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As winter has melted into fake spring, then winter again, and 
then hopefully spring again, with each passing day we feel a 
bit closer to summer when we can take advantage once again of the 
beautiful natural world around us. We also, hopefully, are beginning 
to feel more optimistic about the ongoing pandemic. While new 
infections in Michigan have been higher than we would like to see, 
we are beginning to see some relief in the numbers of new illnesses 
and some promise in the rising number of vaccinations. We are also 
getting closer to being able to comfortably and predictably plan safe 
gatherings outdoors.  

 For those in the Temple Emanu-El community, the question on many of our minds is and 
has been “when will we be able to gather in person again?” While we would all rather have 
the chance to be together in person, we know that before we plan any in-person gathering 
we must ensure that we are doing so intentionally and with our community’s safety and 
health at the top of our minds. 

 The Temple Emanu-El reopening task force was recently convened in order to determine 
exactly what reopening can look like, and how we can best accomplish gathering safely and 
comfortably. While the discussions are ongoing still, there are some promising changes in 
the coming weeks that I am excited to share with everybody.  

 Beginning Erev Shabbat on May 14th, Cantorial Soloist Kelly Onickel and I will be return-
ing to the Anne Jospey sanctuary to, once again, lead services from the bimah. This has 
been a long time coming and I can tell you that we are both excited to finally being 
able to regularly lead services together from the Temple. As we begin to work toward 
opening, we will be communicating with you about when we will be ready to open the 
sanctuary to a small group of vaccinated folks who would like to help us with a “soft 
reopening” in advance of a wider reopening this summer.  

 Then, this summer and with the help of the reopening committee, we will be mov-
ing our services to the beautiful grounds and gardens of Temple Emanu-El and will be 
hosting a defined number of in-person attendees to services. While we can’t tell you 
exactly what this will look like at this point in time, we know that your safety and 
the safety of your community is on the front of your mind, so we will be working to 
communicate to you and every temple member what we are doing to keep every-
one who joins us safe, as well as how you will be able to join us in person if you so 
wish. 

 While we will be transitioning, to an extent, to welcoming in-person prayer, we 
have also seen the beauty of being available to our community even when you 
aren’t able to join us in person. We are currently making arrangements to ensure 
that our services and classes will be available and accessible in the same ways you 
have been able to access them. Being accessible to whomever would like to join 
us from wherever they are has proven to be a wonderful silver lining found dur-
ing these difficult times - even with some in-person worship available, we will 
continue to stream services and do not plan to stop. 

We understand that you may not be prepared yet to join us for in-person wor-
ship, but we want to make sure that, when you are ready, we will be pre-
pared to welcome you with open doors and an outstretched elbow.  

Fri, MAY 7, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, MAY 8, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service 

Fri, MAY 14, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, MAY 15, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service 

Sun., May 16, 2021 
7:00 pm Shavuot Service

Mon., May 17, 2021 
10:30 am Shavuot Service with Yizkor

Fri, MAY 21, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, MAY 22, 2021  
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service 

Fri, MAY 28, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, MAY 29, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service 
with Leif Schoof Bar Mitzvah



MAY KIDS BIRTHDAYS
Benjamin Bacow
Isaac Billiau
Bennett Duchan
Morgan Jarvis
Travis Kaye
Frederick Klein
Ignes Rockwell
Gabriel Stacey
Raphael Walker

OurTempleFamily

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
David & Amanda Alberts
Jeffrey & Meredith Weston-Band
Sarah & Sam Bennett
David & Leslee Caplan
Bob & Robin Gershman
Richard & Robin Gold
Ryan Hopkins & Elaine Zelmanov
Michelle & Stephen Kay
Martin & Laura Kohn
Ed & Carol Lechtzin
Sean & Amy Lelek
Matthew & Erica McManus
Robert & Anne Olender
Aric Parr & Deita Besemer
Denny & Jenny Patterson
Karren & Jay Richard
Faith Robinson-Renner  
   & Debora Renner
Lisa & Glenn Rogers
Jerry & Dale Rubin
Dennis & Janet Schwartz
Patty & Jerry Stelmaszak
Julie & Scott Warheit
Simon & Francene Zakalik

YARTZEITS

*A light will be lit on our Memorial Board. If you wish to memorialize your loved ones in a special 
way, consider purchasing a memorial plaque to be displayed in our Anne Jospey Sanctuary.  

Each year, on the anniversary of their death, it will be lit as a remembrance. Contact the  
Temple office at 248-967-4020 to make arrangements for this eternal memory of your loved one.

May 2-8
*Lillie Akers
*Esther Berick
*Judi Steinbock Brown
Herman Davis
Akivah Drasnin
Renee Edelstein
Jean Frincke
Alexander Goldman
*Annette Grossman
*Abraham J. Joffe
*Harry Kretchmer
Esther Maddin
*Harry Metz
Albert Miller
Glenn Miller
*Helen Miller
*Louis Modell
Barbara Sue Richard
*Louis Robins
*Beverly Rosen
*Rosa Rosen
Kolmon Sachse
*Gussie Sherman
*Maxwell Sherman
*Esther Stralser
*Kelly Marie Trager
Judith Zager

May 9-15
*Rose Baransky
Betty Bean
Edwin Bean
*Jason Bennish
*Philip Donon
Ruth Elaine Dudick
Bertha Erdstein
Emanuel Erdstein
*Ethel Finesilver
*Jacob Goldstein
*Betty V. Gordon
Tenny Schlafer Green-
berg
Molly Gubkin
Golda Gussin
Evi Heilbrunn
*Rachel H. Jacobs

