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Zerwekh

I don’t know about you, but when the New Year is rung in at mid-
night on January 1st, I am going to breathe out a little sigh of relief. 

I don’t need to tell you that this past year, 2020, has been a trying 
time for everyone. From the global pandemic, to political unrest 
stemming from the killing of George Floyd and the subsequent 
protests and demonstrations, to political rancor from a difficult and 
fraught election season, to months of limiting our social gatherings 
and in-person interactions… There was a lot in the last year that we 
will all be thankful to leave back in 2020. 

As it is the very beginning of the year, we can do a bit to spell out 
our hopes and aspirations for the coming year. We know that we still have a way to go until 

we are anywhere close to “out of the woods” with COVID-19. Some of what we might hope 
for is not very much in our control – the course of the pandemic and the rate of infections 
and vaccinations will help to determine the course of events as we grapple with (hopefully) 
the end stages of the global pandemic and society’s reaction to the pandemic (both economi-
cally and geopolitically) is largely out of our hands outside of our own behavior.  

When we look at last year and think about the coming year, it would be natural for us to 
hope and pray that we will go back to normal and never look back once the vaccine is 
widely available. It would be hard not to have the inclination to run as far away from most 
of the events of the last year and aim to make the coming year a “do-over” of a year lost 
to social distancing and masks. 

While we would naturally want to cleanse ourselves of the experience of living through a 
pandemic and dive right back into life as we knew it pre-pandemic, we are Jewish and to 
be Jewish is to be always learning. We have an opportunity to learn from what we have 
experienced and to use those lessons moving forward. 

For some, this time has 
reminded us of the value of 
quality time with loved ones 
– as we had more time at 
home to spend, we were 
reminded of the joy we have 
when we are given the gift 
of time with loved ones. For 
others, a smaller schedule 
and quieter life felt like 
only a dream before 
March 2020 – now, hav-
ing time to sit, read, and 
enjoy quiet during our 
day is a feature of the 
slower pace of life and something we may want to hold on to as we return to 
some normalcy. Yet others have found that connecting with far-off family and 
friends via the internet has allowed once-separated friends and families to feel 
more “together” than ever before. 

This has been a very difficult time with a lot lost and a lot in our world that 
has been greatly changed. As we find a new way into a new world, let us 
remember the positive lessons we have taken from 2020 and find ways for 
them to help shape our lives moving forward. While we may not want to be 
in 2020 anymore, we can still learn a lot from it. 

Fri, JANUARY 8, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat

Sat, JANUARY 9, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat

Fri, JANUARY 15, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat

Sat, JANUARY 16, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service

Fri, JANUARY 22, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service

Sat, JANUARY 23, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service

Fri, JANUARY 29, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service

Sat, JANUARY 30, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service

Fri, FEBRUARY 5, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, FEBRUARY 6, 2021  
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service 
with Ethan Stierna’s Bar Mitzvah

Fri, FEBRUARY 12, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, FEBRUARY 13, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service 

Fri, FEBRUARY 19, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, FEBRUARY 20, 2021  
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service 

Thurs, FEBRUARY 25, 2021 
Purim celebration

Fri, FEBRUARY 26, 2021 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat, FEBRUARY 27, 2021 
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service

Temple Emanu-El Tiki Torch Menorah Lighting



JANUARY KIDS BIRTHDAYS
Brenden Burke Mira Bykat
Hannah Hollins Harper Isdaner
Gerald Klein Iris Macaulay
Tyler Mann Judy Montingelli
Shanyn Rogers Ella Rubin
Mira Schoof Elijah Starler
Lyle Steinhart Laura Winer

FEBRUARY KIDS BIRTHDAYS
Cyrus Alberts Charlie Aronoff
Sawyer Bennett Ekitu Burde
Joey Caplan Bella Cook
Noah Findling Rosalyn Gutman
Charlotte Luczak Ethan Stierna
Aiden Sylvestre Evelyn Szirtes

OurTempleFamily

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Jeff & Beth Applebaum
William & Janeen Fetterman
Nicole & Christopher Kovenich
Tom & Joyce Sachs
Alan & Marla Schindler
Mary Ann Milczuk & Seymour Schwartz
Jacob & Linda Schwarzberg
Bob & Rozanne Sedler

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Joe & Liz Fallert
Robert & Tina Gutman
Glenn & Kim Liebowitz
Steven & Linda Permut
Sidney & Joyce Schulman

YARTZEITS

*A light will be lit on our Memorial Board. If you wish to memorialize your loved ones in a special 
way, consider purchasing a memorial plaque to be displayed in our Anne Jospey Sanctuary.  

Each year, on the anniversary of their death, it will be lit as a remembrance. Contact the  
Temple office at 248-967-4020 to make arrangements for this eternal memory of your loved one.

JAN 3 - 9
Albert Applebaum
*Rebecca Berman
William Diamond
Abe Epstein
Robert Farrah
*Herman Federman
*Howard H. Feigelson
*Sidney Feldman
Pearl Fischman
Denise Ann Fogelman
*Anne Frank
Mary Goldman
Adele Goldstein
*Michael Haber
Sylvia Horowitz
*Ella Kaatz
*Helen Kaczander
*William Alan Katzman
Phyllis Kellerman
*David Konop
Jane Levitt
Ira Markwood
Richard Miller
Jenny Minkow
Jean Permut
Naomi Roberts
*Sol Rosenhaus
Gary Rosenthal
Nathan Rosin
*Beatrice Sacks
*David M. Schwartz
*Sidney H. Silver
*Nathaniel Steingold
Harold Tischler
Robert Zager

JAN. 10- 16
Mark Applebaum
*Morris Band
*Wilfred “Brod” Donner
*Sam Engelberg
*Joseph L. Feinburg
*Leona Feinburg
Joseph Feitler
Morris Fowler
Julie Singer Freeman
Murray Genden
Leonard Girson
Sanford Gold
*Elisha (Al) Gold
Helen Goldberg
Cele Goldsmith Lalli
*Dr. Louis Goodman
*Samuel A. Green
Anita Gruen
*Charles A. Kalt
*Frances Konop

*Ethel Kotzer
*Jacob Langberg
*Eileen J. Lansky
Lottie Levin
*Sadye Meisner
Dorothy Mulka
Phillip Rubin
Edward Schindler
*Sarajane Schwartz
*Merilyn Schwartz
*Morris Schwartz
Abraham Schwarzberg
Sarah Sharpe
*David Shaw
Sylvia Sloan
*Ida Spiegel
*Bernard Steinger
Louis Stovack
Saralee Tessler
*Harry Tischler
*Morris Tischler
*Herman C. Weinberger
Stanley Wise
*Solomon Zlatkin

JAN 17 – 23
*Minabel Bernstein
*Annie Bloom
Bernard M. Cohen
Bernard Cooper
*Shirley Dickman
*Frances Donon
Celia Sasan Dunn
Jeannette Eizelman
*Bella Garfinkel
Ike B. Gillis
Carolyn Gold
Millie Greengood
*Arthur Harris
*Anna S. Hendelman
Gerson Horton
Lillian Kahn
*Eleanor Kahn-Ettlinger
*Morris Kallush
*David M. Katz
Janice Kepes
Joseph Kolinski
Charla Krupp
Leona Kutlov
David Lefko
Ben Levenson
*Lewis Levin
*Pearl J. Lieberman
Marvin Littman
*Morris J. Mandell
Henry Milczuk
Sadie Miller
*Mary Modell

