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Rabbi Matthew J. 
Zerwekh

Each time we gather to pray in the morning, our morning prayers 
give us a gift. For those who regularly attend Saturday morning 
services, you know that I often draw out the gift we are given of 
gratitude for the pieces of our lives that we normally may not stop 
to appreciate. We give thanks for the fact that, however intricately 
our bodies are formed, they function in a way that allow us to 
awake each morning and to have gratitude. Our liturgy helps us to 
give thanks for the pieces of our day that we may simply gloss over, 
or for which we are less inclined to give thanks. 

Think, for example, about an early morning when you had to wake up even earlier than you 
might normally. The alarm goes off, jarring you from warm and peaceful sleep and all you 
want to do is hit the snooze button as many times as it takes to make it stop waking you up. 
Or think of a rainy day when you have to be out of the house – it’s cloudy, it might be cold, 
and you know that you inevitably are going to get rained on while you’re out, leaving your 
clothes at least a bit damp and cold. Both of these examples are easy to imagine because I 
suspect we have all been in situations where we been annoyed to have to wake up early, 
or leave the house in poor weather. 

In both of these situations we could easily focus on 
the immediate annoyance or discomfort we may 
feel. When we interact with our morning liturgy, 
however, we are given space and words with which 
we can acknowledge the blessings in each of those moments. Hate waking up in the 
morning? Instead of focusing on the early morning, our morning blessings help us to 
give thanks for waking up and for the life in our bodies that allows us to rise and greet 
the day. Dreading having to go out in bad weather? We give thanks for rain that allows 
the natural world around us to receive quenching water to grow. 

We are in a very strange time during a strange time. We are living during a global 
pandemic while the world slowly marches toward mass vaccination. We know that 
normalcy will be upon us eventually – we do see a light at the end of the tunnel. 
It is during these times, when the end of an ordeal is near but not yet over, during 
which we may find ourselves discouraged or focusing on the discomfort of our  
current times. 

With our morning blessings serving as a model, I invite us all to try to find reasons 
to find gratitude for those things we encounter daily that may not seem like things 
for which to be thankful. Instead of dreading getting out of bed, be thankful you 
are able to once again greet the day. Instead of feeling stuck at home, be thankful 
you have a place to be healthy and safe. If you’re stuck in the rain, be thankful 
we have a beautiful green and growing world that supports life naturally. 

Our world doesn’t have to change for us to find blessings and gratitude, our 
thinking does. This month, let us all strive to find blessings in the midst of hard 
times and let us all find reasons to be thankful for those everyday miracles. 

Fri, APRIL 2, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, APRIL 3, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Passover 
Yizkor Service 

Fri, APRIL 9, 2021 
7:00 pm Yom Hashoah Erev Shabbat 
Service 

Sat, APRIL 10, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service 

Fri, APRIL 16, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, APRIL 17, 2021  
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service 

Fri, APRIL 23, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Social Action 
Service 

Sat, APRIL 24, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service

Fri, APRIL 30, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, MAY 1, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service

I invite us all to try to find  
reasons to find gratitude  

for those things we  
encounter daily



APRIL KIDS BIRTHDAYS
Vivian Alberts
Lilac Bykat
Benjamin Findling
Jeremy Garrett
Aidan Horowitz
Asher Horowitz
Sidona Klein
Kaytlyn McPherson
Liliana Meyers-Zerwekh
Jonah Rubin
Isaac Walker
Seth Zager

OurTempleFamily

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
James & Donna Brennan
Glenn & Natalie Lapin
Bernard & Shirley Malamud
Jeffrey & Rae Mandel
Mitch & Marcia Meisner
Steven & Karen Soffin
Ronit & Eric Wagman

YARTZEITS

*A light will be lit on our Memorial Board. If you wish to memorialize your loved ones in a special 
way, consider purchasing a memorial plaque to be displayed in our Anne Jospey Sanctuary.  

Each year, on the anniversary of their death, it will be lit as a remembrance. Contact the  
Temple office at 248-967-4020 to make arrangements for this eternal memory of your loved one.

April 4-10
*Dr. Max Aiken
*Bella Barr
*Louis Barr
Morton Braiker
Charles Brasch
Solita Cohn
*Blanche Einhorn
*Jennie Fagin
*Betty Dorothy Frank
*Kate Jacob Frank
*Eric Gilbert
*Henry Gordon
Charles Gorevitz
*Kate J. Harris
Dr. Maurice Herschfus
*David King
*Dr. Dennis D. Kovan
Bernice Levin
*Minnie Levitt
Faith Naber
Rose Lofman Natinsky
*Leo Henry Newhouse
*Fern Onickel
Irene Phillips
*Samuel A. Rappaport
Sarah Ravitz
*Seymour Shulman
Samuel Simon
*Milton Slatkin
*Evelyn Sorkin
*Harry Stein
*Kevin Traute
*Jack Weiss
Peter Weitzman
Archie Zeitlin
*Benjamin Zuckerman

Apr 11-17
John Alessandro
*Issedor Aronsson
Joseph Bean
Saul Bloom
*Max Bloom
*Bernard Blumenstein
Richard Braudo

