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Rabbi Matthew J. 
Zerwekh

Hinei Mah Tov U’mah Nayim, Shevet Achim Gam Yachad – How 
good and how pleasant it is for brothers and sisters to be together. 

We often begin our Shabbat services singing these wonder-
ful words, accompanied by tunes many of us hold dear in our 
memories, reminding us of past times when we have gathered in 
community with our Temple Emanu-El family. These words may 
also be bittersweet for us right now, as we may be reminded with 
these words that we have not been able to be physically together 
in the ways our community has always gathered.

Since the difficult decision to close our building for services and programs, many of you 
have taken advantage of our distance engagement opportunities. Whether it is services, 
various classes, our weekly Zoom oneg, or even panel discussions, we at the Temple have 
worked hard to continue to provide to you ways to remain engaged with your Judaism 
and with your Temple family. 

Despite the desire to be together in person, I have found that we have found some beau-
tiful silver linings to the grey cloud of social distancing – now that services are accessible 
at home, we have found that more temple members are joining us for Shabbat services 
from wherever they may be. As we join virtually from the comfort of our own homes, 
we are also finding ourselves welcomed into one another’s homes and as a result, we 
are having the chance to get to know our fellow temple members and their families 
(including pets) in ways we wouldn’t have had the opportunity had we met at the 
temple. 

Another silver lining is the larger joy I find each time we have an opportunity to be 
together in some way – I am reminded regularly of the special and important con-
nections we have made and continue to make as a temple family each time I sign 
into Zoom to see a screen full of faces eager to engage with one another and with 
their Judaism. 

These silver linings help to remind me of the joy to be found and the community 
that can continue to be built and strengthened outside of the walls of our building 
for the time being, until we are able to safely gather again. 

The story of our people is one of change – from the beginning of Torah through 
Talmud and all the way until today, our history has been full of obstacles to prac-
tice and to the ongoing sustenance of the Jewish community. Each time our an-
cestors found themselves unable to pray or gather how they were used to, they 
found innovative and authentic solutions to the problems they encountered and 
we are continuing that long and very Jewish tradition. 

We are in a time that will be written about extensively in the history books, 
and which will influence our lives and practice well after the pandemic is 
long gone. When the history books are written and our story is written, I 
am optimistic that we will look back on this time and we will be proud that 
we followed in the proud tradition of our matriarchs, patriarchs, and sages. 
When this is all in our rear view mirrors, I look forward to proudly telling 
those who come after us how we helped to grow and change Judaism in 
the face of adversity.  

Fri, JULY 31, 2020  
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service  
Via Zoom

Sat, AUGUST 1, 2020  
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service  
Via Zoom

Fri, AUGUST 7, 2020  
7:00 pm Shabbat Service  
Via Zoom

Sat, AUGUST 8, 2020  
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service 
with Harper Stacey Bat Mitzvah 
Via Zoom

Fri, AUGUST 14, 2020  
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service  
Via Zoom

Sat, AUGUST 15, 2020  
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service  
Via Zoom

Fri, AUGUST 21, 2020 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service  
Via Zoom

Sat, AUGUST 22, 2020  
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service  
Via Zoom

Fri, AUGUST 28, 2020 
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service  
Via Zoom

Sat, AUGUST 29, 2020  
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service  
Via Zoom



AUGUST KIDS BIRTHDAYS
Orlando Avila Thalia Bills
Hudson Cohen Sophie Feiler
Andrew Kovenich Benjamin Lelek
Isaac Lelek Penn Patterson
Logan Stearn Avi Sylvestre
Benzion Taylor-Abt

OurTempleFamily

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
Arthur & Eileen Brand
Sarah & Andrew Cherluck
Jason & Jill Cook
Joshua & Erin Duchan
David & Vickie Edwards
George & Janice Erdstein
Rose & Buddy Fenster
Ken & Pam Finegood
Margaret & Eric Goldstein
Bruce & Linda Gordon
David & Dottie Gubow
David & Jill Hart
Thomas & Nancy Scheer Hulbert
Remy & Deborah Isdaner
Eddie & Marrin Itenberg
Rick & Carol Kaczander
Martin & Jolie Kaufmann-Laker
Dennis & Linda Kayes
Doug & Barbara Kellerman
Martin & Michelle Keys
Dolly & Joshua Klein
Gabe & Wendy Lauzano-Hertz
Scott & Jodi McPherson
Dan & Miriam Medow
Jack & Judy Nolish
Chuck & Marsha Owen
Allan & Linda Passerman
Michael & Katie Patterson
David & Kat Permut
Michael & Madelyn Phillips
John & Liza Sloan
David & Kathy Sloan
Alex & & Andrea Stierna
Jeffrey & Mary Topf
David & Kyle Waldron
David & Alissa Winer
Jeremy & Jaimee Wudy

YARTZEITS

*A light will be lit on our Memorial Board. If you wish to memorialize your loved ones in a special 
way, consider purchasing a memorial plaque to be displayed in our Anne Jospey Sanctuary.  