*Clara Moray
David Newman
Robert Jonathan Patt
*Mildred Robinson
*Molly Rosengarten
Harold Rosin
*Shirley Sachs
Gerald Sacks
Charles Schwartz
Irving Schwartz
Bernice Segal
*Benjamin Shapiro
Janet Elaine Shartsis
*Muriel “Murt” Sherbow
Norma Guyer Sobesky
Gordon Stillwell
*Louis Stutz
*Neil Alan Werner
Betty Wise

JAN 24- 30
Howard Abrams
*George Allen
Robert Alpert
*Mary Barna
*Saul Bechek
*Samuel Berg
*Ruth Blumenstein
*Ben Braiker
Frances Brown
*Loraine Carson
Bert Cohen
*Dorothy Collens
Robert Docks
Irving Dunn
*Gertrude Feber
*Paul Aaron Fogel
*George Frank
Joy Gable
Irving Ginsberg
*Lewis W. Gleekman
*Bessie Golds
*Rose Kaplan
Walter Kellerman
*David King
*Anna J. Klinsky
*Dr. Barnard Lieberman
Dorothy Matenky
Lynn Podolsky
Elliot Polinsky
Max Isadore Rich
Sol Rynor
Noah Seefor
Esther Shrager
Ernest Siebenwirth
Robert St. Mary
*Philip Stein
Bessie Stewart

Temple  
Emanu-El  

Where You Belong!

We are a family of  
families, keeping alive  

our cherished traditions  
by joyfully sharing  
Jewish learning,  

spiritual  celebrations,   
and a commitment  

to social justice.

IN MEMORIAM
Adell Ozrovitz, mother of Bruce 
(Sharon) Ozrovitz, November 19th

*Fay Susman
*Samuel Weiss
*Ned Weitzman
*Louis Zlatkin

JAN 31-FEB 6
Sylvia Ash
Martha Barrish
*Mary Berick
*Sol Boesky
Lorraine Bookstein
Beatrice Docks
*Charles Driker
*Sidney Frank
Arthur L. Goldsmith
*Lillian Greenwald
Joseph Gutmann
*Celia Hoffman
*Irving Kline
*Rose Braun Kohl
*Bertha Kohn
*Lillian Kornhauser
*Mollie Landau
*Belle Levine
*Ida Losh
Roberta Lupo
*Edward Mandel
Bruce Menken
Melvin Mermell
*Jessie Miller
*Sheldon H. Roth
Sam Rudner
Bessie Sasan
*Robert Herman Singer
*Morris W. Weingarden

FEB 7 -13
Michael Alpert
Janet Bakst
Bessie Belsky
Anita Borden
*Morris P. Cohen
Kenneth L. Davis
*Charles Dodge
*Ruth Dodge
*Anna Dovitz
*Bess Alper Dutsch
Robert Fallert Sr.
*Hyman Friedman
Rebecca Glass
Pearl Goldberg
Renee Gunsberg
*William Isaacs
*Sophie Kaploe
*Albert Kneip
*May Leeds
Louis Lefkovits
*Dr. Sidney S. Levine
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VisitingtheSick
Hospitals and health care institutions cannot inform the Temple 
or clergy when patients are admitted. The only way our rabbi 
and Ruth and Maxwell Stettner Caring Community knows is 
when someone contacts us. Please contact the office or Rabbi 
Zerwekh when you know one of our members is a patient so 
he can be in touch. (Please do not assume we know.) For those 
who you wish to be listed on our Mi Shebeirach list, please let us 
know, including updates.

נּו הּוא ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת ַהחֹוִלים נּו ְוִאּמֹוֵתֽ ִמי ֶשֵבַרְך ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
May the one who blessed our ancestors,  

bless and heal those who are ill

*Charles Levy
Bruce MacMurray
*David Marks
*Bernard H. Mechanic
*Benjamin Meyrson
Nadia Ponichter
*Ida Robins
*Ronald S. Rubin
*Abraham Sacks
Harry Schreier
*Morris Schwartz
Adele Singer
Sarah Thomas
Donnabelle White
Feb 14-20
Bunny Band
Ann Barth
*Rose Bloom
Roy Dewey
Ida Diamond
*Joseph Dorfman
*Walter D. Feldmesser
*Joseph Frank
Lou Friedman
Anita Garfield
Helen Gleekman
*Henry Gordon
*Fannie Gordon
*Rachel Grand
*Samuel Grobman
Jack Gubkin
*Charles Hamburger
Jane Hassard
Carole Jonas
*Harry Kaplan
Marion Jane Klavons
*Gloria Klein
*Ida Klein
Rose Lefkovits
Ruth Leibowitz
*Esther Leibson
*Hyman Lepler
*Albert Manchel
*Geeziena M. Meester
*Dr. Jack L. Miller
Sola Hamburger Modell
*Evelyn Primak
Harry Riche
Molly Shapiro
*Lillian Sherman
*Max Spiegel
*Klara Stark
*Ryan Adam Unatin
*Milton Weiss
William Zeplain

FEB.21-27
*Louis Alpiner
*Jennie Aronsson
*Rose Braiker
Loren Sue Burton
Celia Cohen
Adolph Damraur
Ann Dewey
Jacob “Jack” Driker
William Ehrlich
*Belle Eisenberg
*Renee Eisenberg
Helen Epstein
Larinda Ford
Belle Friedlander
Zelda Gilman
Howard Gluckman
*Lorraine Marilyn Goldberg
*Conrad Goode
*Conrad Goode
Edna Greenwald
*Samuel Grobman
Robert Holzman
Jean Hulbert
*Seymour Jones
Edwin Klein
*Margarethe Kollmann
*Hershel Levin
Stanley Liebowitz
*Katherine Magdic
*Daniel Miller
Woolf Pela
Shirley Plotnik
*Lila S. Reder
*Alice Robbins
*Philip Robinson
Sol Rose
*Rabbi Milton Rosenbaum
*Thelma Rosenbaum
*Sol Rosengarten
*Dr. Gilbert Schoenfield
Frank Selman
*Mitchell Smith
*Sam Solomon
*Dr. Norman N. Steinberg
*Issac Strickstein
*Abraham Tigay
*Augusta Trager
George Ulreich
Joseph Vulcan
*Dr. Richard A. Weiner
Irving Weintraub
Victor Zuckerman

זיכרונם לברכה
Zichronam livracha  
may their memories  

be for blessing

BECAUSE OF YOU! 
 Temple Exceeds High Holiday Appeal Goal

It is with so much appreciation that we share this announcement 
with you. Because of your kind and generous contributions,  

we have reached and exceeded our goal for the High Holiday  
Appeal. As of December 10, 2020, contributions to the Appeal  

from our members totaled $44,989, exceeding our $40,000 goal –  
a remarkable achievement. You have our sincere appreciation  

and gratitude. At this time, more than ever, your  
donations are sorely needed as we face so many  

once-in-a-lifetime challenges, together.