Lynn Cooper
Scott Nathan Davis
Ilene Delidow
Sophie Eglin
Joseph Engelberg
Berthold Erdstein
*Lemuel Farber
Albert Fox
Avery Fried
*Daniel A. Friedman
*Joseph Glinter
Melvin Gluckman
Bertram Gordon
Harold Bernard Gross
*Janet Harris
Gilberta Jacobs
*Herman Kessell
*Irvin Klein
*Morris Klein
*Rosalyn Kraus
*Samuel Landau
Sylvia Latt
Bernice Levin
*Dora Lucow
Isadore Matenky
*Isadore Melamed
Roger Meyers
Joseph Pohl
*Samuel Reder
Sylvia Reitman
Florence Rose
Leona Rose
*Sylvia Ross
Betty Rubin
Robert Rubin
*Micky Schaar
*Anne K. Schuster
*David T. Schuster
Helen Stein
Maxwell Torneck

Apr 18- 24
Lottie Abt
*Eli Aiken
*Ida (Hudel) Band
Marlene Bieman

Albert Chait
Louis Citarel
*Ruth Curtis
*Rolla J. Donner
Trudy Driker
*Julius Droz
*Dorothy Droz Mills
*Douglas E. Friedman
*Edith J. Gans
*Jack A. Glass
Dr. Herbert Goldstein
*Rabbi Harry Z. Gordon
*Fanny Goren
*Beatrice Hearshen
Sam Horowitz
Samuel Hurwitz
*Dorothy Kallush
*Pearl Kalt
*Scott Irwin Kaplan
*Marjorie S. Katz
Jack Kolko
*Edgar Kornhauser
*Elsie Laven
*Stella T. Marks
*Dorothy Droz Mills
Lyle Parr
Jack Reitman
Esther Rich
*Dora Rosenberg
*Madolyn Rosenthal
Cole Jay Rosin
Jane Sahn
Jeremy Salomon
Phyllis Sandelman Garlock
Leah Schwartz
Rita Schwartz
Mildred B. Simon
*Muriel Sofferin
Martin J. Soffin
*Richard A. Stein

Apr 25-May 1
*Sigmond Barna
*Abraham Becker
*Eva Bell
Abraham Belsky

IN MEMORIAM
Grace Osborn, grandmother of  
Celia Kaechele, February 23rd

RECENT MEMORIAL  
PLAQUES
Shirlie Rhoda Levy

MAZEL TOV
To parents Susannah Feinstein & Alex 
Friedman on the February 12th birth 
of Dahlia Jules Friedman
To Morgan Samantha Stearn,  
daughter of Ryan Stearn and Julie 
Stearn on her March 13th Bat Mitzvah

*Sally L. Broad
*Seymour Cobrin
*Donald Cohen
Doris Dershow
Jan Dunn
*Lois Eder-Weisman
*Myer Engelberg
*Harry G. Feldscher
Adolph Ferstenfeld
Fred S. Findling
*Sharyn Finkelberg
*Albert S. Finn
Eudice Fischhoff
*Marian Castleman Funke
Molly Gliner
Sadie Gliner
*Jeanette Gold
Elaine Gordon
Nate Gordon
*Ann Frankford Gordon
Charles Growe
Ned Harris Hoff
Alan Horowitz
George James
Sandra Klein
Irving Kroll
*Israel Losh
*Miron Maisel
Minnie Pelzner
Isaac Pollock
*James Popkin
Stanley Rosen
Judy Rosenthal
Marilyn Soverinsky
Ben Tuckman
Kathy Winer
Ernest Wolfe
*Bertha G. Woolf
Sophia Zeitlin
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VisitingtheSick
Hospitals and health care institutions cannot inform the Temple or 
clergy when patients are admitted. The only way our rabbi and Ruth 
and Maxwell Stettner Caring Community knows is when someone 
contacts us. Please contact the office or Rabbi Zerwekh when you 
know one of our members is a patient so he can be in touch. (Please do 
not assume we know.) For those who you wish to be listed on our Mi 
Shebeirach list, please let us know, including updates.

נּו הּוא ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת ַהחֹוִלים נּו ְוִאּמֹוֵתֽ ִמי ֶשֵבַרְך ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
May the one who blessed our ancestors,  

bless and heal those who are ill

זיכרונם לברכה
Zichronam livracha  
may their memories  

be for blessing

 Temple Emanu-El  
Where You Belong!

We are a family of families, 
keeping alive our cherished 

traditions by joyfully  
sharing Jewish learning, 

spiritual celebrations,   
and a commitment  

to social justice.



BOOK NOOK
UNDOCUMENTED: How Immigration Became Illegal 
By Aviva Chomsky

Explores what it means to be undocumented in a legal, social, economic and historical context.

Immigrant rights activist Aviva Chomsky shows how “illegality” and “undocumentedness” are concepts 
that were created to exclude and exploit. With a focus on US policy, she probes how people, espe-
cially Mexican and Central Americans, have been assigned this status—and to what ends. Blending 
history with human drama, Chomsky explores what it means to be undocumented in a legal, social, 
economic, and historical context. The result is a powerful testament of the complex, contradictory, 
and ever-shifting nature of status in America.

