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TheRabbi’sCorner
If you had the opportunity to read the letter you received from Marty
Leibowitz recently, you know that Temple Emanu-El is about to
undergo some transition. At the beginning of this month, Fred Frank
will be retiring after serving Temple Emanu-El as its Executive Director
for more than five years. I have known Fred since he served on the
Temple board as an engaged and caring congregant and we have been
fortunate to have Fred in our corner for as long as he has.
I personally am indebted to Fred for his help in my first year as your
new rabbi. From my first day at the Temple, Fred provided support,
perspective, advice, and some very good chocolate to me at a time that
it was very much welcome. Neither I nor Temple Emanu-El would not
be where we are today without Fred’s dedication and hard work over
the last five years.

Fri, December 6, 2019
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Service
recognizing World AIDS day
Oneg sponsored by Jewish Gay
Network and Social Action Committee
Sat, December 7, 2019
10:30 am Morning Service
Fri, December 13, 2019
7:00 pm Shabbat Service
Oneg sponsored by Sisterhood
Sat, December 14, 2019
10:30 am Morning Shabbat Service

Moving forward, I am looking forward to Abby Goldfaden’s
tenure as our Interim Executive Director. After serving as our
stellar Bookkeeper for the past 15 years, Abby brings a knowledge of our membership, the intricacies of our organization
and our community, as well as excitement and ideas that I am
optimistic will help us face our future in good hands.

Rabbi Matthew J.
Zerwekh

For everything there is
a season, and a time
for every experience
under heaven.
(Ecclesiastes)

As with all changes of this sort there will be a period of transition – as we do transition our Executive Director, we will be doing our best to communicate with temple members any changes they might expect. Please know that I, and
the Temple Emanu-El Board of Trustees, are here to answer any questions or address
any concerns you might encounter. Let us all give a big Thank You to Fred, and a big
welcome to Abby as they transition into their next phases.

Fri, December 20, 2019
7:00 pm Brotherhood Chanukah
Erev Shabbat Service
Oneg sponsored by Brotherhood
Sat, December 21, 2019
10:30 am Shabbat Morning Service
Aufruf of Kein Onickel & Michelle Flores
Kiddush lunch sponsored
by Cantorial Soloist Kelly and Harry Onickel
Fri, December 27, 2019
7:00 pm Chanukah Erev Shabbat Service
Oneg sponsored by Sisterhood
Sat, December 28, 2019
10:30 am Morning Service

Communicating with You!
We are always assessing the progress we are making at Temple Emanu-El. You may
recall a survey/questionnaire was distributed several years back. We used it as a
tool to allow our fellow congregants a way to communicate with clergy, faculty,
and staff to let us know what we are doing well and... not well; what changes you
like and... don’t like. We are currently going back and revisiting the information
and feedback that those of you provided us with. We are looking at what we
HAVE accomplished and what we continue to strive to accomplish. Last month
we asked for you to update your preferred mode of receiving information, i.e.,
snail mail or email-internet; and if your phone contact is up to date. There is still
time to let us know.
Next month, please be on the look out for a survey/questionnaire. We hope
you will take the time to complete it. We continue to always make ourselves
accessible and open to all constructive criticism. It does take a village and we
want that village to be the place you want to be.
If you have questions or comments,
please contact Jackie Bean - jwmcbean@yahoo.com.

OurTempleFamily

TorahStudy

IN MEMORIUM

with Rabbi Matt Zerwekh

Joel Kraus, October 27, 2019

Saturday mornings
@ 9:30 am.

Carole Weiner, wife of Ronald Weiner,
November 2, 2019

Coffee, tea, bagels
and cream cheese
provided.

Lois Falk, wife of
Dr. Stuart Falk, November 14

MAZEL TOV

To Barbara & Sani Zeevi, on the
November 4th birth of their
granddaughter, Rachel Ruth to
Dr. Nechama & Dr. Aaron Zeevi

RECENT ONEG/KIDDUSH
SPONSORSHIPS
Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood

The Temple Camping Group: Marcy
& Michael Benghiat; Vickie & Dave
Edwards; Liz & Joe Fallert; Nancy
Scheer & Tom Hulbert; Arlene & Aron
Kominars; Cantorial Soloist Kelly &
Harry Onickel; Sharon & Bruce Ozrovitz, Madelyn & Mike Phillips; Ruth &
Howard Sherman; Teri & Neal Silver
The Petts Family in honor of Henry
Petts’ Bar Mitzvah