Each year, on the anniversary of their death, it will be lit as a remembrance. Contact the  
Temple office at 248-967-4020 to make arrangements for this eternal memory of your loved one.

AUG 2-8 
Evelyn (Haddad)  
Freiman
Edward Avadenka
*Martin Belsky
Frank Borden
Shoshana Fealk Cheskis
Sid Diamond
Rachel Flacks
Von Frowine
Minnie Gershman
Ida Girson
*Eva Goodman
*Joan Arlene Harris
*Isadore Hoffman
*David Kaatz
Florence Kanefsky
Harriette Kayes
Bernice Kesner
*Peggy Klein
*Dora Kline
*Fannie Langberg
*Sylvia Lipson
June Marchione
*Dr. Thomas B. Marwil
*Philip Nusholtz
*Arthur A. Oppenheimer
*Bessie Kling Reibel
*Abraham Rosen
Joel Rutter
Flora Sacks
*Martin Schiff
*Sally Schreiber
Jason Lawrence Thomas
Pauline Tischler
Helen Tuckman
Samuel Weltman

AUG 9-15
*Howard Alderman
*Harry Collins
*Joseph N. Davies
*Esther Dershowitz
*Samuel Dovitz
Ruth Emmer
*Clara Field
*Isadore Finesilver
Fay Genden
Edward Goldmacher
*Dr. Jason Goode
*Miriam Goodman
Bernice Gordon
*Harry N. Grossman

Marilyn Gutmann
William Hassard
*Harry Herman
Norma Hess
Otto Hess
Mary Hirschl
*Joseph  Hirshberg
Frances E. Isaacs
Ann Kasoff
Jean Klein
*Gary Armand Klinsky
Selma Kornhauser
*Seymour Kraus
*Margaret Lawrence
*Eleanor G. Levine 
(LaVine)
Ben Margolis
*Henry Miller
Faye Reva Okun
*Jerome Oppenheim
Esther Rudner
Jacob Sasan
*Morris Schwartz
Esther Sedler
*Michael Stephen Silver
*Lillian Solomon
*Fay Tow
*Berthold Triest
*Ly Triest
William Weinberg
*Judith Weiner
Shirley Weinhart
*Bessie Willis

AUG 16-22
Louis Adler
*Arthur Berick
*Harry Block
*Sarah E. Blumenthal
*Jacqueline Cafini
Bonnie Cohn
Evelyn Cohn
Gladys Cooper
*Harry Coville
*Robert Curtis
Helen Engelberg
Clement Fowler
Norman Glovinsky
Irving Gordon
*Al Goren
*David Greenwald
*Elizabeth Grobman
*Hester “Sally” Hartman

Kenneth Hoffman
*Marlene Karp
Doris Lapin
Shirley Lenhard
*Israel Liebowtiz
Florence Margolis
Bettie E. Patt
Belle Rose
*Edgar Schlussel
Minnie Schnieder
*Nathan Schwartz
*Stanley Schwartz
Julius Silverman
Irene Sodders
*Mildred S. Tack
*Frieda Tendler
*Donald B. Traute
*Henry Zussman

AUG 23-29
Sherry Renner Beauchamp
Bertha Edelman
Sol Garfield
Howard Gilman
Claire Gold
Max Goldstein
*Rose Goodman
*Joseph Grand
*William Heiffus
Lori Keller
Helen Kemp
Sophie Kutlov
*Gussie Levitt
*Henry A. Levy
*Saul Lipman
Mary Meisenberg
Seymour Okun
Ted Padzensky
Julius Reinhold
Rosa Reinhold
Ella Sauber
*Joseph Schweid
Joseph Singer
*Nathan Steinberg
Stanley Stovack
Pearl Weltman
*Louis Zickerman

AUG 30 -SEPT 5
*Isaac Berman
Harold Brennan
*Jane Jospey Cobb
*Mollie Cohen

זיכרונם לברכה
Zichronam livracha  
may their memories  

be for blessing

IN MEMORIAM
John E. Jacobs, husband of Gilda 
Jacobs, father of Jessica (Joshua) 
Steinhart, and the late Rachel Jacobs, 
father-in-law of Todd Waldman;  
grandfather of Jacob Waldman, 
Lyle & Ruby Steinhart, July 1

Dr. Donald Kaye, father of Dr. Keith 
Kaye (Jill Noll), grandfather of Aden  
& Travis Kaye, July 4

MAZEL TOV
To Sammy Feiler, son of Alison Feiler 
& Amy and Mark Feiler on his  
May 23rd Bar Mitzvah

To Orlando Avila, son of Julie and  
Alfredo Avila and grandson of  
Denise and Stanley Fasbinder on  
his June 6th Bar Mitzvah

Betty Cregar
*Selma Rosen Cyporyn
Bernard Epstein
Phyllis Epstein
*Julia H. Farber
Mildred Gershon
*Gordon I. Ginsberg
*Gerald A. Goldfarb
*Rose Grossman
Magda Guttman
Zelda Guyer
*Stuart O. Hirshberg
Albert Kesner
Sol Kessler
Ruth Killough
*Harry Korobkin
*Fannie Kraft
*Gertrude Kretchmer
*Louis Levinson
Bertha Liberman
*Adolph Lichter
*Rose L. Lipschutz
*Harry Maltz
Laurie Janet Mandel
Nolan Leonard Marchione
Sophia Mendelsohn
*Ralph Moses
*Fred Nolish
Harry Patterson
Carmaline Peppers
Jeanette Pohl
*Shelley Popkin Zagacki
*Anna Radom
*Jacob Sachs
Pearl Sachse
Maurice Silverman
Betty Simons
Lester Singer
*Daniel Steinberger
*Steven Steinger
*Maxwell Stettner
*Lilly Weiss
*Jacob Winnick
Gloria Zakowitz
Virginia Zickerman
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Temple  
Emanu-El  

Where You Belong!