The Death and Life of the Great Lakes 
by Dan Egan

Since their settlement in the 1800s, the Great Lakes have undergone a destructive transformation by 
pollution and invasive species, the latter a byproduct of various engineering feats throughout the 20th 
century. Egan traces the roots and progress of these environmental challenges, as well as the hazard-
ous social, economic and political problems they’ve caused. What’s at stake is the largest body of 
freshwater in the world, a precious environmental resource home to diverse ecosystems and depend-
ed upon by hundreds of thousands. It’s our job to protect it — review by Brandon Pytel. 

If you have any interest in or ideas for the Social Action Committee, please contact Sandy Goldberg 
at (248) 396-5072 or sandragoldberg@yahoo.com or Linda Hollins at (702) 701-4414 or hollinscre-
ative@gmail.com. 
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A VERY HAPPY AND HEALTHY PASSOVER TO EVERYONE!

SocialAction@Temple 
The Social Action Committee hopes you are all well and wishes you a Happy Passover!

Snowperson
You may not be, but we are sorry there were not more “pack-
ing” snow days to allow you to build fabulous social justice/
action snow people. Maybe next year!

Social Action Committee Shabbat
The Social Action Committee Shabbat will take place on 
Friday, April 23, 2021, at 7:00 P.M. The speaker will be Rabbi 
Alana Alpert from Detroit Jews for Justice (DJJ). DJJ organizes 
the Metro Detroit Jewish community to participate in move-
ments for racial and economic justice. Some of the work 
DJJ does includes, water and environmental justice, housing, 
worker rights, voting, immigration and refugee issues, transit, 
and more. Please join us for a very interesting and informative 
evening. 

Save the Planet Tips
Invest in cloth napkins you can wash and reuse. If everyone in 
the USA used one less napkin a day, current figures show that 
it could save a billion pounds of space in landfills.

When brushing your teeth, turning the tap off while brushing 
can save five gallons of water per day – the equivalent of 1.5 
billion gallons of water across the USA.

If your car has a cruise control, then do use it! You paid for 
it along with the car anyway. This will help to improve your 
mileage at least by 15%, which will in the process save the 
environment, gasoline. and your wallet.

Use reef-friendly sunscreen – as much as 6,000 tons of 
sunscreen are estimated to wash into coral reefs every year. 
Hawaii; Key West, Florida; and some retailers are banning 
sunscreens with certain chemicals, typically oxybenzone and 
octinoxate, that studies have shown can be harmful to reefs. 
Sunscreens without these ingredients are now being labeled as 
"reef-safe." Of course, other chemicals in approved sunscreens 
could still be harmful to marine life. The safest bet is to cover 
most of your body with UPF (ultraviolet protection factor) 
clothing and put the reef-safe sunscreen on any remaining 
skin.



Education Director 
Abi Taylor-Abt

 איזהו חכם הלומד
מכל אדם

Who is smart? He who 
learns from everyone.  

Ben Zoma

YACHAD Religious School  
Congregation Beth Shalom • Temple Emanu-El

YACHADReligiousSchool 
Temple Emanu-El | Congregation Beth Shalom 
where everybody knows your name

Temple 
Emanu-El

where you belong
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Yachad classes have been preparing for Passover. At Yachad we take all of our learners into account and 
understand that children have differing needs and learn in different ways.

When we have our Passover Seder night we highlight the importance of different types of learners. 
Over the years, both scientists and psychologists have developed different models to understand the 
ways that people learn best. One of the most popular theories is the VARK model. It identifies four 
primary types of learners: visual, auditory, reading/writing, and kinesthetic.

Each learning type responds best to a different method of teaching. Auditory learners will remember 
information best after reciting it back to the presenter, while kinesthetic learners will jump at the chance 
to participate in a hands-on activity.

With our special needs children, we often need a combination of all four methods. The beauty of the 
Seder Night is that we put on a show that is a perfect blend for all types of learners. It is comprised of 
not just one form of learning, it encompasses what works well for engaging all of our children.

This is what makes Seder special.

• First of all, the learner is generally with family or friends and can feel safe and relaxed.

• The participant learns visually — by watching the rituals. The lifting of the kiddush cup for Ha Lachma, 
the pointing to the Seder Plate.

• They can learn kinesthetically by doing, through touch, taste, by dipping a finger in the wine, searching 
for the afikoman.

• If they are able, the learner can read in whichever language they are most comfortable and confident.

• The learning can be auditory, listening to the stories, enjoying the songs.

• And finally, the learner can ask as many questions as they like.

The whole point of the Seder is to teach the children, to pass on our knowledge, history and traditions. 
On Pesach we go one step further, our traditional Seder, the reading of the Haggadah are performed in 
a manner that includes all of our children. Regardless of which type of learner they are, the Seder holds 
something that can appeal. Why is this night different from all other nights? On this night our special 
needs are not set apart, they are naturally catered for in the most inclusive way of all. The Haggadah 
and traditions are interactive and exciting for everyone. The Seder Night, our celebration of Pesach is 
a blueprint of inclusion for all our special needs. I am proud that Yachad is a true ally to all, prioritizing 
diversity and inclusion.
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If you are an Amazon shopper, please consider 
joining the Amazon Smile program. It allows you to 
shop as you normally would while Amazon donates 
0.5% to Temple Emanu-El of your eligible purchas-
es. To register for amazonsmile, go to smileama-
zon.com. On account page click on the Change 
your charity link and find “Temple Emanu-El, Oak 
Park” and select that option. You should receive an 
acknowledgment.
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JustaNote@Temple 

Kelly Onickel 
Cantorial Soloist

 I have been thinking about mirrors lately. It 
all began when I read Vayakhel, the Torah 
portion about 4 weeks ago. In Vayakhel 
the Israelite women bring their brass mir-
rors to be melted down and used in the 
making of the mishkan. They are melted 
down and made into a large basin for the 
priests to wash their hands before they 
enter into the tent of meeting. 