WELCOME TO OUR  
NEW MEMBERS
Susan and Herb Ruttenberg of 
Huntington Woods

Sophie Kellerman
Lillian Kominars
*Samuel Langberg
*Marvin Leibson
*Anthony Magdic
*Chawa Meler
Esther Rubin Messer
J.W. (Bill) Paquette
Annie Pela
*Joseph Ringler
*Bess Roe
*Richard S. Rome
Florence Schindler
*Louis Schlien
*Rose L. Schwartz
*Arnold E. Sky
*Louis Steiner
*Ronald Stewart
*Theodore Weinbaum
Rose Marie Zubal  
Castronova

May 16-22
A. George Basmadjian
Alvin Buch
Marilyn Chasson
*David Cohen
Robert Cripps
*Florine Davis
*Allen Eckerlling
*Isidor Eckhous
*Mary P. Evans
*Esther Fershtman
*Al Geyer
*Bella Goldstein
*Samuel Goldstein
Ronald Greenberg
*Julius Howard
*Esther Katzman
*Edward Lerman
*Leo Levitan
*Dale Scott Levy
*Harry Lightstone
*Bruce A. Magidson
Deborah Mark
*Charlotte Michaelson
*Fannie Pantzer

*Mollie Rosenthal
Paul Rosin
*Oscar C. Ross
*Cecelia Schlussel
*Ethel Schwartz
Louis Simon
*Olla Mishelow Stern
Anna Weinstein
Harold Zeff
*Miriam Zussman

May 23-29
*Benjamin Ash
*Annette Figot
*Matthew Figot
*Janet C. Friedman
Gail Gilman
Andrew Gulick
Genia Guyer
*Beatrice Herman
*Richard L. Hibbs
Melvin Hirshowitz
Lloyd C. Hulbert
*Sadie Kimmel
*S. Bunny Lachman
*Gene Levitt
*Milton Lucow
Jeffrey Madven
Reuben Mendelssohn
Lois Moore Kabbe
*David Norris
Jacob Solomon Ostrow
Marla Permut
Peter Polinsky
*Frieda Pultusker
Esther Robbins
*Evelyn Rosenwach
*Reba Ruskin
*Manuel Salinger
Jerrold Selman
Ruth Shartsis
Arthur Steinhart
Joan Stelmaszak
*Mordecai Szwarcman
*Sander Tobias
Marianne Wolin
Louis Zacks

IN MEMORIAM
Helen Zoe Ostrow, mother of Peter 
(Susan Edelman) Ostrow, March 24
Ben Moskovitz, father of Esther 
(Martin) Leibowitz, April 7

MAZEL TOV
Vani & Jeffrey Patterson &  
grandparents Jenny & Denny  
Patterson on the March 30th birth  
of Rafi Morton Patterson
Barbara Levitt (Bob Levitt) on the 
birth of Gabriel Easton Frenkel to 
Rabbi Jennifer Frenkel on March 31st

May 30-June 5
*Dr. Donald M. Berkower
Jennie Brownlee
*Herman Cohen
Jack Dershow
*Harry Edelson
*Emil (Emel) Edelson
*Ronna Finkleman
*Morris Gershman
*Meyer Goldstein
Phyllis Greenwald
*Jacob Guyer
*Eugene Hauser
*Jewel Kretchmer
Abraham Kutlov
*Hannah Manchel
*Abram Medow
Daniel "Buddy" Men-
delsohn
*Leon Pantzer
Celia Rosin
*Ida Schlien
Sheldon Schubiner
Anne Schultz
Shirley Schwartz
*Rudolph Shapiro
Charlotte Sharkey
*Viola Shear
*Kevin Sofferin
*Rosaline Steingold
*Doris Sternberg
*Samuel Topf
*Max Trager
*George Turkel
Bertha Ulreich
Wilma Wagner
*Elaine R. Weston
*Esther Lee Wolin
*Pearl Zafron
*Mildred Zeidman

-2- TEMPLE EMANU-EL BULLETIN    •    MAY 2021    •   IYAR/SIVAN   5781

VisitingtheSick
Hospitals and health care institutions cannot inform the Temple or clergy 
when patients are admitted.  The only way the rabbi and the Ruth and Max-
well Stettner Caring Community know of an illness is when someone con-
tacts us.  Please contact the office or Rabbi Zerwekh when you know one of 
our members is a patient, so he can be in touch.  (Please do not assume that 
we know). For those who you wish to be included on our Mi Shebeirach list, 
please let us know, and provide updates.

נּו הּוא ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת ַהחֹוִלים נּו ְוִאּמֹוֵתֽ ִמי ֶשֵבַרְך ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
May the one who blessed our ancestors,  

bless and heal those who are ill

זיכרונם לברכה
Zichronam livracha  
may their memories  

be for blessing
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2020-2021 Circle Members 
We list with pride and gratitude our 2020-2021 Circle Members and invite other members  
of our congregation and the community to consider becoming part of our Circles. Please contact 
Interim Executive Director Abby Goldfaden for information about joining our Circles and the  
benefits to both you and our congregation.

Bonim Circle 
Kim and Glenn Liebowitz 

Rabbi’s Circle 
Elaine and Eugene Driker
Dr. Ellie and Mel Natinsky 
Fred Fechheimer and Bobbie Patt
Elizabeth and Sydney Ross
Mary and Dr. Jeffrey Topf
Elissa Driker and Jay Zerwekh
Milton Zussman

Menorah Circle 
Janet and Jan Gubkin 
Janis and Jason Horton
Gilda Jacobs
Linda and Dennis Kayes
Barbara and Doug Kellerman 
Carol and Edward Lechtzin
Wendy and Todd Luczak
Laura and Jerry Miller
Susan and Dr. Daniel Stettner
Julie and Rick Zussman

Chai Circle 
Nina Dodge Abrams 
Mary Paquette-Abt and Jeffrey Abt
Beth and Jeffrey Applebaum
Meredith Weston-Band and  
  Dr. Jeffrey Band
Jackie and Jeff Bean
Carol Shapiro and Dr. Lionel Bodzin
Gaye Tischler and Frank Castronova 
Laura and Dr. Edward Cohn
Scott Cooper
Sharon and Stephen Dillon
Vickie and Dave Edwards
Dr. Stuart Falk
Liz and Joe Fallert 
Marcia and Larry Ferstenfeld
Janeen and William Fetterman
Ed Frowine
Robin and Richard Gold
Linda and Jim Greenwood 
Dottie and David Gubow
Jill and David Hart
Jane and Dr. Andrew Hauser