Ruthanne Okun, President and  
Martin Leibowitz, Immediate Past President

Zoom@Temple 
Please continue 

to stay connected. 

If you need any assistance  
with Zoom, please contact  
the office at 248-967-4020.



Education Director 
Abi Taylor-Abt

 איזהו חכם הלומד
מכל אדם

Who is smart? He who 
learns from everyone.  

Ben Zoma

YACHAD Religious School  
Congregation Beth Shalom • Temple Emanu-El

YACHADReligiousSchool 
Temple Emanu-El | Congregation Beth Shalom 
where everybody knows your name

Temple 
Emanu-El

where you belong

-4-

With the advent of a new Gregorian year, we enter 2021 
with the hope sparked by the light of last month’s Chanukah 
candles warming our souls.

It is no surprise that we end our reading of the book of 
Bereishit this month and begin the journeys of Shemot, 
as we ourselves are about to embark on a new journey of 
hope. 

Faith and science go hand in hand, and we believe that God 
helps those that help themselves and we ourselves hold re-
sponsibility for our choices. So, we have many new items on 
our horizon this month. One of which is a vaccine to lead us 
out of the pandemic hopefully being the impetus taking us 
once again from darkness to light.

At Yachad, we are continuing with our Jewish learning based 
on a platform of social and emotional well-being. I am per-
sonally so proud of our students who have shown up and 
continued to commit to their Jewish education and historical 
heritage. 

The 1:1 Hebrew for each student is the silver lining in a year 
where so much needed to be rethought, rechallenged, and 
renewed all due to circumstances beyond our control. As 
we look forward to next year returning face to face, we can 
take the lessons we have learnt to ensure that this individual 
attention to detail and each child’s needs continue to be 
met.

The whole school did a wonderful art project for Chanukah. 
Here is a picture of how we spread our Yachad light!
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Ethan Stierna  - Feb. 6

Ethan Stierna is a 7th grader 
at Norup International,where 
he plays the cello in the school 
orchestra and enjoys Social Studies 
class the most. He lives in Oak 
Park with his parents, Alexander 
and Andrea Stierna. He also has 2 
older brothers, Aaron and Zach-

ary. Ethan is a kind and caring young man who makes 
his parents very proud. Ethan’s maternal grandparents 
are Roberta Gorevitz and the late Charles Gorevitz. 
His paternal grandparents are Paul Stierna and the late 
Peggy Stierna.

B’naiMitzvah@Temple 
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JustaNote@Temple 

Kelly Onickel 
Cantorial Soloist

The caretakers of history must ensure that  
the past is neither forgotten nor repeated.

A FILM BY KEITH FAMIE

                      MARVIN & BETTY DANTO FOUNDATION, DONALD & MARJORY EPSTEIN,  WARREN & CAROL ANN ROSE, SPILL THE HONEY 
JIM & CATHY DEUTCHMAN, CONGREGATION B’NAI MOSHE, TEMPLE EMANU-EL           BRENDAN MARTIN & JOE GRANT,                  SARA HALL ASSOCIATE

PRODUCER 

COMMUNITY  
LEADERS 

EDITED
BY

A VISIONALIST ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTIONS   I   ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

   

NEIL MICHAELS, DANIEL GROSS, PAMELA SCHIFFER, KELLY ONICKEL, STEPHANIE MICHAELS FEATURING
CANTORS

JOHN & CAROLE KULHAVI, TOM & SUE RAUEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS

 In my past couple of articles, I have mentioned that I will be singing in the wonderful non-profit movie Shoah 
Ambassadors. We will be one of only four congregations in Michigan that will be physically represented in the 
film and I am super proud and happy that our congregation has stepped up to help sponsor this project. The 
Temple Emanu-El Music Committee and the Temple’s Holocaust Fund have kindly donated the funds needed 
and although as part of the donation they would receive special recognition in the movie they have requested 
that the recognition go to all of Temple Emanu-El. The Music Committee feels strongly that they are a part of 
our larger community and that the recognition go to the entire Temple Emanu-El Community. But I would be 
remiss if I did not tell all of you, our Temple Emanu-El Community, that a very special thanks goes to our Mu-
sic Committee. That is not all. The Music Committee and I have arranged for a special private showing of the 
Shoah Ambassadors with a Q & A that will follow with the director Keith Fame. Because of the current situa-

tion of our world, we have not yet set the date for this event. As soon as the film is completed, we will be able to move forward. 
The projected date is the end of January or beginning of February. Please keep a look out in you emails for more information. 
Meanwhile below is a synopsis of the movie along with a link for more information.

Many of us breezed through our history classes, memorizing a few dates and learning a handful of events, but most of the details 
had probably faded by graduation. However, some historical events are so significant and the effects so long-lasting that they tran-
scend classrooms and live with us forever. Foremost, among these, is the Holocaust. The atrocities committed by the Nazi regime 
left a scar across the globe that continues to haunt the remaining eyewitnesses.

No novel, film, or museum can truly capture the horrors 
of what they experienced firsthand. 

Throughout the intervening years, many courageous 
Holocaust survivors have shared their stories with us, but 
sadly, their numbers are dwindling. If we are going to ac-
cess these memories directly, before the final grains filter 
through the hourglass, the time to do it is now. 

This is the goal of our new PBS documentary, Shoah  
Ambassadors. We intend to bridge the chasm between 
the generation who endured the nightmare of World War 
II and today’s bright-eyed, tech-savvy youths, who may 
only have a limited grasp of what their elders suffered. 

Working closely with the Holocaust Memorial Center in 
Farmington Hills, Michigan, Emmy Award- winning direc-
tor/producer Keith Famie and Visionalist Entertainment 
Productions, five select Holocaust survivors will be given 
an opportunity to share their personal histories with two 
young adults. These two young ambassadors, utilizing 
their own creative expression, will then become the care-
takers of this history. Throughout the film, we will watch 
as empathy and respect grow among youths who have 
previously experienced the Holocaust only through news-
reels and reenactments, but who now hear the details of 
those dark days from those who actually lived them. 

Our intention is that these survi-
vors may thus pass the torch of 
remembrance to a new gen-
eration. Today’s young people 
may not have lived through the 

Holocaust themselves, but they must now become the 
caretakers of history so that the triumphs and tragedies of 
these Jewish icons may never be forgotten. 

For more information: shoahambassadors.com



Brotherhood would like to welcome everybody to 2021. We are not claiming this year as Brotherhood’s year, (not yet anyway, 
we’ll talk in December), but we would like everyone to feel comfortable in this year. As we all sadly recall, Brotherhood, like 
everyone else, was hampered in our activities, and was not able to do the things that Brotherhood has become known for doing. 

One thing we will be doing this year is selling Super Bowl squares. This year’s Super Bowl is scheduled for Sunday, February 7. 
Stay tuned for more information. As the year picks up speed and we are allowed to engage in more activities, Brotherhood will 
return to doing Hotdogs and Havdalah, Steak ‘N’ Schmooze, Chili Cook-Off, and other exciting activities.