We are a family of families, 
keeping alive our cherished 
traditions by joyfully sharing 

Jewish learning, spiritual  
celebrations,  and a  

commitment to social 
justice.
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BUILDING BUZZ…
Confirmation Links Project

We thank Judy Greenwald, head 
of our Building and Grounds 
Committee, and Janice Morgan 
for re-installing over 1,500 indi-
vidual silver links in our sanctu-
ary’s ark celebrating our Confir-
mation students. The links begin 
with the first class from 1953 
through present day! We also 
thank Marty Leibowitz for his 
fine polishing job of the links!

Temple Emanu-El Congratulates Our 2020 High School 
Seniors

Rayna Gold graduated 
from
Berkley High. She will 
be attending MSU in 
the fall majoring in 
theater/stage 
management.

Laura Schultz recently 
graduated from Berkley 
High School and will be 
attending Michigan 
State University in the 
fall of 2020. Her plans 
are to study psychology 
with a minor in youth 
and society.

Sophie Hart graduated 
from Berkley High 
School. She will be 
attending the University 
of Michigan this fall and 
plans to study public 
policy and government.

Laura Topf graduated 
from Cranbrook 
Kingswood. Laura will 
be attending the 
University of Michigan 
residential college 
majoring in public 
health.

i
Eli Hurwitz graduated 
from Berkley High 
School this year. He will 
be attending Western 
Michigan University to 
major in acting with a 
minor in psychology.

Simon Topf graduated from 
Berkley High School. He will 
be majoring in Economics 
when he attends Kalamazoo 
college on scholarship in the 
fall.

Spenser Keys has plans to 
attend Kettering University to 
complete a degree in 
mechanical engineering.

Zoe McManus is a 
proud graduate from 
Cranbrook Kingswood 
class of 2020. Zoe is 
planning on attending 
Kalamazoo college in 
the fall to study 
neuroscience.
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Zoe McManus is a proud 
graduate from Cranbrook 
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to study neuroscience.

Temple Emanu-El Congratulates Our 2020 High School Seniors

Rayna Gold graduated from 
Berkley High. She will be 
attending MSU in the fall 
majoring in theater/stage 
management.

Laura Schultz recently 
graduated from Berkley High 
School and will be attending 
Michigan State University in 
the fall of 2020. Her plans 
are to study psychology with 
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Sophie Hart graduated from 
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Cranbrook Kingswood. Laura 
will be attending the Univer-
sity of Michigan residential 
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Eli Hurwitz graduated 
from Berkley High School 
this year. He will be at-
tending Western Michigan 
University to major in acting 
with a minor in psychology.

Simon Topf graduated from 
Berkley High School. He will 
be majoring in Economics 
when he attends Kalamazoo 
college on scholarship in the 
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Education Director 
Abi Taylor-Abt

 איזהו חכם הלומד
מכל אדם

Who is smart? He who 
learns from everyone.  

Ben Zoma

YACHADReligiousSchool 
Temple Emanu-El | Congregation Beth Shalom 
where everybody knows your name

Temple 
Emanu-El

where you belong
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This summer reminds me of a Passover Seder. 
We ask, “why is this night different from all other 
nights?” Summer 2020 is the year that is different 
from all other years. Camps, classes, extra-curricular 
and even playdates have become infused with the 
taint of Covid19.

Last year we very quickly turned around to a virtual 
program for Yachad. Yet this year will be different 
again. We are currently working simultaneously on 
maintaining the same program while at the same 
time planning a menu of options for take-out. 

It is really important for me to stress that while I 
am proud of how quickly Yachad made the move 
to virtual learning last year, that was officially crisis 
teaching. This year come what may has been 
planned down to the details that we are able to 
control. We have learned from our experience last 
year and will build and continue to improve as is 
our objective.

Every single one of our Yachad teachers has at-
tended a month long virtual conference covering 
new materials, options for virtual teaching and 
professional development that I am proud of. We 
are excited for another year of Yachad and cannot 
wait to be back with our students.

Regarding next year, we are busy with options 
and opportunities to offer the best experience we 
can. Yachad continues to learn from our past and 
continually re-envision our future. In this uncertain 
time, we are planning for a number of different sce-
narios but Yachad will be strong and in place for the 
next academic year. Calendars have already been 
sent out and I, along with all the staff are excited to 
see what the new year will bring us!