Ruth and Harvey Hurwitz
Jill Noll and Dr. Keith Kaye
Ann and Bruce Klein
Donna and Sheldon Klein
Laura Sacks Kohn and Martin Kohn
Natalie and Glenn Lapin
Esther and Marty Leibowitz
Rae and Jeffrey Mandel
Marcia and Mitch Meisner 
Susie Melamed
Deena and Arnold Mikon
Ruthanne Okun
Marsha and Charles Owen
Linda and Steve Permut
Debora Renner and  
  Faith Robinson-Renner
Leah and Dr. Daniel Rosenbaum
Mary Ann and Seymour Schwartz
Rozanne and Robert Sedler
Debra Holzman Silver and Scott Silver 
Elayne and Dr. Daniel Steinhardt
Brenda and Richard Strausz
Cathy and Dr. Joel Topf
Barbara and Stuart Trager

Contact Judy Front, frontj@att.net for more information

CommunityGarden@Temple  
Community Relief Garden 2021 Comes Alive!
The winter rest has passed and spring has arrived! Glimpses of green are spot-
ted in the beds. Garlic bulbs that were planted in the cold October weather 
are now 6" tall, with the pungent, flavorful bulb developing underground. 
Rose bushes, oregano, parsley, and weeds are making their presence known.  
It is time to get digging! 

Volunteers are busily repairing the beds, prepping the soil, and planting. Drip 
systems are being installed. The cycle continues for another wonderful season, 
with our food harvests going to local food pantries. The Temple Emanu-El 
Community Relief Garden, in partnership with Hazon, is ready for another 
amazing season. Come see what is happening on Sunday mornings, learn a 
little about where your food originates, and join us for a day or the season. 
See you in the garden! 

Circle
MEMBERS

May is the start of our Membership Renewal process. Please be on the lookout  
for future communications as we plan for Fiscal Year 2021/22, our 70th Year!



Education Director 
Abi Taylor-Abt

 איזהו חכם הלומד
מכל אדם

Who is smart? He who 
learns from everyone.  

Ben Zoma

YACHAD Religious School  
Congregation Beth Shalom • Temple Emanu-El

YACHADReligiousSchool 
Temple Emanu-El | Congregation Beth Shalom 
where everybody knows your name

Temple 
Emanu-El

where you belong

-4-

As we enter May, we not only are in the final month of Yachad this year, but we also celebrate. Shavuot 
commemorates the day that God gave the Torah to the Israelites at Mount Sinai, which is arguably the 
single most important day in Jewish history. Receiving the Torah marked the beginning of an entirely 
new and exciting chapter for the Israelites – one that opened up a whole new world of possibilities.

Shavuot is also connected to the ancient grain harvest in Israel, specifically the end of barley harvest and 
the beginning of the summer wheat harvest. During the festival, people would bring the bikkurim (“first 
fruits”) from their fields to the Temple in Jerusalem as thanks. Harvests mark the culmination of a sea-
son’s worth of toil, and the final bounty that comes after weeks of patience and preparation. But with 
every ending comes – you guessed it! A new beginning, and a new opportunity to envision the future 
we want to live in.

As we enter Shavuot, how can we make the most of this season of new beginnings, of newness and 
possibility? One way is to begin to plant seeds – both literal and metaphorical – that, with time, can 
bring the change we hope to see in the world. On a personal level, try making a list of three goals, 
hopes, or dreams you have for the coming months (or years). Ask yourself: what steps can I take now, 
at the beginning, to get on a path towards something great?

I want to take this opportunity of my last bulletin article to thank everyone for five wonderful years at 
Yachad. I am proud of the school we have grown together and am excited to see you continue to thrive 
going forward.

TEMPLE EMANU-EL BULLETIN    •    MAY 2021    •   IYAR/SIVAN   5781

Leif Schoof – May 29
Leif is a seventh grader at Norup  
International School in Oak Park, 
and is loved dearly by his whole 
family. He has developed three 
different home businesses, and has 
been successful in marketing,  
branding, and advertising his  

businesses, along with product development and sales. 
 Leif has played piano since he was three years old. He  
has acted and participated in many musical theater  
productions, at Norup and at a private theater company. 
He loves biking, hanging out with his friends, and playing 
with his three dogs, Spike, Luci and Meisy, and his Russian 
tortoise, Norman. Leif is an awesome vegetarian cook.

B'nai Mitzvah@Temple 

Earn $3,520 
This Summer!

For more information, visit  
jvshumanservices.org/join 

Apply now for the Jeanette & Oscar Cook Jewish Occupational Intern 
(JOIN) program and you could land an 8-week paid summer internship 
in one of the following fields:

Build your professional network and resume through 
a JVS paid internship.

Nonprofit Business Administration  |  Marketing and Communications
Human Services  |  Program Planning  |  Human Resources
Community Outreach and Advocacy  |  Development/Fundraising

Openings are limited. Applications and initial interviews must be completed by January 31, 2021. 
Open to Jewish full-time undergraduate or graduate students who are metro Detroit residents. 

Zoom@Temple 
Please continue 

to stay connected. 