We will also have meetings again. At some point, when Temple opens up, they will be in person. We will be able to meet in 
person, face to face (or mask to mask), make plans, eat bagels, drink coffee, and from time to time, play a few friendly hands of 
poker. I may not have mentioned the bagels when I was trying to encourage new members in the past, but yes, there are bagels at 
all our once-a-month, Sunday morning meetings. They are from New York Bagel in Ferndale, so you know they are the real thing; 
not those oversized, disappointing chain store bagels. Potential new members should keep that in mind.

Also, when Temple opens up, and we can once again enjoy each other’s company during Shabbat services, don’t forget that the 
beautiful new Ark doors were made possible by donations from Brotherhood and Sisterhood. It will be nice to see them in person 
again. But, getting back to bagels…

 After winning a battle that vastly expanded his empire, Napoleon summoned his commanders to a celebration.

“Gentlemen, today I reward your courage! Ask and it shall be granted!”

The Bavarian commander said, “Autonomy for Bavaria!”

“So it shall be!”

The Slovakian commander said, “Liberty for Slovakia!”

“So it shall be!”

And so it went for the Arabian and the Ukrainian generals.

Finally, the commander of the Jewish legion stepped forward.

“And what for you, my loyal friend?”

“I would like a cup of hot coffee with milk and no sugar, two bagels with cream cheese, and some lox on the side.”

“Bring my friend his breakfast immediately!”

As the Jewish commander sat down to eat, the other commanders gaped in amazement.

“You fool!” said the Bavarian commander. “Why make such a stupid request? You could have asked for a nation, or riches and power! 
Why waste your wish on bagels?”

“At least I got what I asked for.

Brotherhood@Temple 

Please contact Judy Front -- frontj@att.net -- for details

CommunityGarden@Temple  

Winter Planning in the Garden
You may think the garden season is non-existent in January and February, but to a 
gardener, this is a busy time of planning, dreaming, and seed ordering. An excit-
ing evening for a gardener is sitting in front of the newly arrived garden catalogs, 
paging through the latest and greatest, and dreaming about the best season yet! If 
you’re amongst this group of catalog enthusiasts, or if you’re interested in learning 
more about nature, food, and sowing, then join us in April for our spring garden 
clean-up and planting--Dates TBA. We need volunteers throughout the season, 
whether you can help us one week, three weeks, or the entire summer, we would 
love to have you join us in the Temple Emanu-El Food Relief Garden!
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Sisterhood@Temple 

Please join us on Sunday, February 7, 2021 at 10:30 a.m.on 
Zoom to discuss Einstein and the Rabbi, winner of the 2017 
Nautilus Award in the Religion/Spirituality of Western Thought 
category.

A bestselling author and rabbi's profoundly affecting explora-
tion of the meaning and purpose of the soul, inspired by the 
famous correspondence between Albert Einstein and a grieving 
rabbi.

“A human being is part of the whole, called by us ‘Universe,’ a part limited in time and space. He 
experiences himself, his thoughts, and feelings as something separate from the rest – a kind of optical 
delusion of his consciousness...” Albert Einstein

When Rabbi Naomi Levy came across this poignant letter by Einstein it shook her to her core. His words perfectly captured 
what she has come to believe about the human condition: That we are intimately connected, and that we are blind to this 
truth. Levy wondered what had elicited such spiritual wisdom from a man of science? Thus began a three-year search into 
the mystery of Einstein's letter, and into the mystery of the human soul. What emerges is an inspiring, deeply affecting book 
for people of all faiths filled with universal 
truths that will help us reclaim our own souls 
and glimpse the unity that has been evading 
us.

This invitation is open to all members of 
Temple. You can support Temple Emanu-El 
by purchasing the book on Amazon, through 
Amazon Smile.

Earn $3,520 
This Summer!

For more information, visit  
jvshumanservices.org/join 

Apply now for the Jeanette & Oscar Cook Jewish Occupational Intern 
(JOIN) program and you could land an 8-week paid summer internship 
in one of the following fields:

Build your professional network and resume through 
a JVS paid internship.

Nonprofit Business Administration  |  Marketing and Communications
Human Services  |  Program Planning  |  Human Resources
Community Outreach and Advocacy  |  Development/Fundraising

Openings are limited. Applications and initial interviews must be completed by January 31, 2021. 
Open to Jewish full-time undergraduate or graduate students who are metro Detroit residents. 

Sponsored by  
Sisterhood WRJ  

of Temple Emanu-El

We are EVERY Woman at 
Temple and the Heart of the 

Congregation

If you are an Amazon shop-
per, please consider joining 
the Amazon Smile program. 
It  allows you to shop as you 

normally would while Amazon 
donates 0.5% to Temple Emanu-
El of your eligible purchases. To 
register for amazonsmile, go to 
smileamazon.com. On account 
page click on the Change your 
charity link and find “Temple 

Emanu-El, Oak Park” and select 
that option. You should receive 

an acknowledgment.



-8- TEMPLE EMANU-EL BULLETIN   •  JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021    •   TEVET /SHEVAT/ADAR 5781

The Ruth and Maxwell Caring Community is one of Temple’s 
most vital committees. We aspire to bring meals to those 
grieving a loss of a loved one as well as to those recovering 
from surgery or serious illness. We welcome and are seeking 
volunteers to contact families and/or deliver meals.

Can you please help? Perhaps you’ve received a Caring Community meal and would like to give back.  
Or maybe you know the Temple member who is recovering from surgery.  Leadership of the Caring Commu-
nity has spent many hours coming up with a simple way for you to volunteer for this very important mitzvah. 
Please contact Sandy Goldberg for particulars at sandragoldberg@yahoo.com / 248-396-5072

caring community
Temple Emanu-El

Temple Emanu-El  
will be delivering  
groceries for Yad  
Ezra on Sunday,  

January 24th.  
Please contact the  

office if you can  
help with safe,  

contactless  
deliveries, or  

contact YadEzra 
at 248-548-3663

Temple 
Emanu-El

where you belong

Explore Jewlinary Cuisine
Bobby Flay has nothing on us this year as we explore culinary cuisine of 
Jews around the world. Open to all, Jewlinary will be a deliciously fascinat-
ing tour exploring culinary history, food, culture, Jewish chefs, recipe swap 
and live cooking dem-
onstrations via Zoom. A 
running recipe index will 
be available to all. Stay 
tuned for some culinary 
swag giveaway. Register 
in advance to receive 
the agenda prior to the 
culinary event. Our first 
tour will take place on 
January 16 with the Hol-
lins family. Look out for 
further information via 
email, bulletin, website or 
simply phone the TE of-
fices. If you are interested 
in being a host chef - let 
us know – bon appetit!