This made me think of when I was in 
middle school, my English teacher gave us an assignment, we 
had to write a paper/story answering the question “If you 
were forced to leave your home and taken to live on an island 
all alone, and you could only take one thing with you, what 
would it be?” My one thing was my mirror. I remember tell-
ing my mom and her saying “Don’t you think that is awfully 
vain of you?” I explained to her that it isn’t vanity. After all I 
wouldn’t have a hair brush or make-up or anything to make me 
look better, and it’s not so much that I want to see my face in 
particular, I just felt it would be devastating to not see another 
human being ever again, and at the very least I could look at 
myself.  

Over this past year the computer has acted as a type of mirror 
for me. A mirror I am so happy I had while being stranded on 
this pandemic island. Not because I can see my face, but be-
cause I can see all of your faces and I see my choices reflected 
in you. I can see when a particular melody, prayer, or reading 
resonates with you, or doesn’t. 

I see your happiness when we share our joy, your sadness and 
solidarity when we read Kaddish, and your comradery as you 
look around the room and see people you haven’t seen in a 
while. This was especially true as I looked at all of you during 
my practicum, I could see love and support as I struggled a little 
bit and I drew strength from that.

 As difficult as this year has been I am truly grateful for tech-
nology and having the ability to see all of you, and myself 
reflected in you. I don’t know that the Israelite women were 
thinking about what their mirrors would be used for when they 
donated them, but I think it is amazing that they were made 
into another sort of mirror, and not just any mirror but a mirror 
that also cleansed. 

If we really think about it, isn’t that what all mirrors do if we 
look deep enough, past the surface reflection, deep into the 
soul? We may see things we don’t want to see, but we will also 
see all the wisdom of those we love reflecting out to us and 
that is something very precious, and something I want to have 
with me whether on a deserted island or not.

Dear Congregational Community:
We want to take this opportunity to share with our  
Congregational Family our impressions after experiencing 
the Mid-Week Moments Service. 

This twenty-five-minute Zoom presentation was such a 
wonderfully spiritual, sensitive, and relaxing experience 
in the middle of the week!  It was lay member led, with 
prayer, meditation and beautiful music.

At the end of the presentation, we both felt a calmness 
and peacefulness that was so special for us after a busy 
day – and in the middle of a typical hectic week. We 
experienced a “breath” and “rejuvenation” that was so 
special!

It will be there for you each week on Wednesdays at 6:30 
pm on Zoom. You won’t regret giving yourself the person-
al opportunity to experience this for yourself or together 
with a loved one. Invite others too for the opportunity to 
give yourself such a gift.

We thank the gifted sub-committee of the Religious  
Committee of Temple.

Warm regards, Sue and Dan Stettner   

Temple 
Emanu-El

where you belong

Please join us Wednesdays  
at 6:30 PM 

for our Mid-Week Moment
a lay-led gathering for meditation,  

music and community.

The intent is to fulfill a desire for a positive  
Temple community gathering midweek.

Zoom link available via Constant Contact 
or contact the office



Brotherhood has been doing what we can in these (we hope) end-of-pandemic times. Super Bowl squares sold out quickly. I 
apologize if you missed getting yours. I would post the names of the winners, but I don’t recall who they are.

As you may or may not know, every year Brotherhood members take a field trip to Toledo Ohio to eat 
at Tony Packo’s and watch a Toledo Mudhens game. Last year of course, the trip had to be canceled. 
This year we are looking to possibly attend the Sunday, June 27 game. It’s a 2:00 pm game. Contact me 
if you’re interested and I will pass your information along to Joe Klein, who handles all things baseball. 
We’ve also gotten Detroit Tiger tickets in the past, but we’ll see how things go this year.

Brotherhood always welcomes new members. First year’s dues are waived, and there are bagels and 
cream cheese at every one of our Sunday morning meetings. As I’ve pointed out before, Brotherhood 
only serves genuine New York Bagel treats (direct from Ferndale) and Philadelphia cream cheese. You 
will have to bring your own lox. There are limits to our generosity.

You can always contact me, Brotherhood president, Harry Onickel at honickel@gmail.com for more information.

Brotherhood@Temple 
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AdultEducationwithRabbiMattZerwekh 

Rabbi Klein will be teaching through the  
community’s JLearn Adult Education  
Program. For more information or to register 
go to JLearn.online, or 248-205-2557

The History, Development and  
Challenge of Reform Judaism
Fridays 11:30 am–1 pm, April 16, 23;  
May 7, 14

• The philosophical, theological and cultural issues that  
prompted the Reform of Judaism, first in the 19th Century  
in Germany and then in America.

• The factors such that in 1880, of the 200 largest  
congregations in American, only 8 were Orthodox  
with the rest Reform.

• The major Reform Platforms of 1885, 1937, 1976, 1999. 