BatMitzvah@Temple 
Harper Stacey – August 8th

Harper Stacey will be called 
to the Torah August 8th 
to become a bat mitzvah. 
Her parents, Mary Beth 
and Mark, along with her 
brothers Gabe and Evan 
and Papa Sandy are proud 
of her achievements includ-
ing being a Student Council 
member at Norup Interna-

tional school where she is a 7th grader. Harper is 
also known in the world of roller derby as Twist-
ed Lil' Sister, she's a 6th year girl Scout, plays 
flawless piano and speaks 15 different languages. 
Harper's service projects include volunteering at 
Yad Ezra and babysitting for teachers at Norup.  
Harper hopes you can join her for a 2020 style 
Zoom Bat Mitzvah.

SummerBookDiscussion
Saturday mornings  

@ 9:30 am. (via bluejeans)
bluejeans.com/2482581414

VisitingtheSick
Hospitals and health care institutions cannot 
inform the Temple or clergy when patients are admitted. The only way our rabbi and Ruth and Maxwell Stettner Caring Commu-
nity knows is when someone contacts us. Please contact the office or Rabbi Zerwekh when you know one of our members is a 
patient so he can be in touch. (Please do not assume we know.) For those who you wish to be listed on our Mi Shebeirach list, please 
let us know, including updates.

נּו הּוא ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת ַהחֹוִלים נּו ְוִאּמֹוֵתֽ ִמי ֶשֵבַרְך ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
May the one who blessed our ancestors, bless and heal those who are ill
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JustaNote@Temple 

Kelly Onickel 
Cantorial Soloist

!Be strong, be strong, and we shall be strengthened  חזק חזק ונתחזק

 Being strong on one’s own is a wonderful attribute, but being strong together is so 
much better. We as a congregation, although separated physically, have stood strong 
together as we have navigated through this new reality. We have had wonderful Erev 
Shabbat & Shabbat Morning services, we have celebrated family simchot, and celebrated 
the Festival of Shavuot. We have shared laughs and sorrows and we have learned to-
gether. I must say we are an incredible community! I know that this new reality would 
have been far more difficult for me if I didn’t have all of you. I have always looked 
forward to Shabbat services, but now I find myself getting very excited to see you all as 

Shabbat approaches. Where do we go from here? That is a question I wish I could answer with certainty, 
but unfortunately, I cannot.  What I do know is we are going to do it together! We are going to continue 
to celebrate Shabbat together. We have a Bat Mitzvah to celebrate this month, Harper Stacey, followed by 
Wonare Burde’s Bat Mitzvah in September, and Alex Cook & Leif Schoof’s B’nai Mitzvah in October. After 
all of these wonderful simchot we come together for our High Holy Days. Rabbi Zerwekh and I are work-
ing on putting together an innovative and meaningful High Holy Days and I am looking forward to seeing 
you all there.

On a separate note and just for fun, I thought I would share some pictures of our newest family member. Meet Bix Onickel, 
named after Bix Beiderbecke a jazz trumpet player of the 20’s. Harry and I rescued him from Detroit Animal Care and Control. 
We have had a family pet since the beginning of our life together. Our last dog passed about two years ago and it was time for 
us to bring another furry friend into our family. If you are someone who enjoys having animals as a family member, I encourage 
you to adopt a pet. The Detroit Animal Care and Control is a wonderful option and there are many more. These furry babies 
need homes, so if you can please consider save one of these babies’ lives.

“Life seems to go on without effort when I am filled with music.” – George Eliot

When in doubt SING!



Eileen Brand, Director,  
Early Childhood Community

Eileen Brand

Our campers have been having fun in the sun! Although 
our camp program looks a bit different this year, there is 
no shortage of happy days! Daily physical activity is essen-
tial for preschool age children both for preventing obesity 
and for physical 
and cognitive 
development.  
When kids are 
running, skipping, 

and learning to ride tricycles, they 
are not only exercising their bodies, 
they are also exercising their minds. 
We are getting lots of exercise. En-
joy the photos of our summer fun 
in the sun!
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WHERE OUR EXPERIENCE PROVIDES YOUR CHILD WITH THE BEST EXPERIENCE

EarlyChildhoodCommunity@Temple 

Temple 
Emanu-El

where you belongVirt
ual

Friday, August 14  
@5:15 p.m.  

We will be gathering online, via Zoom 
(Link & password shared upon registration)

RSVP by Wednesday, August 12, 2020 – Register for a free challah and directions on Zoom for Link and Password.

     Temple Emanu-El’s  
Tot Shabbat Dinner

Join Rabbi Z and friends for a relaxed  
Shabbat evening dinner, featuring Kid- 

Oriented stories, teaching, song, and tradi-
tional Shabbat prayer hosted in our homes.