New Virtual Cocktail Party
Temple Emanu-El is shaking things up to bring a little sparkle and fizz 
February 14th. Your host with the most is kicking off a new series for 
adults only – looking to dram away a little winter. “MixJewology, TE 
Mixology and Social Hour” will be presented by our first host of the 
season Rabbi Zerwekh. Each virtual social hour will be on Zoom, of 
course, and the host will be mixing up something spectacular with 
a non-alcoholic version too. Recipe with shopping list will be sent 
out prior to class and you can follow along with your bartender. Feel 
free to bring your own beverage of choice and schmooze along with 
everyone. If you are interested in showcasing your mad mix skills, let 
the office know and you can be a virtual host. Look out for further 
information via email, bulletin, website or simply ring the TE offices. 
Cheers!
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SocialAction@Temple 

Social Action Contest
Have a little winter fun with our Social Action Snowperson 
Contest. Get creative and build something relating to a Social 
Action initiative, such as, Ruth Bader Ginsberg or other person 
or theme that makes you think of social action/social justice. Be 
inventive and creative! The contest is open to the whole Con-
gregation and nursery school families. There will be a judging 
for adults from 12 years old and up and two for children (6 to 
11 years old and one for under 6). Snap a photo and send it to 
Linda at hollinscreative@gmail.com. Please add your name and 
age and the Social Action Committee will select a winner from 
each age group. Need motivation? You get not just the fame of 
being a Social Action Snow Hero, but you will receive a small 
prize for your effort! The contest will be ongoing all winter, as 
long as we have snow. Get your supplies together to build your 
creation so you will be ready when we have a large snowfall.  
Enjoy!

Introducing the Ruth Ellis Center
Temple Emanu-El’s Social Action Committee and the Jewish 
Gay Network facilitated a generous donation from Meijer’s. 
Michael Daitch 
of the Jewish 
Gay Network 
(JGN), volun-
teers from the 
Ruth Ellis Center 
and Faith Rob-
inson Renner, 
from both JGN 
and the Temple’s 
Social Action 
Committee, 
gave twenty families of Transgender young people Thanksgiving 
boxes which included a turkey plus fixings and a family game. 
JGN has given to the Center for almost a decade, usually at 
Christmas time for a Jewish Mitzvah Day. This year, the Cen-
ter’s facilitator suggested that Thanksgiving would be a perfect 
time because of the Pandemic – which has changed the way 
the facility operates. Volunteers were happy to comply!

The Ruth Ellis Center was founded in 1999 one year before 
Ruth Ellis died at 101. She was born in Springfield, Illinois and 
came out as a lesbian in 1915. After high school she met her 
partner, Ceciline “Babe” Franklin and together they moved to 
Detroit in 1937 for more opportunities. While living on De-
troit’s West Side, they opened their home to African American 
LGBTQ young people who needed a refuge in their life. 

Ruth’s political activity continued through the years of her life 
in Detroit. Ruth’s life was honored in the opening of the Ruth 
Ellis Center, a housing and drop-in center for LGBTQ youth 
and young adults struggling with home, work, and education in 
a world that does not welcome them, and facing the discrimina-

tion, exclusion and violence which is prevalent especially in 
families of color. The Center offers activity, tutoring, friend-
ship, medical needs, food, clothing and sometimes a tempo-
rary home. 

The Jewish Fund recognized The Ruth Ellis Center as the 
recipient of the 2020 Robert Sosnick Award of Excellence at 
its annual meeting on November 24 for its health and well-
being programs. 

ADL Concert Against Hate

For 25 years, the ADL had honored individuals who took a 
courageous stand when confronted with antisemitism, hatred 
and bigotry. These stories are told by combination of music, 
performances and dramatic storytelling at The John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts featuring the National 
Symphony Orchestra. This year, the free concert was virtual 
-- please contact us for the links. 

Donation of Personal Hygiene Items 

The children from our Yachad School put together bags of 
personal hygiene items which were donated to two agen-
cies in the Detroit Metropolitan area which provide goods to 
homeless or low-income families. The Social Action Commit-
tee would like to thank Kim Conwell-Leigh, the children, and 
those who helped distribute these bags to families who will 
be able to utilize them. 

Book Nook – Young Adult Book: Dear America: Notes of an 
Undocumented Citizen by Jose Antonio Vargas 

“Dear America: Notes of An Undocumented Citizen is an 
urgent, provocative and deeply personal account from Jose 
Antonio Vargas, a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist who hap-
pens to be the most well-known undocumented immigrant 
in the United States. Born in the Philippines and brought to 
the US illegally as a 12-year old, Vargas hid in plain-sight for 
years, writing for some of the most prestigious news organiza-
tions in the country (Washington Post, The New Yorker) while 
lying about where he came from and how he got here. After 
publicly admitting his undocumented status—risking his career 
and personal safety—Vargas has challenged the definition of 
what it means to be an American, and has advocated for the 
human rights of immigrants and migrants during the largest 
global movement of people in modern history. Both a letter 
to America and a window into Vargas’ America, this book is a 
transformative argument about migration and citizenship, and 
an intimate, searing exploration on what it means to be home 
when the country you call home doesn’t consider you one of 
its own. 

We thank you for your time. Please let us know if you would 
be interested in working on one project or in joining our 
Committee. You may contact co-chairwomen Lynn Hollins at 
hollinscreative@gmail.com or (702) 701-4414 or Sandy Gold-
berg at sandragoldberg@yahoo.com or (248) 396-5072.

Michael Daitch of the Jewish Gay Network, Ruth Ellis  
Center volunteers and Faith Robinson-Renner from  

JGN and Temple’s Social Action Committee

Happy New Year - the Social Action Committee hopes you are staying warm and healthy during these winter months. 



Parent/Teacher Conferences via zoom will be offered 
in January, giving parents an opportunity to learn about 
their child’s world at school. For those children going 
on to kindergarten, conferences provide a social and 
academic assessment.

 Our classes will celebrate the holiday of Tu B’Shevat, the 
New Year of the Trees. This holiday marks the transition 
in the land of Israel from dormant winter to blooming 
spring. While here it is impossible to celebrate the holi-
day by actual planting of trees and flowers, we symbol-

ize the holiday by observing the custom of eating Israeli foods such as figs, 
dates, carob chips and oranges. 

Here it is winter, but in the ECC offices we are already looking forward to 
what we hope will be a “normal” summer.. Our camp and school packets 
will soon be available. Camp begins on Monday, June 14th and consists 
of 3, three week sessions. Children who have completed a Pre-K program 
have the option of attending Camp Get-Away, which includes the nation-
ally acclaimed Safety Town Program. We encourage early registration so you 
will not be disappointed. We also have openings available for bar and bat 
mitzvah students interested in doing their mitzvah projects during camp. 
Students must be able to commit to a full camp session. It is always a plea-
sure to welcome back pre-school alumni.

The following advice from therapist Kate Cohen-Posey in “Preschooler’s 
Today” deals with an issue which we see among young children. 

Q. My son is very hurt by his preschool classmates saying they don’t want 
to be his friend. How do I explain their behavior to my 4-year-old?

A. The most common insult preschoolers give each other is “I’m not your 
friend.” Explain to him that even the best of friends say mean things when 
they are angry or having a bad day. If your son responds by saying “I 
wonder why you’re not my friend,” he will be breaking the vicious cycle 
of kiddie cruelty. Making such responses is very empowering to children. 
This is a learned skill and can be taught just by playing around with unkind 
comments. Telling children to ignore mean remarks usually leaves them 
feeling hurt. As you help your son learn to redirect meanness you will help 
yourself deal with annoying adults. 

February is still a time of resolution. Let’s resolve to be kind.