• Current social and theological issues that continue to shape 
Reform Judaism, including the adoption of new prayer books.

AdultEducationwithRabbiJoeKlein 

Lunch and Learn 
with Rabbi Matt  
Zerwekh and 
Educator Abi  
Taylor-Abt 12 Noon 
Wednesdays
Rabbi Zerwekh and Edu-

cator Abi Taylor-Abt will be leading an hour of learning on 
alternate Wednesdays, on topics ranging from the Aleph Bet 
to Zionism and everywhere in between. Some weeks’ learning 
will be influenced by current events, other times we will inves-
tigate topics requested by those in attendance. Each session will 
be a stand-alone session, you will not need to have come to 
prior classes to learn with us. 

Introduction to Judaism - Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
beginning April 7th and continuing for 8 weeks
Introduction to Judaism is an engaging multi-session course  
for anyone interested in exploring Jewish life through a  
Reform lens. Open to all, this course is perfect for interfaith 
couples,those raising Jewish children, spiritual seekers, individu-
alsconsidering conversion, and Jews who want a meaningful  
adult Jewish learning experience. Our programs welcome 
people from all backgrounds and are LGBTQ-friendly.

Topics include holidays, life cycle celebrations, theology and 
core beliefs, Hebrew, prayer, the Bible and other sacred texts, 
history, anti-Semitism and the Holocaust, Zionism and Israel, 
the American Jewish experience, and the tapestry of the Jewish 
people today. RSVP is to the office and the charge is $72 per 
member, $100 per non member. 
ZOOM LINKS TO FOLLOW

AdultEducation@Temple 

TorahStudy
Saturday mornings @ 9:30 am. via ZOOM

The Adult Education Committee would like your help. We are beginning the process of  
identifying speakers for 2021-22. Are there any speakers or topics you would like to hear?  

Email your ideas to doug.kellerman@gmail.com. All suggestions will be considered.
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FestFest
TempleEmanu-El  

ZOOMFEST OPENS WITH DISCUSSION OF  
REFORM JUDAISM

On Sunday morning Febru-
ary 21, Rabbi Matt Zerwekh 
and Rabbi Emeritus Joe 
Klein opened up Zoom-
Fest, sponsored by Temple’s 
Adult Education Committee, with an exploration of “How Big is Reform Judaism? Big Tent Judaism: 
How Big is Too Big?” 

They first noted that many people define Reform Judaism by what it isn’t. But more importantly it 
needs to be defined by what it is. And that definition is personal for each congregant as long as their beliefs are knowledge-based. 
And can extend to whether or not one believes in the existence of God as long as that decision comes from a place of knowl-
edge.

They asked the question whether there are limits to our autonomy as a congregation. We need to marry autonomy to community 
responsibility and vibrancy. Each congregation, they said, has great latitude although certain practices may be frowned upon. For 
example, there is a congregation that has services on Sundays. In theory, a Humanistic Synagogue could become part of the Re-
form Movement. The only act they are aware of that has been cause for removal of a congregation from the Reform Movement is 
failure to pay dues. 

They noted that the Reform Movement has great latitude in deciding how to interpret the Torah. And quoted a source from the 
Talmud that justifies a belief that once God gave us the Torah on Mt. Sinai, we were empowered to interpret it freely.

The Rabbis welcomed and answered many questions throughout their talk. And concluded with the precept: Reform is a verb!

ZoomFest’s second talk on March 11 featured 
Jocelyn Benson, Michigan’s Secretary of State. She 
reported about the efforts of her office to provide a 
fair and secure election process last November. She 
was particularly proud of both the record number of 
registrations and tabulated votes. An audit confirmed 
the election tally was accurate including a hand re-
count that verified that voting machines hadn’t been 

tampered with. “Democracy prevails,” Benson touted. “It was a good 
thing we had paper ballots.” Benson expressed concern, though, about 
the misinformation campaign designed to erode public confidence in the 
electoral system. “Don’t expect they won’t try it again,” she said,” but we’ll 
be prepared for it.” 

She shared several proposals designed to improve the election process. In-
cluded are an election day holiday, mailing information on how to request 
a ballot and banning information that deters people from voting. 

Benson reported on imminent plans to increase the number of transac-
tions that can be completed on-line and eliminate the need for people to 
go to a Secretary of State Office to do business. A massive undertaking 
is also underway to merge driver and vehicle records making the entire 
records system much more efficient.

Following her talk, Benson answered questions from the audience. Areas 
covered were the Board of Canvassers; U.S. Postal service; Redistricting 
Commission; reorganization of Secretary of State Offices; Michigan Legislature activity to curtail voting; harassment of vote tabula-
tors; and assistance needed from the Federal Government.

The next ZoomFest event will be Thursday, April 22 at 7:00 p.m. with The Honorable Bridget McCormack, Chief Justice of the 
Michigan Supreme Court. Her topic is “More Than You Might Think: Michigan’s Supreme Court Does Much More Than Rule on 
Laws.”