DECEMBER KIDS BIRTHDAYS
Leo Abramsky
Wonare Burde
Alexandra Cook
Levi Findling
Levi Mast Frank
Alexis Jane Gross
Aria Gutman
Elliot Forrest Hoff
Liam Moser
Ruby Steinhart

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Stephen & Frances Barnes
Melvin & Sharon Ettenson
Michael & Laurie Gonte
Ian & Amy Greenspan
Jason & Janis Horton
Alan & Judy Kessler
Bruce & Ann Klein
Nevin & Sherry Rose
Hardy Segall & Eve Avadenka
Daniel & Susan Stettner

Temple Emanu-El 
Where You Belong!
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זיכרונם לברכה

YARTZEITS
DEC 1-7
*Theodore Birnkrant
Dorothy Diamond
David Drasnin
*Blanche Engelberg
Rick Fenster
Cindy Fuller
*Sol Goldberg
Sylvia Golds
*Herman Grand
Mitchell Gubkin
*M. Manuel Helfman
*Florence Heller
*Otto Hyman
*Dr. Martin Jacobs
Lottie James
*Fern Niman Keats
*Daniel Kellerman
*Joseph Klinsky
*Eugene H. Lastar
Joseph Miller
*Betty Owen
*Jack W. Parr
*Eleanor E. Poplack
*Becky Portnoy
Fara Riche
*Dr. Samuel Rosenfeld
*Benjamin Rosenthal
*Samuel Rubin
*Bertha Schwartz
*Helen Schwartz
*Jeanette Serlin
Herman Silver
*Gertrude Smaltz
*Ruth Starman Siegan
*Fannie Esther Taubman
*Marvin Weston
*Ruth Frank Winer
DEC 8-14
*Joseph Cohn
*Ralph Davis
Sandra Davis
Paul Ettenson
Norman Fershtman
Dr. Irving Fowler
Rose Matenky Fowler
*Elsie Gelman
Seymour Genden
*Myer Gerson
B. Rae Gillis
Elanada Glaze
*Robert Alan Golds

David Goldstein
*Dr. Joseph Goodman
*Natalie Goren
*Margo Duncan Howard
*Gloria Kelter
Oscar Klaper
*Lawrence Klein
*Rachel Chertoff Levine
*David Lichtenstein
“Dinny” Margolis
*Joseph Modell
Richard Rosenthal
Harry J. Ross
Leon Mischa Schlinger
Jerome Sedler
*Constance S. Seligson
*Sarah Shapiro
Fred Sherman
Joshua Short
*Jean Silverman
Aaron Samuel Slootsky
*Estelle Sobel
*Anne Steinbock
*Sam Tack
Sylvia Vulcan
Barbara Washelewski
Jennie Weinberg
Barry Weiss
*Margaret Weiss
*Louis Zalk
Sylvia Zeff
*Dora Zelickman
DEC 15-21
Elise Adler
Eugene Bower
*Marjorie Eckerling
*Dr. Warren Eder
*Roger Ettlinger
William Fasbinder
*Esther Feldman
*Magda Barna Fox
*Havis Frank
*Louis J. Friedman
Helena GoldhechtSzwarcman
Alexander Guttman
*Sarah Katz
*Max B. Kerner
Phyllis Kolko
*Jacqueline H. Malbin
*Louis Malkin
*Alfred Meisner
*Yetta Metz

*Albert Mulder
Lois Nisenson
*Jayne S. Oppenheim
*Frances Plotler
*Sidney Reibel
*Margaret Rosett
Morty Sauber
*Dr. Ralph Schwartz
Bertha Siegel
Marilyn Silver
Robert Silver
Jeanette Stovack
*Joseph Stralser
*Max Stulberg
*Bernard Trock
Florence Weiss
Ralph Weiss
*Melvin R. Yoffee
Nadia Zakalik
*Hyman Zalenko
DEC 22-28
Tali Aharon
*Lena Aiken
Paraschiva “Piri” Bartos
Pauline Bloom
*Dean Thomas Burrier
*Derek Caplane
*Stella Cole
*Anne Coleman
Frances Cutler
Louis (Lou) Damraur
Harold Finegood
*Hyman Friedman
Frank Gable
*Ditha Edith Gans
*Bess Goren
Doris Holberg
Howard Kallush
*Albert Samuel Kohl
*Jennie Luft
*Beatrice Meyer
Jack Nater
Irving Onickel
Morris Order
Lillian Padover
Julius Passerman
*Antoinette Purdy
Selma Rome
*Harold S. Schiller
*Martin Schmalberg
*Abel Sobel
Henry Strausz