If you need any assistance  
with Zoom, please contact  
the office at 248-967-4020.
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JustaNote@Temple 

Kelly Onickel 
Cantorial Soloist

 Spring is here! Although as I write this we are awaiting our annual spring-winter storm, it is still officially spring 
and there is a sense of renewal. I just spent the weekend buying plants as I anticipate the thaw and get ready 
to plant. But as I await this renewal I can’t help looking back. In my May article last year I thanked everyone 
for coming to my practicum, and again I would like to thank all of those who came to support me at my 
practicum this year. It was so amazing to see that Temple Emanu-El peeps dominated the zoom room! I also 
thanked all those who had participated in our Purim Spiel, and again thank you to all those who participated 
this year, it was very different, but still a lot of fun! Looking back made me realize that this time last year we 
had just entered into this crazy pandemic and I remember not wanting to write about it. I wanted to stay 
focused on the positive. I also remember thinking this was all going to be over soon and I wasn’t going to buy 
into the crazy and panic that was happening around me. 

Now a year later, I cannot believe I just wrote that, but yes, a year later, the crazy and panic has calmed down, and I feel as a so-
ciety we have weathered this storm pretty well. As a Jewish community I think we have weathered this storm exceptionally well! 
But now I am ready to re-emerge! 

The beginning of this month we will read in Torah of the seventh year of rest God tells Moses to tell the Israelites “When you 
enter the land that I assign to you, the land shall observe a sabbath of the Eternal. Six years you may sow your field and six years 
you may prune your vineyard and gather in the yield. But in the seventh year the land shall have a sabbath of complete rest, a 
sabbath of the Eternal: you shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. You shall not reap the aftergrowth of your harvest or 
gather of your untrimmed vines; it shall be a year of complete rest for the land” (Lev. 25:2-5) I’d like to think of this past year as a 
forced Sabbath Year. The majority of us had to rethink about how we live each day. Many of us had to stop working for a while, 
many of us had to find new ways to attain nourishment for our bodies, minds, and souls. Now as we gradually emerge, we see 
everything anew. Everything is different because we are different and that is okay. To help get you into the mood of a renewal I 
give you this “Song of Renewal” by Shimon Smith https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5jlV3Yt2Sc

Sing! Sing a song for renewal. Sing! Sing a song for peace. Sing! Sing a song for the people, sing a new song for me. Shir, shiru 
la’adonai, shir, shiru shir chadash, shir, shiru la’adonai kol ha’aretz! 

Renew my faith, renew my choice, renew my love, renew my voice. Renew my patience, renew my soul, my forgiveness, renew 
my goals. And Sing A New Song! Sing! Sing a song for renewal. Sing! Sing a song for peace. Sing! Sing a song for the people, 
sing a new song for me. Face the world, take a chance, renew my pulse, renew my stance. Renew my rhythm, renew my Ruach 
(spirit), renew my reasons, give me Koach (strength). 

And Sing A New Song! Sing! Sing a song for renewal. Sing! Sing a song for peace. Sing! Sing a song for the people, sing a new 
song for me. Shir, shiru la’adonai, shir, shiru shir chadash, shir, shiru la’adonai kol ha’aretz! Every second, every minute, every hour, 
every day, every week, every month, every year, Sing A New Song! Sing! Sing a song for renewal. Sing! Sing a song for peace. 
Sing! Sing a song for the people, sing a new song for me. Shir, shiru la’adonai, shir, shiru shir chadash, shir, shiru la’adonai kol 
ha’aretz! All you gotta do is Just SING!

Temple 
Emanu-El

where you belong

Please join us Wednesdays  
at 6:30 PM 
for our Mid-Week Moment
a lay-led gathering for meditation,  
music and community.

The intent is to fulfill a desire for a positive  
Temple community gathering mid-week.

Zoom link available via Constant Contact 
or contact the office.
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AdultEducationwithRabbiMattZerwekh 

Rabbi Klein will be teaching through the  
community’s JLearn Adult Education  
Program. For more information or to register 
go to JLearn.online, or 248-205-2557

The History, Development and  
Challenge of Reform Judaism
Fridays 11:30 am–1 pm, May 7, 14

• The philosophical, theological and cultural 
issues that prompted the Reform of Judaism, first in the 19th 
Century in Germany and then in America.

• The factors such that in 1880, of the 200 largest  
congregations in America, only 8 were Orthodox  
with the rest Reform.

• The major Reform Platforms of 1885, 1937, 1976, 1999. 

• Current social and theological issues that continue to shape 
Reform Judaism, including the adoption of new prayer books.

AdultEducationwithRabbiJoeKlein 

Lunch and Learn 
with Rabbi Matt  
Zerwekh and 
Educator Abi  
Taylor-Abt 12 Noon 
Wednesdays
Rabbi Zerwekh and Edu-

cator Abi Taylor-Abt will be leading an hour of learning on 
alternate Wednesdays, on topics ranging from the Aleph Bet 
to Zionism and everywhere in between. Some weeks’ learning 
will be influenced by current events, other times we will inves-
tigate topics requested by those in attendance. Each session will 
be a stand-alone session, you will not need to have come to 
prior classes to learn with us. 

AdultEducation@Temple 

TalmudStudy
Saturday mornings @ 9:30 am. via ZOOM

The Adult Education Committee would like your help. We are beginning the process of  
identifying speakers for 2021-22. Are there any speakers or topics you would like to hear?  

Email your ideas to doug.kellerman@gmail.com. All suggestions will be considered.

FestFest
TempleEmanu-El  THURSDAY, MAY 6, 2021

HENRY FEINBERG,  
Musician, Composer  
& Music Instructor

The Origins of Rock & Roll - 7:00 PM
Join us for this memorable event as Henry Feinberg takes us on a journey tracing the birth and early  
development of Rock 'n' Roll through the 1964 debut of the Beatles in the U.S.A. You will be entertained by 
both recorded and live musical examples of the landmark songs that defined this great American art form.  

A few of the many artists you'll hear include Louis Jordan, Little Richard, Chuck Berry, Elvis and The Beatles.

If you are an  
Amazon shopper, 
please consider 
joining the Ama-

zon Smile program. It  allows you to shop as you 
normally would while Amazon donates 0.5% to 
Temple Emanu-El of your eligible purchases. To 
register for amazonsmile, go to smileamazon.
com. On account page click on the Change your 
charity link and find “Temple Emanu-El, Oak 
Park” and select that option. You should receive 
an acknowledgment.