THURSDAY 
APRIL 22, 2021
HON. BRIDGET  
MCCORMACK,  
Chief Justice,  
Michigan Supreme Court

More Than You Might Think:   
Michigan’s Supreme Court 
Does Much More Than  
Rule  on Laws
7:00 PM

THURSDAY 
MAY 6, 2021 
HENRY FEINBERG,  
Musician, Composer  
& Music Instructor

The Origins of Rock & Roll
7:00 PM



Spring has officially arrived. We look forward to 
spending more outdoor time with the children and 
enjoying the sunshine. Reflecting on the school 
year, our incredible staff have created a positive 
experience within our “new normal”. The well-
being of the children continues to be our number 
1 priority.  Despite many challenges, we have had 
holiday celebrations and activities.  Each class set up 
individual baking centers in their classrooms, and 
we baked many trays of hamantaschen.  Children 

and staff dressed up in costumes for Purim, and carnival/party activi-
ties were as lively as ever.  Passover seders were smaller, just like with 
our own families.  We are looking forward to the time when we can all 
celebrate together and resume our school Shabbat services.  

Looking towards the future, we are working on a plan which will allow 
us to have our Young Masters Art Show in May. The dates are still to 
be determined. This annual event is a favorite tradition of our ECC, 
and though it will look different this year, it will still be special. 

Enrollment for the 21-22 camp and school year are available on our 
website.  We are planning for a NEW “new normal”.

Take advantage of the longer days with outdoor family activities. Go for 
walks, ride bikes, blow bubbles, and go fly a kite!

Stay well,

Eileen Brand, Director,  
Early Childhood Community

Eileen Brand
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WHERE OUR EXPERIENCE PROVIDES YOUR CHILD WITH THE BEST EXPERIENCE

EarlyChildhoodCommunity@Temple 

Temple Emanu-El Early  Childhood Community has openings for qualified candidates  
for the upcoming school year.  Please contact the ECC office for further information.

TEMPLE EMANU-EL BULLETIN   •  APRIL 2021    •   NISAN/IYAR 5781

Please contact Judy Front -- frontj@att.net -- for details

CommunityGarden@Temple  
April Gardening! 
Seed packets, especially FREE seed packets, are some of the most exciting 
things that a gardener can hold, especially after a long, cold winter. The Tem-
ple Emanu-El Community Relief Garden was a recipient of the MSU Tollgate 
Farm and Education Center seed giveaway, and this year again did not disap-
point. Some of these seeds are already baby seedlings under plant lights in the 
house, and more are getting planted as we speak. 

We can't solve the local food problems all at once, but we CAN do something 
small that CAN lead to something big. Come help the group of wonderful 
volunteers who help to grow food for others. We work on Sunday mornings, 
and often other days of the week depending on the weather. Contact me to 
volunteer and get a little dirt under your fingernails, no experience necessary!
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FromThePresident 

Ruthanne Okun (248) 547-8893 or (248) 229-2709 
Rokuntemple@gmail.com

We can hardly minimize the grief and sadness that the past year has brought. Some of us have experienced 
the loss of a loved one due to or during the pandemic. Others have taken ill or encountered unfortunate 
losses from which they will never recover. For this, we share our deepest and most sincere sympathy.

Yet, we, at Temple, have been fortunate to have clergy, staff, and leadership able to continue to provide  
meaningful religious services and engaging classes, albeit via Zoom. We have hosted numerous events and  
activities with lots of Zoom participation, primarily due to a lot of tech-savvy people. The reality is that  
members of our Temple family have shown great flexibility, wanting to be together however we are able. 
Hopefully, being together as a family and sharing traditions from years past has brought us some comfort.

Nothing is more reflective of the burning desires of Temple members to continue traditions that are near and dear to us than 
the success of a modified but still meaningful Shalach Manot. In explaining what the mitzvah of Shalach Manot (also, referred to 
Mishloach Manot) is, the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism states:

In spite of, or perhaps, because of, its fun-filled celebrations and traditions, Purim remains a holiday about social justice. 
The commandments to eat, drink, and be merry are accompanied by the mitzvah of giving matanot l’evyonim (gifts to 
the poor) and tzedakah (literally “justice,” but under-stood as “charity”). In the Book of Esther, we read, “The same days 
on which Jews enjoyed relief from their foes and the same month which had been transformed for them from one of 
grief to joy and from mourning to festival, they were to observe them as days of feasting and merry-making, and as an  
occasion for sending gifts mishloach manot and presents to the poor.” Esther 9:22.

By engaging in social action on Purim,, let us also remember that we have the power to transform the lives of those 
who are suffering, to turn their days of mourning into days of joy. 

So, early this year, when considering how to best continue the Shalach Manot 
tradition, we decided to offer members the opportunity to make monetary trib-
utes to the Congregant Assistance Sub-Fund of Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund or to 
Caring Community. Such tributes would be made in honor of a Temple family 
or others. In most years, when looking back and reflecting on Shalach Manot, 
we would be thanking a multitude of people who assisted in the event’s suc-
cess; this year, that number of persons who worked on the project was limited 
due to the pandemic, but their contribution was magnified. 