Zichronam livracha
may their memories
be for blessing
*David Lee Tyner
Julius Washelewski
*Morton Wolin
*Abraham Zeidman
*Lois H. Zussman
DEC 29- JAN 4
*Fay Abrams
Minnie Cowen
*Charles Paul Druker
*Gregory Finegood
Pearl Fischman
*Bella Ruth Frank
*Rosella Friedman
Mary Goldman
*Alan Goodman
*Eli Gross
*Samuel Hamburger
*Ella Kaatz
Phyllis Kellerman
*Sidney Kessler
*Celia Schmier Kline
Herman Klonsky
*Shirley Korobkin
Sadie Lachar
Esther Lazar
*Harry Levitan
*Rose Levitan
*Sophia Losh
*Pearl Morton
*Yetta Moss
Hyman Natinsky
*Louis Owen
Chris Richard
*Marian Richter
*Maurice Roe
*Sol Rosenhaus
*Beatrice Sacks
*Rochelle Seidman
Isaac Sherman
Amy Margolis Silberman
Doris Sodders
Harold Tischler
*Sarah Esther Weisman
Lyn Wilson Frowine
Mamie Zacks
Robert Zager
*Ruth Wax Zeidman

*A light will be lit on our Memorial Board. If you wish to memorialize your loved ones in a special
way, consider purchasing a memorial plaque to be displayed in our Anne Jospey Sanctuary.
Each year, on the anniversary of their death, it will be lit as a remembrance. Contact the
Temple office at 248-967-4020 to make arrangements for this eternal memory of your loved one.

We are a family of families, keeping alive our cherished traditions by joyfully
sharing Jewish learning, spiritual celebrations, a nd a commitment to social justice.
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FromThePresident
THINGS ARE COOKING AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL!
There are a lot of things frying
here in the next two months
including our legendary Brotherhood latkes. The Chanukah
brunch is Sunday, December 22
and I’m looking forward to taking a break from my usual diet of
kale and stewed cauliflower. I’ll
probably bring some with me to
sprinkle on top of the latkes just
in case I miss it. January 19 can’t come fast enough for me
because that’s when the Music Committee presents “Gemini.”
If you haven’t seen them, they’re a must, and not just for
kids, but of course we need lots of them there too! The Adult
Education Committee is coming through as usual with two
great speakers this month and next-Ruby Robinson discussing
immigration rights, and Mike Rott on antisemitism.
Finally, I do have to mention our newest member to the
Temple Pet-Club, Zoey. Zoey is a perfect example of what
leadership is all about. She made sure her owner made a pledge
to the High Holiday Appeal, and personally brought it to the
office. Zoey, it’s animals like you that make Temple Emanu-El
a great place and I’m thinking “promotion.” What a dog.

AdultEducationwith
RabbiMattZerwekh
Israel Class Dates

1:00 PM Sundays
Only open to those
registered for Israel trip.
A few spots on the trip are
still open.
January 12
February 2, 16
March 1, 15
April 5

Introduction to
2020 Lunch & Learn
Judaism Part 1 (8 dates) God or is it G-d?
7:30 pm each Wednesday
in January and February
January 8, 2020
January 15, 2020
January 22, 2020
January 29, 2020
February 5, 2020
February 12, 2020
February 19, 2020
February 26, 2020
$100 non-members/
$72 members

(8 classes)

Tuesdays, noon in Room A
January 7, 14, 21, 28
February 4, 11, 18, 25
Free for members/
$18 non-members.
Bring your lunch.

See you when I’m out of the kitchen,

MusicCafé@Temple
Saturday, February 8, 2020
@ 7:00pm
at Temple Emanu-El, featuring

PIERRE FRACALANZA
Havdala, Dinner and Show

“With A Song in My Heart”

Sunday, January 19, 2020 @ 2:00pm
at Temple Emanu-El, featuring

GEMINI

“Music for Children and Families”
Free event, but donations to the
Music Fund are greatly appreciated.
Please RSVP by Thursday, Jan 16 to 248-967-4020
or TempleFamily@emanuel-mich.org
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the Musical Magic of Rodgers and
Hart. The hits of one of America’s
greatest writing teams and much
more.
$18 per person
Sponsorships available
$ 50 (2 tickets)
$100 (4 tickets)
$250 (6 tickets)
Please RSVP by Thursday, Feb 6 to
248-967-4020 or TempleFamily@
emanuel-mich.org
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YACHADReligiousSchool
Temple Emanu-El | Congregation Beth Shalom