Brotherhood@Temple 
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SocialAction@Temple 
The Social Action Committee wishes everyone a happy 
spring with sunny days and beautiful flowers!

PROJECTS 

The Social Action Committee will be engaging in a project with Samaritas 
this year. We will be collecting donations (monetary and others) to help their 
Heartline Shelter located in Detroit. Heartline is a safe haven that provides 
shelter, food, and a supportive environment for women leaving the  
Correction System or who are homeless. All residents receive counseling  
and support to help them become productive citizens after their stay. 

Items requested to make a house a home:
• Adult coloring books • Crayons and colored pencils 
• Playing cards   • New novels and books 
• Women’s magazines  • Puzzles 
• Televisions   • New notebooks or journals 
• Samaritas COVID Care Kit Items (disposable masks, hand  

sanitizer, disinfectant, facial tissue, toilet paper, disposable wipes,  
laundry detergent, and non-perishable foods). 

• Electronic tablet (Android or Apple) 
• Laptops (Samaritas buys these for a cost of $150.00 per person so they 

can provide tech support) 
• Prepaid cell phones (two-year plans with options for rollovers) 

Samaritas has several other projects with which they work. They do good 
work and help many people. If you are interested in working with them on 
other projects, please contact the Social Action Committee and we will put 
you in touch with them.

SAVE THE WORLD TIPS

Use A Professional Car Wash Service
Car wash services are trying to reduce costs and maximize profits, therefore, 
they have the optimal amount of water for a thorough clean down to a fine 
art. Using these services ensures minimal water wastage. If everyone in the 
USA who washes their own cars used a car wash even once, it would save 
8.7 billion gallons of water per year!

Use Paper Based Cotton Buds/Ear Swabs
You can buy cotton buds with a paper spindle or a plastic one. If 10% of US 
households used paper based ones, it would save over 150,000 gallons of 
gasoline.

Choose Matches Over a Lighter
As the majority of lighters these days are disposable lighters, 1.5 billion of 
them end up in landfills every year. They are also made of plastic and filled 
with butane, neither of which are environmentally friendly. Choose matches 
instead, ideally the paper ones. The wood ones are made from trees, but the 
paper ones are made from recycled paper.

The Social Action Committee invites you to join us in  
supporting the Samaritas project. We hope you find the tips 
helpful and enjoy the books for yourself and your family. 

Please contact Sandy Goldberg at (248) 396-5072  
or sandragoldberg@yahoo.com or Lynn Hollins at  

(702) 701-4414 or hollinscreative@gmail.com, Social Action 
Committee Co-Chairs, with any suggestions or questions.  

Never trust April. It’s something that I should 
have admitted years ago. After all, I’ve lived 
in Michigan all my life. But watching the new 
leaves of our Japanese maple get covered in 
snow, it’s time to face reality. 

April IS the cruelest month. It teases us every 
year. It gives us a few days of lovely spring 
weather, even allowing the temperature to jump 
high enough for jeans-and-t-shirts. When it gets 
that warm, we don’t even mind the wind and 
occasional rain. And even if it remains too chilly 
for short sleeves, at least we don’t have to put 
on a coat when leaving the house.

But then!

April laughs at us with freezing rain, or sleet, or 
actual snow, or all three. Then there are the grey 
skies and the wet cold. It’s not even a proper 
winter cold. It’s a windy, damp cold that shoves 
its way through any tiny openings at the edges 
of our coats, hats, and gloves to torment our 
bodies that only a day or two previously were 
drenched in early spring sunshine.

April, I shake my fist at thee!

It is May though when the cold is mostly past, 
May, when we can do our spring planting for 
real, May when we can start spending days and 
evenings sitting outside in the warmth: eating, 
drinking, schmoozing, swatting mosquitoes. 

Meanwhile, there is Brotherhood.

Brotherhood will not stop the unseasonal snow 
or the cold, impolite wind. But Brotherhood 
will provide camaraderie, opportunities to serve 
our Temple community, and bagels. While we 
haven’t actually met in a long time, we will meet 
again. And we will have outings and do other 
fun things. Brotherhood members already know 
all about this. For you non-members, all I have 
to say is: join us. You’ll be glad you did. When 
Temple members talk about Chanukah latkes, 
Purim popcorn, or Havdalah hot dogs, you will 
be able to hold your head high, and beam with 
pride.

Contact Brotherhood president, Harry Onickel 
at honickel@gmail.com for more information.

Congregation  
Annual Meeting

Sunday, June 13th
10:00 AM

More information  
to follow



Spring is blooming in our classrooms as the 
school year begins to wind down. In look-
ing back, it is rather amazing that school 
feels “normal” despite all the concessions we 
have made. Covid 19 has changed the look 
of things. We no longer see parents walking 
down the halls with their children, greeting 
other parents and chatting with teachers. Now 
we see parents patiently waiting in line, masks 
on, as we take temperatures and check daily 

health reports. We see our youngest toddlers carrying their back-
packs as they wait for their daily temperature taking. They then 
proceed down the hall to their classrooms with barely a wave 
good-bye! The only tears are those shed by parents! We see our 
older children stopping at restrooms to wash up and sanitize as 
part of their morning routine. Our children may not recognize any 
of us without our masks, but our amazing staff have succeeded 
in the challenging task of comforting students in a warm secure 
environment. It almost feels like it is our first-year teaching! We do 
not know what the next school year will look like, but we appreci-
ate the confidence of so many families enrolled in school, many 
who are new families in our community.