First, we thank Abby Goldfaden and her able and patient staffers, Barbara 
Zeevi and, especially, Dharlene Norris, who spent countless hours to ensure the 
event’s success. We also thank our partners – The Write Stuff - for their expert 
printing and creativity; Star Bakery for their yummy hamantaschen; and our custodial and maintenance staff – especially Slava 
Frasinich - for his computer expertise. I, personally, thank my son, Daniel, who begrudgingly (though lovingly) guided me to cre-
ate some 400 TO/FROM sheets sent to tribute recipients – with information taken from the Excel spread sheet that Dharlene 
in the office had so meticulously and ably prepared. I also thank Temple members, Faye Damaur and Jenny Patterson, along 
with my dear sister, Suzanne, who stood by ready to help with their lovely penmanship, if needed.

So, we say goodbye to Shalach Manot and close the books on another modified - but incredibly meaningful and successful 
event. As a testament to your overwhelming generosity, Shalach Manot raised an astonishing $3,039 - $1,531 for Rabbi’s 
Discretionary Fund (Congregant Assistance Sub-Fund) and $1,508 for Caring Community. It is abundantly clear that 
while much has changed in the past year, the generosity and kindness of our Temple family remains intact.

It is truly an honor to be your President.



A Sincere Thank You: We sincerely thank everyone for their generous contributions to our various funds. Your support allows us  
to continue offering our outstanding programs and services and helps us to support all members of our Temple Family. Thank 
you! If you have unused tribute envelopes, please recycle responsibly or feel free to return unused ones to Temple Emanu-El.

THEODORE D. BIRNKRANT 
MEMORIAL GARDEN FUND
In Memory of:
Ellsworth Levine

Jay & Deanie Stein
BUILDING &  
MAINTENANCE FUND
In Memory of:
Charlotte Corner

Ruthanne Okun
GENERAL GIFTS FUND
In Memory of:
Charlotte Corner

Jeffrey Abt & Mary 
Paquette-Abt
Wendy & Marc Bakst
Nancy & Richard Bossard
Dean Corner
Ruth & Harry Goldberg
David & Jill Hart
Judy Larrick

Grace Naftaly
William “Bill” Naftaly

Jerry Naftaly
Anne Schwartz

Dr. Sanford L. Rosenfeld
BEVERLY GOLD MEMORIAL 
COLLEGE STUDENT FUND
In Honor of:
Temple Family

Lola Lane
LILLIAN GREENWALD  
ONEG SHABBAT FUND
In Honor of:
Judy Greenwald’s Birthday

Marcia & Mitch Meisner
Birth of 1st grandson,  
Samson Gene Tanenbaum

Judy Greenwald
Ethan Stierna

Mel & Ellie Natinsky

Birth of new granddaughter, 
Ella Rose Unell

Judy Greenwald
In Memory of:
Charlotte Corner

Judy Greenwald
Rae & Jeff Mandel

RDF-CONGREGANT  
ASSISTANCE
In Honor of:
Jim Greenwood’s Birthday

Gilda Jacobs
In Memory of:
Faith Naber
Robert H. Renner

Faith Robinson-Renner & 
Deb Renner

LECH LECHA OPERATING 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Charlotte Corner

Elaine & Eugene Driker
Rose Scheer

Nancy Scheer & Tom Hulbert
MUSIC FUND
In Honor of:
Miriam Medow for a speedy 
recovery

Dan Medow
Norma Dennis for a speedy 
recovery
Florence Steinberg 

Miriam & Dan Medow
Zoom Music Café

Glenn & Natalie Lapin
Faith Robinson-Renner & 
Deb Renner
Bruce & Ann Klein
Elayne & Dan Steinhardt

Gifts&Memorials

In Memory of:
Charlotte Corner

Robin & Richard Gold & 
Family
Ann & Bruce Klein
Linda & Steve Permut

Mary Weise
Norma Dennis

NORMAN ROSE  
CANTOR FUND
In Memory of:
Sarah “Sally” Druker

Marshall Weingarden
RABBI’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of:
Charlotte Corner

Robin & Bob Gershman
Barbara & Stuart Trager

Sandra Frailick
Shelley Krosnick

Grace Naftaly
William “Bill” Naftaly

Jerry Naftaly
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CHOIR FUND
In Memory of:
Ernest Needle

Sandy, Daniel, Dori & Anders
RUTH & MAXWELL STETTNER 
CARING COMMUNITY FUND
In Honor of
Caring Community

Elliot Weinhaus
In Memory of:
Charlotte Corner

Jan & Janet Gubkin
Ann & Roy Dewey
Larinda Ford

The Hollins Family
Mark Eichner

Sue & Dan Stettner
Grace Naftaly
William “Bill” Naftaly

Jerry Naftaly
Zussman-Unger  
Youth Scholarship Fund
In Honor of:
Morgan Stearn’s Bat Mitzvah

TE Board of Trustees
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Earn $3,520 
This Summer!

For more information, visit  
jvshumanservices.org/join 

Apply now for the Jeanette & Oscar Cook Jewish Occupational Intern 
(JOIN) program and you could land an 8-week paid summer internship 
in one of the following fields:

Build your professional network and resume through 
a JVS paid internship.

Nonprofit Business Administration  |  Marketing and Communications
Human Services  |  Program Planning  |  Human Resources
Community Outreach and Advocacy  |  Development/Fundraising

Openings are limited. Applications and initial interviews must be completed by January 31, 2021. 
Open to Jewish full-time undergraduate or graduate students who are metro Detroit residents. 