The best part? You decide the menu! Don’t 
want to cook or don’t want to cook the 

whole thing? Your very own Shabbat dinner 
(or parts of dinner) can be purchased from 

our caterer, Annabel’s & Co. (248) 766-5980

WE HOPE YOUR FAMILY WILL SHARE 
THE JOY YOU BRING TO SHABBAT 
THROUGH WORDS OR A PICTURE.
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SocialAction@Temple 

TEMPLE’S 68TH ANNUAL MEETING
At the June 14, 2020 annual meeting of the Congregation 
via Zoom, members elected officers and other trustees, heard 
reports from Rabbi Zerwekh, Marty Leibowitz, Richard Gold 
and Jackie Bean, joined Cantorial Soloist Kelly Onickel in song, 
participated in a presentation on the fiscal year 2020-2021 
budget presented by Debora Renner, and honored former 
Executive Director, Frederick Frank.

Mazel Tov to our 2020-2021 Congregational Officers and 
Trustees 

Temple 
Emanu-El

where you belong

Officers

President 
Ruthanne Okun

Administrative Vice President 
Robert Olender

Financial Vice President 
Debora Renner

Engagement and Develop-
ment  
Vice President 
Jackie Bean

Religious Vice President 
Stuart Trager

Treasurer 
Daniel Steinhardt

Secretary  
Linda Hollins

Immediate Past President  
Martin Leibowitz (election  
not required)

Trustees Elected  
(all for two-year term)
Kim Conwell-Leigh
Vickie Edwards
Richard Gold
David Gubow
David Hart
Steve Ingham
Lance Starler
Susan Stettner

New Elected Trustee  
(for a one-year term)

Michael Patterson 

Trustees whose terms 
continue  
for one more year

Liz Fallert, Sandra Goldberg,  
Robert Kahn, Robert Levitt  
Aric Parr

Brotherhood President  
(election not required) 
Harry Onickel

Sisterhood Co-Presidents  
(election not required):  
Rae Mandel and Robin Gold

Nominating Committee:  
Dennis Kayes (Immediate 
Past President and Chair of 
the Committee)

Jackie Bean (Trustee)

Ruthanne Okun (Trustee)

Daniel Steinhardt (Trustee)

Members of the Congrega-
tion who are not Trustees: 
Shari Bills, Jon Kabbe and 
Linda Permut.

A GOOD DAY TO YOU ALL! 

The Social Action Committee hopes that you are all having a 
great summer and that you are safe and well. 

 We would like to remind you to VOTE in the Michigan State 
Primary Election on August 4, 2020. 

In order to vote you must: 

  - Be a US citizen

  - Be a resident of Michigan and the city or township where 
you are applying to register to vote for at least 30 days before 
the election 

  - Not serving a sentence in jail or prison

  - Be at least 18 years of age (by election day)

There is no deadline to register to vote in Michigan. 

BOOK NOOK 

Talking with your children about race and diversity can be 
difficult, but it’s needed now more than ever. One children’s 
book that introduces the discussion of race is, The Other 
Side, by Jacqueline Woodson. It is about two young girls, one 
Black and one White, who strike up a friendship in the days 
of segregation despite living on opposite sides of a segregated 
neighborhood and warnings from their families. 

SAVE THE WORLD TIPS 

It is summertime and 
everyone is lighting up the 
barbeque, setting off fire-
works, camping and using 
their firepits. A majority of 
lighters are disposable and 
1.5 billion of them end up 
in landfills every year. They 
are also made of plastic and 
filled with butane, neither 
of which are environmen-
tally friendly. You are encouraged to use matches, preferably 
the paper ones, since the wood ones are made from trees.  
The paper ones are made from recycled paper so you are do-
ing no harm. 

Projects by the Social Action Committee regarding voting and 
Black Lives Matter will be discussed in future Temple Bulletins. 
We hope you will join us in these endeavors. Further, we wel-
come anyone who would like to join the Social Action Com-
mittee or just participate in our projects. Please contact either 
of our co-chairpersons: Sandy Goldberg at (248) 396-5072 or 
Lynn Hollins at (702) 701-4414. 



FromThePresident 
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Most of us are familiar with the age-old adage – is your glass half-full or half-empty?  If full, you’re 
looked at as an optimist; if empty, you’re considered a pessimist.  But in a recent Free Press column, 
bestselling author and tech entrepreneur, Josh Linkner, posits the inquiry: would we be better off with a 
completely empty glass?  He reasons that if our glass is so full that there is no room for new ideas, then 
we will never take advantage of the opportunity to seek out new and different ways of doing things and 
are not open to fill up our glass with fresh ideas, approaches, teachings and knowledge.  Linkner points 
to the familiar and tell-tale signs that it’s time to empty your glass and start over.  These include phrases 
we’ve heard time and again at Temple, such as “we’ve always done it that way” or “that’s just the way it’s 
done around here.”  He makes the timely observation:

If we want to enjoy sustainable success in these tumultuous times, we need to clear out the old approaches 
to make room for the new.  Let’s focus on what’s possible instead of only the world as we already know it.  
Open-mindedness is a key ingredient in your efforts to conquer tough challenges and seize new opportunities. 