Eileen Brand, Director,  
Early Childhood Community

Eileen Brand
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WHERE OUR EXPERIENCE PROVIDES YOUR CHILD WITH THE BEST EXPERIENCE

EarlyChildhoodCommunity@Temple 

Temple Emanu-El Early  Childhood Community has   
immediate positions available  for warm, nurturing  

teachers and teaching assistants.

     • Flexible hours   • Salary determined by position

• Experience preferred   • Must like children! 

Please call 248-967-4847  if you are interested. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL BULLETIN   •  JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021    •   TEVET /SHEVAT/ADAR 5781
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FromThePresident 
The other day, I glanced at the portraits of our past presidents hanging on the wall outside Rabbi’s office 
at Temple. It got me thinking about whether I always would be remembered as “the COVID President.” 
Or, instead, would I be remembered as the president who - while serving during the time of COVID - 
managed to lead the congregation with a steady hand; to steer the ship in the right direction; and to keep 
the ship afloat till we found ourselves safely on shore and past this COVID-crisis? We would embark in 
2021 and begin anew in our spiritual home.

Besides thinking about my legacy, my free time this past year has provided me with the opportunity to 
reflect on several things, including how we want to define our Temple’s future, who we are and where we 
want to be in the next several years. So, as I put pen to paper, we hope to embark on a Strategic Vision-
ing process during which you, our members, will have the opportunity to define our Temple’s future. 
Information about opening this process will be shared after the first of the year, including how your 
participation is vital to its successful outcome.

I also thought about the amazing endeavors that are taking place at Temple - even in this virtual environment. A major effort is via 
our member connect corp which keeps in touch with members – whether by phone or another means of personal communica-
tion. If you or a Temple family whom you know might benefit from a personal contact from someone in our member corp, please 
let us know. Or, perhaps, you would like to assist by joining this group, allowing you to become personally acquainted with more 
members; let us know that, as well. 

Another goal is to create a Member Directory that contains accurate and up-to-date contact information for each member family 
and their preferred method of contact. It may also include business or work-related information that may be shared with your 
fellow members. So, perhaps, you have a pet sitting business. When I am leaving for vacation (whenever that might be), I will 
employ you to feed and visit with my kitties while I am away. I would much rather give the money and receive the services from 
someone trustworthy – e.g., another Temple member. 

Please participate in our a engagement efforts. Even in this virtual environment, we can all find ways to connect. Hope you en-
joyed Temple’s Family Trivia night and will participate in upcoming programs – including our cooking class (with renowned chef, 
Rabbi Zerwekh) and our mixology event. If you are willing to chair or co-chair an event or assist in its planning, let us know. We 
guarantee that your time will be well-spent and enjoyable.

We continue to form our Inclusion and Diversity Task Force, ensuring that Temple’s policies and the way it welcomes members 
and others to participate in Temple life are inclusive and reflective of its policy statement. The Task Force will review our mission 
statement and perform a congregational assessment to determine that our community and its policies endorse the principles of 
diversity and inclusion and are welcoming. It will be dedicated to ensuring that our members and others are aware that we are 
seeking to maximize their full participation and that incorporation of their complete and total identity is our goal.

Next, Purim begins on the evening of February 25th, and we typically would be celebrating with our Purim service, carnival, 
and of course with Shalach Manot. This year, while we may not be able to deliver food packages to members, you will have the 
opportunity to let your fellow congregants and others know that you are thinking of them; help families encountering difficulties; 
and replenish funds for Caring Community – a fund that has supported so many families over the past year. Watch your constant 
contact or other Temple vehicles of communication for more information. 

Finally, you may not be aware that Temple belongs to the URJ – the Union for Reform Judaism. As a URJ Temple member, you 
may join one or more groups in “The Tent,” which is the URJ’s communication and collaboration platform, where thousands 
of members of the Reform Jewish movement meet virtually and share ideas. The URJ offers “Tent Office Hours” during which 
persons unfamiliar with this virtual platform can learn about it and sign up for groups, allowing them to connect with members 
of other congregations. If you would like to learn more about the Tent, please visit https://urj.org/what-we-do/congregational-life/
tent.

I hope you will be starting 2021 (and ending it too!) in a healthy home. May this be a good year, and may we put the troubles of 
the past year behind us as we begin anew. Let your Temple family be there for you. If I can assist in making that happen, know 
that I am just a phone call or email away.

Yihieh zeh Ratzon Haelohim. May it be G-d’s Will.

Ruthanne Okun (248) 547-8893 or (248) 229-2709 
Rokun7@yahoo.com or Rokuntemple@gmail.com
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To join or learn more about the Adult Education committee,  
please contact Susan Genden, susan.genden@gmail.com, or 

 Doug Kellerman, doug.kellerman@gmail.com

AdultEducationwithRabbiMattZerwekh 

Rabbi Klein will be teaching through the 
community’s JLearn Adult Education Pro-
gram. For more information or to register 
go to JLearn.online, or 248-205-2557

Theology, Faith and Prayer
Biblical theology is simple and clear:  
God is omniscient, omnipotent and 
 omni-benevolent; and God has chosen us 

as God’s favored people. How well has that worked for us? 
We have always struggled with questions of theology and 
faith: asking why bad things happen to good people, how 
does God work in our world, and the efficacy of prayer. 
From medieval to modern times, Jewish theologians have 
wrestled with these issues, as will we. Eight-week course, 
beginning January 15, 2021

AdultEducationwithRabbiJoeKlein 

Lunch and Learn – 12 Noon 
every other Wednesday
Join Rabbi Zerwekh for an hour of learn-
ing every other week on topic ranging 
from the Aleph Bet to Zionism and every-
where in between. Some weeks’ learning 
will be influenced by current events, other 

times we will investigate topics requested by those in atten-
dance. Each session will be a stand-alone session, you will 
not need to have come to prior classes to learn with us. 

Prophecy and Prophets –7:30 pm,  
Wednesdays
Did you know that the TANAKH, the Jewish bible, con-
tains huge amounts of work attributed to “The Prophets”? 
We often read words attributed to prophets like Jonah, Isa-
iah, and Ezekial but  who were these prophets? When did 
they live? What did they say? What is prophecy and why 
is it still important? Join Rabbi Zerwekh as he teaches this 
multi-part series investigating Prophets and Prophecy..

SundayMorningSpeakerSeries

Do Movies Have a Future?
On December 6, Elliot Wilhelm, Curator of Film 
and Director of the Detroit Film Theatre at the 
Detroit Institute of Arts, expounded on this topic 
at our zoomed Sunday Morning Speaker Series 
sponsored by the Adult Education Committee. 
His short answer was an impassioned YES. He 

predicts that by Spring 2022 people will have regained their trust 
to return to the movie theaters. He reviewed times in the past 
when public interest in going to see a movie at a theater were on 
the decline….the advent of talkies, the popularity of TV, and the 
invention of the VCR. And how each time movies survived and 
“going to the movies” became the thing do on the weekend. 

He spoke of his passion for attending film festivals and special 
love for spending day-after-day all-day seeing films at the Toronto 
Film Festival from which many films were recommended for 
showing at the Detroit Film Theatre.  Today he spends much of 
his time watching movies on his laptop and yearns for a time 
when theaters will reopen. He nostalgically looks back to distrac-
tions that used to bother him but won’t anymore.