BEATRICE & LOUIS  
WEINSTEIN ADULT  
EDUCATION FUND

In Honor of:
Adult Education Programming

Dan & Miriam Medow
In Memory of:
Charlotte Corner

Susan & Steven Genden
Barbara & Doug Kellerman
Marcia & Mitch Meisner
Laura & Jerry Miller
Mel & Ellie Natinsky
Mike & Madelyn Phillips
Elayne & Dan Steinhardt
Brenda & Richard Strausz

LEE & MORT WOLIN  
MEMORIAL AITZIM CHAYIM-
TREES ARE LIFE FUND
In Memory of:
Charlotte Corner

Denny & Jenny Patterson

IT WAS ALL ABOUT THE NOODLES!

Deb and Faith Robinson-Renner shared Jew-
ish cuisine’s connection to Filipino cuisine at 
our latest Jewlinary Event held via Zoom on 
March 7th.  Do you have a recipe or idea to 

share OR If you would love to host a session, 
please contact the office!



Event Calendar
Temple Emanu-El Michigan

April 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

    

1  
Pesach V (CH''M)

2  
Pesach VI (CH''M)
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

3  
Pesach VII
9:30am Text Study via
Zoom
10:30am Morning
Shabbat & Passover
Yizkor Service

4 Easter Sunday  5  
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

6  
7:00pm - 9:00pm Music
cte. mtg.

7  
Erev Yom HaShoah
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School
6:30pm Midweek
Moment
7:00pm Intro to
Judaism

8  
Yom HaShoah

9  
7:00pm Yom Hashoah
Erev Shabbat Service
with Cantorial Soloist
Kelly Onickel and
Accompanist George
Jonte-Crane in
sanctuary

10  
9:30am Text Study via
Zoom
10:30am Morning
Service

11  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School

12  
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

13  
7:00pm Executive Mtg.

14  
Erev Yom HaZikaron @
Jewish Holidays
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School
6:30pm Midweek
Moment
7:00pm Intro to
Judaism

15  
National Gardening Day
Yom HaAtzma'ut

16  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

17  
9:30am Text Study via
Zoom
10:30am Morning
Service

18  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
10:30am - 11:30am
Family Education(1)

19  
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

20  
7:00pm Adult Ed Cte.
mtg.
7:00pm Religious Cte.
mtg.

21  
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School
6:30pm Midweek
Moment
7:00pm Intro to
Judaism

22  
Earth Day
7:00pm ZoomFest
2021 with Hon.
Bridget
McCormack, Chief
Justice, Michigan
Supreme Court

23  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Social Action Service
with speaker, Rabbi
Alana Alpert

24  
9:30am Text Study via
Zoom
10:30am Morning
Service

25  
9:00am - 10:30am
K'Tanim
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School

26  
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

27  
7:00pm Board of
Trustees Mtg.

28  
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School
6:30pm Midweek
Moment
7:00pm Intro to
Judaism

29  30  
Lag B'Omer
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

 

TempleCalendarApril2021
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Check the live calendar for daily updates on  
Temple’s website - emanuel-mich.org/calendar

Do you shop at Kroger? Use Kroger Community Rewards to 
help Temple. To sign up – Go to www.krogercommunityre-
wards.com, click on Savings and Rewards and select Kroger 
Community Rewards. 

Click View Details box under “I’m a customer and want to  
enroll in community rewards,”and you can enter GP708 or  
Temple Emanu-El to complete. Questions – KCR18@kroger.com

Zoom@Temple 
Please continue 

to stay connected. 

If you need any assistance  
with Zoom, please contact  
the office at 248-967-4020.



 Matthew J. Zerwekh Rabbi 
 Kelly Onickel Cantorial Soloist

 Joseph P. Klein Rabbi Emeritus
 Norman Rose, z’l Cantor Emeritus 
 Milton Rosenbaum z’l Rabbi Emeritus

 Abigail Goldfaden Interim Executive Director
 Abi Taylor-Abt Director, Education
 Eileen Brand Director, Early Childhood Community

 Ruthanne Okun President
 Robert Olender Vice-President
 Debora Renner Vice-President
 Jackie Bean Vice-President
 Stuart Trager Vice-President
 Daniel Steinhardt Treasurer
 Linda Hollins Secretary
 Martin Leibowitz Immediate Past President

14450 W. Ten Mile Rd. Oak Park, MI 48237-1438
www.emanuel-mich.org
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Temple Emanu-El
where you belong

Temple Emanu-El Directory Information
Please list only those numbers that you want published in the directory.  

For example, if you do not want children's phone number or email listed, leave blank.
Please check or circle preferred method of of contact

        NAME        CELL NO.      LANDLINE                 EMAIL

Member 1  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Member 2  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Member 3  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Member 4  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Member 5  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Member 6  ___________________________ _________________ _________________ ___________________________

Family address: _______________________________________________________________________________

OTHER INFORMATION
Share some service, employment and any other information. 

Some examples: dog walker, house sitter, plumber, child care, realtor . . . .

  MEMBER NAME   SERVICE   CONTACT INFO

 _________________________ _____________________    _______________________

 _________________________ _____________________    _______________________

 _________________________ _____________________    _______________________

PLEASE RETURN
Email to templefamily@emanuel-mich.org 

US Mail to Temple Emanu-El, 14450 West 10 Mile Road, Oak Park, MI 48237