As I begin my presidency during these tumultuous times, I try to remain focused on simply moving forward and doing the next 
right thing.  I recognize that there is no step-by-step playbook on how to open your Temple after a global pandemic.  No, the glass 
really is empty, which provides us with unique and exciting opportunities for finding new approaches to how we do things rather 
than simply parroting what we’ve always done before.  So, help us write that book, as we rely on our medical experts and the 
broader Jewish community for input and recommendations.  Perhaps, you have a special expertise that can author a chapter – or 
just have ideas and suggestions of how we can come together for worship, learning and fellowship and, at the same time, best 
ensure our continued good health and well-being.   As we re-examine our previous practices and procedures with an open mind, 
we need your input.  We likely will be forming a committee or at least getting our experts and others together to ensure that 
we’ve covered all of our bases; your invaluable input and foresight will help us to get a head-start.

Undoubtedly, I will author the chapter on why more than ever we need our Temple and our faith during these times of uncer-
tainty.  We need them and we need each other, because they help to provide us with a sense of normalcy and stability, along 
with a belief that when this is over (and it will be over), we will all be ok.  Yes, a lot has changed in the last 6 months, but some 
things remain firm - your Temple family is still here waiting and planning for your safe return; our Rabbi Zerwekh is continuing to 
provide his wonderful spiritual guidance; your Temple leadership is working hard on your behalf as it develops its annual Strategic 
Plan; and our faith is stronger than ever.  These are things that will not change. 

Please join us as we fill our empty glasses with new and exciting possibilities.

Yihieh zeh Ratzon Haelohim - May it be G-d’s will.

Ruthanne Okun (248) 547-8893 or (248) 229-2709 
Rokun7@yahoo.com or Rokuntemple@gmail.com

All volunteers and skill levels are welcome-
-whether it is on our normal Sunday morn-
ing 9 – 11:30 am or any other time, please 
contact Deb Renner at (313) 320-4376 or 
dsl4dusty@ameritech.net. The harvested 
food is going to Yad Ezra and food pantries 
in Detroit. We have already donated lots of 
lettuce, kale, garlic scapes, squash, and tur-
nips. We are anticipating a bumper crop of 
cucumbers, beans, and tomatoes soon. 

CommunityGarden@Temple
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It’s summer, and Brotherhood, like everyone else up until a few months ago, thought that summer 2020 would be quite a bit 
different than it has turned out to be. While we don’t meet during the summer, we usually do have summer activities that involve 
meeting for baseball watching and eating. Baseball games are either the Detroit Tiger or Toledo Mudhen games. Sometimes mem-
bers attend Tiger games downtown. Other times we meet at a sports bar to eat, drink, talk, and watch the Tigers on the big screen 
along with other games on smaller screens scattered throughout the room. For Mudhen games we carpool down to Toledo. We 
have lunch at Tony Packo’s prior to the game, for man needs sustenance. (Woman does too, but this is – you know – Brother-
hood.)

In past years we have also held an occasional summer “Hot Dogs and Havdalah.” We were going to schedule a summertime 
“Steak ‘n’ Schmooze.” Don’t worry though. Both events will be scheduled for a future date, once people can safely gather  
together in public.

Like everyone else, Brotherhood will be back, and we will be engaged in fun and exciting pub-
lic activities that bring Temple members together and that benefit Temple. 

Look for us at the next Temple activity that requires popcorn. Brotherhood is fortunate enough 
to have more than one certified popcorn master* in our membership. That’s the reason that 
nobody can get enough of Brotherhood’s popcorn. 

And then there are Brotherhood’s world famous potato latkes. While other organizations buy 
premade latkes, we proudly do it the old-fashioned way. Every December we schlepp down to 
Eastern Market to buy many pounds of potatoes and onions. (We take a few minutes for lunch 
downtown. Don’t forget – sustenance.)  We then spend many oil-filled hours in the Temple 
kitchen creating 1200 to 1500 of these tasty Chanukah delights. I’m sure your mouth is water-
ing just reading about Brotherhood’s potato latkes. And don’t forget: we can always 
use more volunteers for cooking and cleaning.

We hope to see everyone together at Temple again soon. Until that time comes, Broth-
erhood will be biding our time, ready to step up again to serve Temple Emanu-El and 
Temple members.

 

*Please be advised that there is, to my knowledge, no such thing as a  
“certified popcorn master.” It does sound good though, doesn’t it?

AdultEducation@Temple 
The Adult Education Committee wants to keep you informed about what we are planning for 2020-2021.

Our plans are to have our Fall Sunday Morning Series via Zoom. We will be sending out information as we firm up our offerings. 
We promise that our presenters will be a variety of interesting topics per usual. 

Remember that in the past we have had a Nobel Prize winning scientist present on Climate Change, Bob Sedler--a Constitutional 
Law expert-- speak about topics including the Supreme Court, Jack Lessenberry’s take on the elections, talks about immigration, 
voting rights, transgender kids, and other compelling subjects. 

We will resume our in-person programming when we safely can. 

Our Spring Festival had to be postponed because of the pandemic. We have plans to hold it Spring 2021. Please stay tuned for 
the new dates. 

We appreciate your support over the years. 