Today, with streaming services becoming more popular than ever 
during the Covid Pandemic, one may wonder if people will ever 
return to watching movies in the theater and not be satisfied with 
watching them in the comfort of their home. But Wilhelm said 
there is something special about attending a movie in a theater 
that cannot be replicated with the experience of watching at 
home. Just before the Pandemic shut down theaters, he watched 
the 3½ hour-long “The Irishman” at the theater and then watched 
it again on Netflix. The experiences were incomparable with 
being in a theater with your entire being focused on the movie 
without distraction or interruption, the far superior way to watch 
a film.

Although going to the movies is not a necessity for most, says 
Wilhelm, the desire to see them is still there. Wilhelm predicts 
theaters will adopt more audience-friendly rules. We will be so 
glad, he says, to get out of our homes that people will flock to 
movie theaters. 

The talk was followed by a Q & A session. Wilhelm answered 
questions about watching movies at home, independent film and 
the effect of the rating system on Rotten Tomatoes.

Watch the Temple Bulletin and Monday Eblasts for information 
about future Zoom events sponsored by the Adult Education 
Committee.

AdultEducation@Temple 
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TorahStudy
Saturday mornings @ 9:30 am. via ZOOM
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THURSDAY APRIL 22, 2021
HON. BRIDGET MCCORMACK,  
Chief Justice, Michigan Supreme Court
More Than You Might Think: Michigan’s 
Supreme Court Does Much More Than 
Rule on Laws
7:00 PM

THURSDAY MAY 6, 2021 
HENRY FEINBERG,  
Musician, Composer & Music Instructor
The Origins of Rock & Roll
7:00 PM

THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 2021
JOCELYN BENSON  
Michigan Secretary of State
Updates from the Secretary of State
7:00 PM

FestFest
TempleEmanu-El  

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 21, 2021 
RABBI MATT ZERWEKH  
RABBI EMERITUS JOE KLEIN 
How big is Reform Judaism?   
Big Tent Judaism: How big is too big?
10:00 AM



A Sincere Thank You: We sincerely thank everyone for their generous contributions to our various funds. Your support allows us  
to continue offering our outstanding programs and services and helps us to support all members of our Temple Family. Thank 
you! If you have unused tribute envelopes, please recycle responsibly or feel free to return unused ones to Temple Emanu-El.

THEODORE D. BIRNKRANT 
MEMORIAL GARDEN FUND
In Memory of:
Ellsworth Levine

Sharon Alterman
Nancy & David Berkowitz
Hilary Borman
Elaine & Eugene Driker
George & Janice Erdstein
Michael & Marcy Feldman
Judy Greenwald
Hartman Family Foundation
Cathy & Ethan Kahn
Lisa & Robert Katzman & 
Ellen Katzman
Linda & Dennis Kayes
Marty Kohn &  
Laura Sacks Kohn
Janet & Paul Medvedo
Ruthanne Okun
Bobby Patt & Fred  
Fechheimer
Deb Renner & Faith 
Robinson-Renner
Dale & Lee Ronnel
Dr. Daniel & Leah  
Rosenbaum
Judy & Bob Rubin
Julie & Rick Zussman

B’REISHEET NURSERY 
SCHOOL FUND 
In Memory of:
Daniel Kellerman

Marc & Carin Edelstein
Shirlie Levy
Adell Ozrovitz

Robin & Richard Gold & 
Family

BROTHERHOOD 
In Memory of:
Adell Ozrovitz

Ann & Bruce Klein
BUILDING &  
MAINTENANCE FUND
In Memory of:
Shirlie Levy
Adell Ozrovitz

Ruthanne Okun

CANTORIAL SOLOIST FUND
In Memory of:
Richard Rosenthal
Morty Sauber

The Rose, Pulleyblank & 
Rosenthal Families

CHOIR FUND
In Memory of:
Yetta Moss

Beverly Finkel
GENERAL GIFTS FUND
General Donation:

The Sloan Foundation
In Honor of:
Nancy Blumenthal’s special 
birthday

Midge & Bob Lusardi & Boys
Lynn Cooper

Shelley Johnson &  
Charley Kase

Giving Tuesday
Jackie & Jeff Bean
The Hollins Family
Joyce Ross

Bruce & Ann Klein
Midge & Bob Lusardi

TE support provided to  
Fern Katz

Ralph & Deborah Katz
Bob Sedler’s Retirement

Eric Zacks
Rabbi Matthew Zerwekh for 
Zoom services & classes

Mel & Ellie Natinsky
In Memory of:
Donald Cohen

Michael & Marcy Benghiat
John Jacobs

Midge & Bob Lusardi
Ellsworth Levine

TE Board of Trustees
Shirlie Levy

Jeffrey Abt & Mary Paquette
Bobby Patt & Fred  
Fechheimer
Susan & Herb Ruttenberg
TE Board of Trustees

Gifts&Memorials

Loved Ones
Robert M. Carson

Lois Nisenson
Sandra Needle

Adell Ozrovitz
Bob & Robin Gershman
Arlene & Aron Kominars
Neal & Teri Silver

Ruth Frank Winer
Stephen & Anita Winer

LOIS GOODE NFTY  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of:
Dr. Joseph H. Goodman

Nancy & Joseph Blumenthal
LILLIAN GREENWALD  
ONEG SHABBAT FUND
In Honor of:
Giving Tuesday

Judy Greenwald
In Memory of:
Shirlie Levy
Adell Ozrovitz

Judy Greenwald
HOLOCAUST FUND
In Memory of:
Anneke Kooistra Burke

Laura Sacks Kohn &  
Marty Kohn

KLEIN FAMILY  
SPECIAL PROJECTS FUND
In Memory of:
Adell Ozrovitz

Barbara & Stuart Trager
LECH LECHA OPERATING 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Shirlie Levy

Linda & Bruce Gordon
Yona & Robert Kahn

Barry Weiss
Florence Weiss
Ralph Weiss

Linda & Bruce Gordon
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MUSIC FUND
General Donation:

Norma Dennis
In Memory of:
Joel Edwards

Deb Renner & Faith 
Robinson-Renner

Shirlie Levy
Dan & Miriam Medow

Adell Ozrovitz
The Orders & The Billses

Mildred Wynbrandt
Shelly & Jerry Order & 
Family

RABBI’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of:
Stuart Jacobson

Shelley Krosnick
Shirlie Levy

Bruce & Ann Klein
Julie & Rick Zussman

RABBI MILTON ROSENBAUM 
EDUCATION FUND
In Memory of:
Shirlie Levy

Dr. Daniel & Leah  
Rosenbaum

BEA SACKS  
SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In Memory of:
Fay Abrams

Nina Dodge Abrams
BEATRICE & LOUIS  
WEINSTEIN ADULT  
EDUCATION FUND
In Honor of:
Elizabeth Zerwekh’s  
speedy recovery 