Traditionally springtime is the time for our Young Masters Art 
Show and gift basket raffle. This year, we are planning our art 
show, though the format will be different. It will be held on two 
different nights, with assigned times to each family. Of course, 
we will have our ice cream “social” but not quite as social as in 
the past. We are having a silent auction with the support of our 
parents, who always rise to the occasion. Please check the Temple 
ECC Facebook page between May 6th through May 12th. Let the 
bidding begin!

With Mother’s Day approaching, I find inspiration from the fol-
lowing quotations. I hope you will too.

When you teach your son, you teach your son’s son. The Talmud

In bringing up children, spend on them half as much money and twice 
as much time. Author unknown

If you want your children to improve, let them hear the nice things you 
say about them to others. Haim Ginott

If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsi-
bility on their shoulders. Abigail Van Buren

To anyone who has a mother, knows a mother or is a mother –– 
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

Eileen Brand, Director,  
Early Childhood Community
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WHERE OUR EXPERIENCE PROVIDES YOUR CHILD WITH THE BEST EXPERIENCE

EarlyChildhoodCommunity@Temple 

Temple Emanu-El Early  Childhood Community has openings for qualified candidates  
for the upcoming school year.  Please contact the ECC office for further information.
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Eileen Brand
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FromThePresident 

Ruthanne Okun (248) 547-8893 or (248) 229-2709 
Rokuntemple@gmail.com

During the past year and some months, we 
have become accustomed to re-visiting a 
lot of cliches. We have often heard it said 
that “every cloud has a silver lining.” That 
is certainly true during the pandemic as 
Temple has found a way to reach a wider 
circle of congregants. Our Adult Education 
committee has presented distinguished 
speakers from outside of our immediate 

environs to enlighten us regarding relevant and timely topics. 
Our Religious Committee has furthered its mission by provid-
ing its Midweek Meditation, allowing congregants to come to-
gether to share readings, song, and meditative prayers at a time 
other than Shabbat or holidays. The Music Committee has al-
lowed us to partake in performances from stellar vocalists who 
hail from afar. No saying is truer than “we will get through this 
together.” In reality, I don’t know how I would have survived 
the past year without the support of my Temple family. 

Finally, there is a “light at the end of the tunnel.” Even though 
the COVID disease is currently spiking in Michigan and the 
variants present a challenge, we can only hope that with the 
increase in the number of vaccinations, we will achieve “herd 
immunity” and will “stop the virus in its own tracks.” Then, just 
maybe, we will have the opportunity to welcome back congre-
gants for summer services in the lovely Birnkrant garden. That 
is a goal that we are working toward. 

In furtherance of reaching this goal, we are convening the best 
medical and legal minds in our congregation, who in collabo-
ration with clergy, senior staff and lay leadership will create a 
plan for the reopening of Temple in the coming months. Ques-
tions such as how we can best ensure that our members will 
remain protected from the virus when they enter our build-
ing is a question that every religious institution has grappled 
with over the past year. The concept of safeguarding life is a 
bedrock principle of Jewish law and one that guides and even 
supersedes our best efforts. How can we minimize the risk of 
contagion amongst those members who are the most vulner-

able and how can we incorporate our Jewish values – specifi-
cally the value of every human being – into the decisions 
reached? Resources from the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC), State of Michigan and its agencies, Oakland County, 
URJ, and other respected sources will be considered as we 
review the current realities and determine how and when to 
reopen Temple and welcome back congregants. 

Just this past February, the CDC disseminated a “right on 
point” guidance for reopening directed to communities 
of faith, offering general considerations to help us discern 
how best to practice our beliefs and scale up and maintain 
healthy operations, while keeping staff and congregants safe. 
Consistent with this guidance, we expect that any reopen-
ing plan will include masks, hand sanitizers, along with social 
distancing, at least for the foreseeable future, as well as proper 
signage and messaging. Besides emphasizing healthy hygiene 
practices and intensifying cleaning, disinfection and ventila-
tion, the CDC at its website at cdc.gov suggests taking steps 
that minimize community sharing of worship materials and 
other items. Beyond that, we do not yet have details and will 
not have them until the Task Force is able to convene, consult 
and consider further these learned resources. 

Our over-riding goal is to ensure your safely and health, as 
our members are our most beloved and invaluable asset. 
If you have a question that our Task Force might consider, 
please share it with me. If you have learned information that 
we might review, we probably have it, but feel free to share it 
regardless. We want to be sure to “cover every angle” and that 
“no stone is left unturned.” It is often said that “we have noth-
ing if we don’t have our health.” So, let’s be sure to protect it. 

Yihieh zeh Ratzon Haelohim. May it be G-d’s will.

Temple Emanu-El  Caring Community and Sisterhood  
HONEY FUNDRAISER

HONEY FUNDRAISER

What better 
way to wish 
family, friends 
and business 
associates a 
“Sweet and 
Healthy New 
Year” than 
sending a jar 
of honey?

For more information 
please contact:

RRoobbiinn  GGoolldd
224488--999900--22336633 

rroobbiinnllggoolldd@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm

Temple Emanu-el 
Women of Reform Judaism

This 8-ounce jar of delicious 
kosher honey arrives in time for 
the Rosh Hashanah holiday, 

 decorated with a colorful label, 
 and includes a personalized card 
 reading “L’Shana Tova—Wishing 
 you a Healthy and Happy New 

        Year”. This card also lets the 
 recipients know that a donation 

      has been made in their honor to 
Temple Emanu-el Women of Reform Judaism.

Your cost is $11.00 per jar which includes 
shipping and handling within the United States.  
We will gladly mail orders outside the United 
States for an additional fee. To order honey go to 
orthoney.com, click the honey link and follow the 
step-by-step instructions. Our group code is 
TEE .

Order by July 7, 2015 to avoid a 
$4.00 per jar shipping fee.

8-ounce jar of honey arrives in time for Rosh Hashanah. $13 per jar. Ordering begins in late May at 
orthoney.com. Click the honey link and follow the step-by-step instructions. Our groupcode is TEE. 
Free shipping is offered through July 7, 2021. We guarantee delivery in time for Rosh Hashanah for  
orders placed by August 6th (but shipping charges will be added) and we will continue to accept 
orders through the High Holidays.

