z)

13  
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school

14  
7:00pm Executive Cte.
Mtg. (z)

15  
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School (RSW)
6:30pm Midweek
Moment (z)
7:00pm Class with
Rabbi Klein:The Parting
of the Ways: Judaism
and Early Christianity,
2nd-5th C. (t) & (z)

16  17  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

18  
9:30am Torah Text
Study (z)
10:30am Morning
Service

19  
10:00am Sunday
Morning Speaker Series

20  
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022

21  
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022
7:00pm Adult Ed Cte.
mtg. (z)
7:00pm BOT mtg. (z)
7:00pm Religious Cte.
mtg. (z)

22  
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022
6:30pm Midweek
Moment (z)
7:00pm Class with
Rabbi Klein:The Parting
of the Ways: Judaism
and Early Christianity,
2nd-5th C. (t) & (z)

23  
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022

24 Christmas Eve  
Office closed
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

25 Christmas Day  
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022
9:30am Torah Text
Study (z)
10:30am Morning
Service

26  
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022

27  
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022

28  
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022

29  
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022
6:30pm Midweek
Moment (z)
7:00pm Class with
Rabbi Klein:The Parting
of the Ways: Judaism
and Early Christianity,
2nd-5th C. (t) & (z)

30  
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022

31 New Year's Eve  
Office closed
Yachad and ECC closed
for 2 weeks to Jan 3,
2022
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
The cost of a memorial plaque in the Anne Jospey Sanctuary is $550. Should you wish to purchase a plaque in memory of 
a loved one, please contact Barbara in the administrative office. Purchasing a permanent memorial plaque entitles you to 
receive annual yahrzeit notices as long as we have a current mailing address for you or your family’s representative. Contact 
Barbara or the office at 248-967-4020 to purchase a plaque in memory of a loved one. 

TREE OF LIFE 
An engraved leaf or stone on the Tree of Life in the Rosen Foyer is a beautiful way to honor loved ones or commemorate 
special events. Leaves are $250 each. Stones are $1,250 each. For more information, please contact Barbara in the office at 
(248) 967-4020.
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 Kelly Onickel Cantorial Soloist
 Joseph P. Klein Rabbi Emeritus
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 Jackie Bean Vice-President
 Stuart Trager Vice-President
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  David Gubow President-Elect  
 Martin Leibowitz Immediate Past President
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2021/5782 Worship Schedule

EREV SHABBAT/CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday, December 3, 2021
6:30PM Outdoor Chanukah Candle Lighting 
7:00PM Service

MORNING SERVICE
Saturday, Dec 4, 2021
10:30AM Service

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, Dec 10, 2021
7:00PM Service

MORNING SERVICE
Saturday, Dec 11, 2021
10:30AM Service 

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, Dec 17, 2021
7:00PM Service

MORNING SERVICE
Saturday, Dec 18, 2021
10:30AM Service

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, Dec 24, 2021 
7:00PM Service

MORNING SERVICE
Saturday, Dec 25, 2021 
10:30AM Service

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, Dec. 31, 2021
7:00PM Service

MORNING SERVICE
Saturday, Jan. 1, 2022 
10:30AM Service

 