Judy Greenwald

RUTH & MAXWELL STETTNER 
CARING COMMUNITY FUND
In Honor of
Larry Ferstenfeld for a 
speedy recovery
Abby Goldfaden for ability to 
do multiple positions in our 
Temple
Eric Goldstein for a speedy 
recovery
Bruce Klein for a speedy 
recovery
Ruthanne Okun for Temple 
leadership as president
Cantorial Soloist Kelly 
Onickel for creative musical 
efforts to enhance services
Rabbi Matthew Zerwekh for 
leadership & creativity in TE 
programming

Sue & Dan Stettner
Sue Stettner’s Birthday

Dan Stettner
Daniel & Susan Stettner’s 
Anniversary

Shirley Finn Podolsky
In Memory of:
Hope Aiken
Theodore Birnkrant
Dr. Warren Eder
Shirley Freedman
Doris Holberg
Aaron Rosenbaum
Louis Weinstein
Morton Wolin
Sylvia Zeff

Shirley Finn Podolsky
John Jacobs
Ellsworth Levine
Shirlie Levy
Harvey Turkel

Sue & Dan Stettner
LEE & MORT WOLIN  
MEMORIAL AITZIM CHAYIM-
TREES ARE LIFE FUND
In Memory of:
Morton Wolin

The Patterson & Wolin 
Families

With Special Remembrance

Anneke Kooistra Burke died on November 4th, after 
a long and heroic battle with cancer. The world has 
now lost one more member of the family of Righteous 
Christians. As a 6-year-old, Anneke lived in a small 
house in Holland, where her father hid eight Jews for 
several years. She told her parents' stories of love and 
miraculous empathy over the decades, and graced us 
twice as a guest speaker at Temple Emanu-El. Let us not forget Anneke, 
truly an angel who touched us and so many more. Shalom and Todah 
Rabah, dear Anneke.

Those who want to further Anneke’s memory may want to make a 
donation to Temple Emanu-El’s Holocaust fund.

Laura Sacks Kohn
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Do you shop at Kroger? Use Kroger  
Community Rewards to help Temple.

To sign up – Go to www.krogercommunityre-
wards.com, click on Savings and Rewards and 
select Kroger Community Rewards. 

Click View Details box under “I’m a customer 
and want to enroll in community rewards,”and 
you can enter GP708 or Temple Emanu-El to 
complete. Questions – KCR18@kroger.com
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Event Calendar
Temple Emanu-El Michigan

January 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

     

1 New Year's Day  
No Religious School -
Holiday Break through
Jan. 3
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

2  
10:30am Morning
Service

3  
No Religious School -
Holiday Break through
Jan. 3

4  
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

5  6  
12:00pm Lunch & Learn
with Rabbi Zerwekh
(every other week) via
Zoom
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School @ CBS
7:30pm Rabbi's class on
Prophecy & Prophets via
Zoom emailed in weekly
happenings

7  8  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

9  
10:30am Morning
Service

10  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School

11  
12:00pm The
Vilification of Esau
is a 4 week Adult
Education Program
at 12PM Taught by
Education Rabbi
Abi Taylor-Abt
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

12  
7:00pm Executive Mtg.

13  
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School @ CBS
7:30pm Rabbi's class on
Prophecy & Prophets via
Zoom emailed in weekly
happenings

14  15  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

16  
Explore Jewlinary
Cuisine tour
exploring culinary
history, food, culture,
Jewish chefs, recipe
swap and live
cooking
demonstrations via
Zoom.
10:30am Morning
Service

17  18 Martin Luther King Day  
MLK day off SCHOOL
12:00pm The
Vilification of Esau
is a 4 week Adult
Education Program
at 12PM Taught by
Education Rabbi
Abi Taylor-Abt

19  20  
12:00pm Lunch & Learn
with Rabbi Zerwekh
(every other week) via
Zoom
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School @ CBS
7:30pm Rabbi's class on
Prophecy & Prophets via
Zoom emailed in weekly
happenings

21  22  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

23  
10:30am Morning
Service

24  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
11:00am - 1:00pm
Volunteer at Yad Ezra
for Deliveries 248-548-
3663 by Temple
Emanu-El @ Off Site

25  
12:00pm The
Vilification of Esau
is a 4 week Adult
Education Program
at 12PM Taught by
Education Rabbi
Abi Taylor-Abt
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

26  
7:00pm Board of
Trustees Mtg.

27  
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School @ CBS
7:30pm Rabbi's class on
Prophecy & Prophets via
Zoom emailed in weekly
happenings

28  
Tu BiShvat @ Jewish
Holidays

29  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

30  
10:30am Morning
Service

31  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School

      Check the live calendar for daily updates on  
Temple’s website - emanuel-mich.org/calendar



 Matthew J. Zerwekh Rabbi 
 Kelly Onickel Cantorial Soloist

 Joseph P. Klein Rabbi Emeritus
 Norman Rose, z’l Cantor Emeritus 
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Event Calendar
Temple Emanu-El Michigan

February 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 

1  
12:00pm The
Vilification of Esau
is final 4 week
Adult Education
Program at 12PM
Taught by
Education Rabbi
Abi Taylor-Abt
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

2  3  
12:00pm Lunch & Learn
with Rabbi Zerwekh
(every other week) via
Zoom
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School
7:30pm Rabbi's class on
Prophecy & Prophets via
Zoom emailed in weekly
happenings

4  5  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

6  
10:30am Morning
Service with Bar
Mitzvah of Ethan
Stierna

7  
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
10:30am Via Zoom
Sisterhood's Book
Discussion on
"Einstein and the
Rabbi"

8  
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

9  
7:00pm Executive Mtg.

10  
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School
7:30pm Rabbi's class on
Prophecy & Prophets via
Zoom emailed in weekly
happenings

11  12  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

13  
10:30am Morning
Service

14 Valentine's Day  
New Virtual Cocktail
Party Mix Jewology,
TE Mixology and
Social Hour” will be
presented by our first
host of the season
Rabbi Zerwekh

15 President's Day  
Mid Winter School
Vacation - No Classes
through Feb. 21

16  
Mid Winter School
Vacation - No Classes
through Feb. 21

17  
Mid Winter School
Vacation - No Classes
through Feb. 21
12:00pm Lunch & Learn
with Rabbi Zerwekh
(every other week) via
Zoom
7:30pm Rabbi's class on
Prophecy & Prophets via
Zoom emailed in weekly
happenings

18  
Mid Winter School
Vacation - No Classes
through Feb. 21

19  
Mid Winter School
Vacation - No Classes
through Feb. 21
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

20  
10:30am Morning
Service

21  
10:00am How Big is
Reform Judaism? Big
Tent Judaism: How
Big is Too Big?
ZoomFest 2021 with
Rabbi Emeritus
Joseph Klein and
Rabbi Matthew
Zerwekh

22  
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school via zoom

23  
7:00pm Board of
Trustees Mtg.

24  
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School
7:30pm Rabbi's class on
Prophecy & Prophets via
Zoom emailed in weekly
happenings

25  

Erev Purim

26  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

27  
10:30am Morning
Service

28  
Shushan Purim @
Jewish Holidays
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
10:30am - 11:30am
Family Education (3)
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Check the live calendar for daily updates on  
Temple’s website - emanuel-mich.org/calendar