What better way to wish family, friends and business associates a “Sweet and Healthy New Year” than 
sending a jar of honey? For more information please contact: Robin Gold, 248-990-2363, robinlgold@yahoo.com



A Sincere Thank You: We sincerely thank everyone for their generous contributions to our various funds. Your support allows us  
to continue offering our outstanding programs and services and helps us to support all members of our Temple Family. Thank 
you! If you have unused tribute envelopes, please recycle responsibly or feel free to return unused ones to Temple Emanu-El.

THEODORE D. BIRNKRANT 
MEMORIAL GARDEN FUND
In Memory of:
Harvey Goldsmith
Jeanette Katzman
Jerry Lynn

Janet Birnkrant Levine
Bernice Levin
Robert H. Renner

Judy & Marc Front
BUILDING &  
MAINTENANCE FUND
In Memory of:
Ben Moskovitz

David & Jill Hart
CANTORIAL SOLOIST FUND
In Memory of:
Judy Rosenthal
Madolyn Rosenthal

The Rose, Pulleyblank & 
Rosenthal Families

GENERAL GIFTS FUND
General Donation:

Laura & Ed Cohn
In Honor of:
Birth of Gabriel Easton 
Frenkel

Bobbie Patt &  
Fred Fechheimer

In Memory of:
Dr. Louis Citarel

Florence Citarel
Harry Metz

Katz Family
Ben Moskovitz

Nina Dodge Abrams
Bernard & Roseanne Fenster
Ruthanne Okun & Daniel
Robert & Anne Olender
Mike & Madelyn Phillips
Dan & Elayne Steinhardt
Brenda & Richard Strausz

Helen Zoe Ostrow
Ruthanne Okun
TE Board of Trustees

Peter Weitzman
Stacy & Kim Conwell-Leigh

LOIS GOODE NFTY  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of:
Kit Snider

Goode Family
LILLIAN GREENWALD  
ONEG SHABBAT FUND
In Honor of:
Judy Greenwald’s Birthday

Barbara Karchin
Birth of Gabriel Easton 
Frenkel
Birth of Willow Chana Goss
Birth of Rafi Morton Pat-
terson

Judy Greenwald
In Memory of:
Leonard Bakst

Judy Greenwald
Ben Moskovitz

Judy Greenwald
Linda & Steve Permut

Helen Zoe Ostrow
Judy Greenwald

LECH LECHA OPERATING 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Elaine Gordon

Bruce & Linda Gordon
MUSIC FUND
In Honor of:
Sarah Aroeste  
(Zoom Music Café)

Sharon & Steve Dillon
Bonnie Goldmacher
Mel & Ellie Natinsky
Susan & Herb Ruttenberg

David Edwards 
 for a speedy recovery

Judy Greenwald
In Memory of:
Leonard Bakst

Arlene & Aron Kominars
Helen Zoe Ostrow

Peter Ostrow &  
Susan Edelman
Denise & Marty Ferman
Miriam & Dan Medow
Linda & Steve Permut
Elayne & Daniel Steinhardt

PRESIDENT’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of:
Morgan Stearn

Mel & Ellie Natinsky
In Memory of:
Ben Moskovitz

Ann & Bruce Klein
Marcia & Mitch Meisner

RABBI’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of:
Ellie & Mel Natinsky’s  
Anniversary

Robin & Bob Gershman
Rabbi Matthew Zerwekh

Nancy/Harold Josephson & 
Family
The Patterson Family

Zoom Passover Seder
Sharon & Steve Dillon

In Memory of:
Shirlie Levy

Nancy/Harold Josephson & 
Family

Ben Moskovitz
Robin & Bob Gershman
Gilda Jacobs
Linda & Dennis Kayes
Miriam & Dan Medow
Barbara & Stuart Trager

Helen Zoe Ostrow
Peter Ostrow &  
Susan Edelman

Laurence E. Pevos
Shelley Krosnick

Samuel Reder
Steven & Patricia Reder

Jane Sahn
Neal Silver & Teri Sahn-Silver

WILLIAM H. RATTNER  
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Kelly Marie Trager

Michael & Donna Trager

Gifts&Memorials

NORMAN ROSE 
CANTOR FUND
In Honor of:
David & Peggy Ewick’s 
Retirement
Ed Frowine
Terry Selman

Euni Rose
RABBI MILTON ROSENBAUM 
EDUCATION FUND
In Memory of:
Max Aiken
Abraham Becker
Albert S. Finn

Shirley Finn Podolsky
BEA SACKS  
SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In Memory of:
Nate Gordon

Bruce & Linda Gordon
William Greenwald

Shirley & Bernie Malamud
Ben Moskovitz

Laura & Marty Kohn
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SISTERHOOD
In Memory of:
Ben Moskovitz

Richard & Robin Gold & 
Family

RUTH & MAXWELL STETTNER 
CARING COMMUNITY FUND
General Donation:

Miriam & Dan Medow
In Memory of:
Ben Moskovitz

Bobbie Patt &  
Fred Fechheimer

Zoe Ostrow
Susan Edelman &  
Peter Ostrow

BEATRICE & LOUIS  
WEINSTEIN ADULT  
EDUCATION FUND
In Memory of:
Ben Moskovitz

Ruth & Harvey Hurwitz
Laura & Jerry Miller

Lloyd Strausz
Brenda & Richard Strausz
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LEE & MORT WOLIN  
MEMORIAL AITZIM CHAYIM-
TREES ARE LIFE FUND
In Honor of:
Sidney, Penn, Livi, Rafi Morton