Thank you,

Co-chairs

Elizabeth Zerwekh 
Susan Genden (interim)



A Sincere Thank You: We sincerely thank everyone for their generous contributions to our various funds. Your support allows us to 
continue offering our outstanding programs and services and helps us to support all members of our Temple Family. Thank you! If 
you have unused tribute envelopes, please recycle responsibly or feel free to return unused ones to Temple Emanu-El.

B’RAYSHEET NURSERY 
SCHOOL FUND
In Honor of:
Olivia Ceresnie’s Birthday
Johannah Ceresnie’s Birthday

Patty & Steve Ceresnie
BUILDING &  
MAINTENANCE FUND
In Memory of:
Jean Frincke

Ruthanne Okun
CANTORIAL SOLOIST’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of:
Dr. Marvin James Rosenthal

The Rose, Pulleyblank & 
Rosenthal Families

DR. WARREN EDER  
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
John E. Jacobs

Michael & Marcia Leibson
ANNE JOSPEY MEMORIAL 
SANCTUARY FUND
In Memory of:
John E. Jacobs

Susan Cohan
THE KLEIN FAMILY  
SPECIAL PROJECTS FUND
In Memory of:
John E. Jacobs

Sheldon & Donna Klein
EDGAR & CECELIA  
SCHLUSSEL SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
In Honor of:
Mary Ann Herman

Nan Halperin

GENERAL GIFTS FUND
General Donation:

Laura & Ed Cohn
In Honor of:
Gilda Jacobs for a speedy 
recovery
Linda Kayes for a speedy 
recovery

The Caring Community
In Memory of:
Lynn Cooper
Louis Egnater

Jeffrey Abt & Mary 
Paquette-Abt

John E. Jacobs
Jeffrey Abt & Mary 
Paquette-Abt
Dr. Randy Dean & Sam Stahl 
& Family
Jill & David Hart
Dr. Jerry & Elaine Laker
Robert & Anne Olender
TE Board of Trustees

Rosalyn Mermell
The Caring Community

Robert H. Renner
Linda & Dennis Kayes

BEVERLY GOLD MEMORIAL 
COLLEGE STUDENT FUND
In Memory of:
Matthew Leach

Carole Katz
LOIS GOODE  
NFTY SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of:
Harry Blumenthal

Joseph W. Blumenthal

Gifts&Memorials

LILLIAN GREENWALD  
ONEG SHABBAT FUND
In Honor of:
Sisterhood

Faith Robinson-Renner & 
Deb Renner

In Memory of:
John E. Jacobs

Judy Greenwald
Sharie Jaffe

MASON-STEINHARDT- 
JACOBS EDUCATION FUND
In Memory of:
John E. Jacobs

Fred Frank & Kathleen  
Alessandro
Mel & Ellie Natinsky

MUSIC FUND
In Honor of:
Gilda Jacobs,  
for a speedy recovery
Lynn Medow,  
for a speedy recovery

Miriam & Dan Medow
Marty Leibowitz for years of 
service as our president
Ruthanne Okun on your new 
role as our president

Dottie & David Gubow
In Memory of:
John E. Jacobs

David, Dottie, Jackie & 
Rachel Gubow
The Medow Family - Miriam, 
Dan, Mike, Jon & Zack

Cindy Penn
The Order & The Bills 
Families

PRAYER BOOK FUND
In Honor of:
Fred Frank’s retirement

Ann & Bruce Klein
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PRESIDENT’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of:
Marty Leibowitz for years of 
service to Temple

Linda & Dennis Kayes
Ann & Bruce Klein
Miriam & Dan Medow

Ruthanne Okun on becoming 
our new Temple president

Linda & Dennis Kayes
Miriam & Dan Medow
Marcia & Mitch Meisner
Carol Rosenfeld

In Memory of:
John E. Jacobs

Bruce & Linda Gordon
Judy & Alan Kessler
Bruce & Ann Klein
Marcia & Mitch Meisner
Linda & Steve Permut

RABBI’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of: 
Fred Frank’s retirement

Marcia & Mitch Meisner
In Memory of:
John E. Jacobs

Fran & Steve Barnes
Robin & Bob Gershman
Marsha & Chuck Owen
Dale & Jerry Rubin

David Miller
Flo Citarel

Robert H. Renner
Mel & Ellie Natinsky

Melvin Ross
Joyce Ross

David K. Scheer
Nancy Sheer & Tom Hulbert, 
Dan, Ben & Julia

BEA SACKS 
 SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In Honor of:
Dennis Kayes for years of 
service & retirement

Ann & Bruce Klein
In Memory of:
Dody Weil

Laura & Ed Cohn
Brovary Project:
In memory of John E. Jacobs

Laura Sacks Kohn & Martin 
Kohn

RUTH & MAXWELL STETTNER 
CARING COMMUNITY FUND
In Memory of:
John E. Jacobs

Joel Gershenson & Hilary 
Mellin

DR. MAURICE B. WEINER 
& DR. RICHARD A. WEINER 
MEMORIAL CHILDREN’S 
BOOK FUND
In Memory of:
Barbara Haines
Adele Strager

Jeffrey Weiner
BEATRICE & LOUIS  
WEINSTEIN ADULT  
EDUCATION FUND
In Memory of:
Eleanor Brady
Jean Frincke