Lynn Wolin
Birth of Gabriel Easton Frenkel

Denny, Jenny, Michael, Katie, 
Jeffrey & Vani Patterson

Birth of Rafi Morton Patterson
Bobbie Patt & Fred Fechheimer

Sue Stettner’s speedy recovery
The Patterson & Wolin Families

In Memory of:
Ben Moskovitz

Mel & Ellie Natinsky

New Member Highlight  
We welcome back to our Temple family…

Rachel and Alex Ferguson
My grandparents, Murt and Bud 
Sherbow, found their community of 
friends and faith at Temple Emanu-El. 
They volunteered often along with 
my parents, serving with devotion 
and kindness throughout the years. 
Growing up, I loved coming to Temple 
with them - helping in the kitchen, 
with onegs and with temple mailings. 
I found joy not only spending time 
with my family, but also learning about 
Jewish traditions and building relation-
ships with those who made Temple 
the vibrant community that it is. As I 
got older, I found my own community 
within the walls of Emanu-El through 
Sunday school, Monday night school 
and NFTY. After college I moved across the country to San Francisco 
and carried with me the values that my grandparents and the Temple 
instilled in me - the importance of community and family, faith dur-
ing the good and bad, and showing everyone love and kindness. Seven 
years later, my husband, Alex Ferguson, and I decided to move back 
to Michigan to be closer to family. We missed the community we built 
here and I knew a part of that community for me is Temple Emanu-El. 
I’m thrilled to be back home, and excited to show my husband what the 
Temple has to offer.



Event Calendar
Temple Emanu-El Michigan

May 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

      

1  
9:30am Talmud Study
via Zoom
10:30am Morning
Service

2  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
11:30am Jewlinary
session “Jewish-Mexican
Mash-Up" featuring Chef
Pati Jinich

3  
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

4  
7:00pm - 9:00pm Music
cte. mtg.

5  
12:00pm Lunch & Learn
with Abi Taylor-Abt via
Zoom
6:30pm Midweek
Moment
7:00pm Intro to
Judaism

6  
7:00pm ZoomFest
2021: Henry
Feinberg-Musician,
Composer & Music
Instructor

7  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

8  
9:30am Talmud Study
via Zoom
10:30am Morning
Service

9 Mother's Day  10  
Yom Yerushalayim @
Jewish Holidays

11  
7:00pm Executive Mtg.

12  
12:00pm Lunch & Learn
with Rabbi Zerwekh
(every other week) via
Zoom
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School @ CBS
6:30pm Midweek
Moment
7:00pm Intro to
Judaism

13  14  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

15  
9:30am Talmud Study
via Zoom
10:30am Morning
Service

16  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
7:00pm Erev Shavuot
Service with Cantorial
Soloist Kelly Onickel and
accompanist George
Jonte-Crane in
sanctuary

17  
Shavuot I
10:30am Shavuot
Service with Yizkor

18  
7:00pm Adult Ed Cte.
mtg.
7:00pm Religious Cte.
mtg.

19  
12:00pm Lunch & Learn
with Abi Taylor-Abt via
Zoom
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School @ CBS
6:30pm Midweek
Moment
7:00pm Intro to
Judaism

20  21  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

22  
9:30am Talmud Study
via Zoom
10:30am Morning
Service

23  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School

24  25  
7:00pm Board of
Trustees Mtg.

26  
12:00pm Lunch & Learn
with Rabbi Zerwekh
(every other week) via
Zoom
6:30pm Midweek
Moment
7:00pm Intro to
Judaism

27  28  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

29  
9:30am Talmud Study
via Zoom
10:30am Morning
Service with Leif
Schoof's Bar Mitzvah

30  31 Memorial Day  
Memorial Day

     

TempleCalendarMay2021
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Check the live calendar for daily updates on  
Temple’s website - emanuel-mich.org/calendar

May Jewlinary Session – Jewish-Mexican Mash-Up
Hosted by the Hollins'
Oy Vey Olé! We all can celebrate Cinco De Mayo and the influence 
Jews have had on Mexican cuisine and how Jews adapted and  
adopted Mexican flavors. Let’s explore the Jewish migration to 
Mexico, and we will introduce to you a couple recipes to celebrate 
with – which will bridge the gap from those leftover Passover  
ingredients hiding in the pantry to a Shavuot dairy treat. Thanks to 
Chefs like Pati Jinich who are bringing their own Jewish-Mexican 
culture to the table.

May 2nd @ 11:30am – NEW early time so you can enjoy your 
day!



 Matthew J. Zerwekh Rabbi 
 Kelly Onickel Cantorial Soloist

 Joseph P. Klein Rabbi Emeritus
 Norman Rose, z’l Cantor Emeritus 
 Milton Rosenbaum z’l Rabbi Emeritus

 Abigail Goldfaden Interim Executive Director
 Abi Taylor-Abt Director, Education
 Eileen Brand Director, Early Childhood Community

 Ruthanne Okun President
 Robert Olender Vice-President
 Debora Renner Vice-President
 Jackie Bean Vice-President
 Stuart Trager Vice-President
 Daniel Steinhardt Treasurer
 Linda Hollins Secretary
 Martin Leibowitz Immediate Past President
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Temple Emanu-El Directory Information
Please list only those numbers that you want published in the directory.  

For example, if you do not want children's phone number or email listed, leave blank.
Please check or circle preferred method of contact

        NAME        CELL NO.      LANDLINE                 EMAIL

Member 1  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Member 2  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Member 3  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Member 4  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Member 5  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Member 6  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Family address: _______________________________________________________________________________

OTHER INFORMATION
Share some service, employment and any other information. 

Some examples: dog walker, house sitter, plumber, child care, realtor . . . .

  MEMBER NAME   SERVICE   CONTACT INFO

 _________________________ _____________________    _______________________

 _________________________ _____________________    _______________________

 _________________________ _____________________    _______________________

PLEASE RETURN
Email to templefamily@emanuel-mich.org 

US Mail to Temple Emanu-El, 14450 West 10 Mile Road, Oak Park, MI 48237