Marcia & Mitch Meisner
John E. Jacobs

Doug & Barbara Kellerman
LEE & MORT WOLIN  
MEMORIAL AITZIM CHAYIM-
TREES ARE LIFE FUND
In Memory of:
John E. Jacobs

Denny & Jenny Patterson & 
Family

Funds Spotlight
Theodore D. Birnkrant  
Memorial Garden Fund
The Theodore D. Birnkrant Memorial 
Garden Fund was created in loving 
memory of Theodore D. Birnkrant, a 
past President of Temple Emanu-El by 
his wife Loris Birnkrant z”l.  The gar-
den has continued to grow and bloom 
over the years with many thanks to 
the Birnkrant’s daughter and son-in-law, Janet and Dr. Ellsworth Levine’s devotion and generosity as well as that of 
our Temple community.  This year it continues to feature perennials hostas and astilbes in addition to its decorative 
Japanese Maples.  We also pay a special thank you to Faith Robinson-Renner for its regular upkeep.



Event Calendar
Temple Emanu-El Michigan

August 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

      

1  
10:30am Morning Service
6:00pm (Virtual)
Havdallah and "Race in
America" conversation.
To pre-register click
link:
https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tZ
Mpc-
CqpzstGdE5BmjeQdO-Z-
O1YzCe-TLP

2  3  4  5  

7:00pm Build A Prayer
workshop-(virtual)
zoom meeting. To
register in advance,
click this link:
http://bit.ly/2YNbnzJ

6  7  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

8  
10:30am Shabbat morning
service and Bat Mitzvah of
Harper Stacey.
6:00pm (Virtual)
Havdallah and "Race in
America" conversation.
To pre-register click
link:
https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tZ
Mpc-
CqpzstGdE5BmjeQdO-Z-
O1YzCe-TLP

9  10  11  
7:00pm Executive Mtg.

12  
RSVP due to Virtual Shabbat
dinner
7:00pm Build A Prayer
workshop-(virtual)
zoom meeting. To
register in advance,
click this link:
http://bit.ly/2YNbnzJ

13  14  

6:00pm Virtual
Shabbat dinner with:
a kids portion at 5:15
pm led by Rabbi and
Shari Bills at Shabbat
Service

15  
10:30am Morning
Service with Howard
Sherman reading Torah
6:00pm (Virtual)
Havdallah and "Race in
America" conversation.
To pre-register click
link:
https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tZ
Mpc-
CqpzstGdE5BmjeQdO-Z-
O1YzCe-TLP

16  17  18  19  20  21  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

22  
10:30am Morning Service
6:00pm (Virtual)
Havdallah and "Race in
America" conversation.
To pre-register click
link:
https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tZ
Mpc-
CqpzstGdE5BmjeQdO-Z-
O1YzCe-TLP

23  24  25  
7:00pm Board of Trustees
Mtg.

26  27  28  
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service

29  
10:30am Morning Service

30  31  

     

TempleCalendarAugust2020
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If you are an Amazon shopper, please consider joining the Amazon Smile program. It  
allows you to shop as you normally would while Amazon donates 0.5% to Temple Emanu-
El of your eligible purchases. To register for amazonsmile, go to smileamazon.com. On 
account page click on the Change your charity link and find “Temple Emanu-El, Oak Park” 
and select that option. You should receive an acknowledgment.

Check the live calendar for daily updates on  
Temple’s website - emanuel-mich.org/calendar

High Holidays are Coming!   
Look for future mailings  

and communications



 Matthew J. Zerwekh Rabbi 
 Kelly Onickel Cantorial Soloist

 Joseph P. Klein Rabbi Emeritus
 Norman Rose, z’l Cantor Emeritus 
 Milton Rosenbaum z’l Rabbi Emeritus

 Abigail Goldfaden Interim Executive Director
 Abi Taylor-Abt Director, Education
 Eileen Brand Director, Early Childhood Community

 Ruthanne Okun President
 Robert Olender Vice-President
 Debora Renner Vice-President
 Jackie Bean Vice-President
 Stuart Trager Vice-President
 Daniel Steinhardt Treasurer
 Linda Hollins Secretary
 Martin Leibowitz Immediate Past President

14450 W. Ten Mile Rd. Oak Park, MI 48237-1438
www.emanuel-mich.org
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MI. and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Temple Emanu-El, 14450 W. Ten Mile Rd., Oak Park, MI 48237-1497.

Sponsor an Oneg, Kiddush or Wine & Cheese Oneg
in honor of a simcha—anniversary, birthday, graduation or other special event.  
Or, you may wish to honor the memory of a loved one.

The minimum costs of sponsorship are:  
Friday Oneg: $180 | Saturday Kiddush: $100 | Wine & Cheese Oneg: $180

We recognize our Oneg and Kiddush sponsors in the weekly service bulletin. It is  
possible for more than one family to sponsor. Please contact Barbara in the office  
for more information and to select a date.

Call 248 967-4020, ext 204 or email calendar@emanuel-mich.org