Temple
Emanu-El

where everybody knows your name

where you belong

We have had a wonderful few months at Yachad so far this year.
Our community is continuing to grow and I am so proud both of
the strong number of younger students we are seeing throughout
the school and also of our 7th grade who are really stepping up as
leaders in our school community. Yachad is also blessed this year
with a good amount of madrichim (teen leaders) who have been
training and working hard to make a difference in our classrooms.

DECEMBER 7, 2019
YACHAD FAMILY SHABBAT
MORNING SERVICE, 10:30AM
Cong. Beth Shalom library

With Thanksgiving and the first snows behind us, my mind turns
to the concept of giving thanks. We all make choices in our lives
and I was considering the concept of snow. Whether you are happy
Education Director
about it or not, you still have the same amount of
Abi Taylor-Abt
snow in your life. Likewise, with any external events,
איזהו חכם הלומד
we have the choice to be positive and thankful, or
מכל אדם
not. In Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) there is a
Who is smart? He who
learns from everyone. quote by Ben Zoma that says “who is happy - he
Ben Zoma
who is content with his lot.” It’s cold outside and the
days are becoming shorter but I choose to look for the sunshine amongst
the clouds as we work our way through the seasons until once again the
renewal of spring is upon us.

JANUARY 10, 2020
EREV SHABBAT SERVICE,
7:00PM Temple Emanu-El
3rd, 4th and 5th grade
Yachad students participate

Yachad has had a couple of school Shabbat services and it is great to see our
students and there families here to celebrate Shabbat with us. Chanukah is
drawing near and I am excited for our Chanukah project later this month.
Chanukah is one of only two festivals that we celebrate that are not written in the Torah. The
other is Purim. It is no coincidence that they both commemorate triumph over adversity and as
such are both celebrated with joyous traditions. Our students are learning about the positivity
within our Jewish heritage through exploration, participation, and learning. We have been learning
about our history and traditions through differentiated learning in our classrooms, and Yachad is a
happy place to be!
Wishing you all a wonderful Chanukah full of light and laughter.

CHANUKAH BLESSINGS

עֹולם
ָ ֹלהינּו ֶמ ֶלְך ָה
ֵ ָברּוְך ַא ָתה ֲאד ֹנָ י ֱא
ֹותיו וְ ִצוָ נּו ְל ַה ְד ִליק נֵ ר ֲחנֻ ָכה
ָ ֲא ֶשר ִק ְד ָשנּו ְב ִמ ְצ

Ba-ruch a-ta, a-do-nai e-lo-hei-nu, me-lech ha-o-lam, a-sher
kid-sha-nu be-mitz-vo-tav, ve-tzi-va-nu le-had-lik neir shel chanukah.

עֹולם
ָ ֹלהינּו ֶמ ֶלְך ָה
ֵ ָברּוְך ַא ָתה ֲאד ֹנָ י ֱא
בֹותינּו ַביָ ִמים ָה ֵהם ִבזְ ַמן ַהזֶ ה
ֵ ֶש ָע ָשה נִ ִסים ַל ֲא

Ba-ruch a-ta, a-do-nai e-lo-hei-nu, me-lech ha-o-lam,
she-a-sa ni-sim lavo-tei-nu ba-ya-mim ha-hem ba-z’man ha-zeh.

For Chanukah history, stories, songs and recipes, visit: reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/hanukkah
-4-
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SocialAction@Temple
HAPPY CHANUKAH AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Here are some projects that the Social Action Committee is currently and will be
working on:
• Collection for refugee families – For the months of December 2019 and January
2020, we will be collecting new or gently used pots, pans, dishes, winter clothing (coats,
hats, gloves, etc.) for adults, teens, and children. We have partnered with Samaritas and
their Refugee Resettlement Program that serves Oakland, Macomb and Wayne Counties.
There are two donation boxes in the Temple lobby. Please help us with this worthwhile
project!
• World AIDS Day Shabbat Service – Join us Friday, Dec. 6, as we commemorate
World AIDS Day. The Social Action Committee is working with the Jewish Gay Network
to observe World AIDS Day (which actually falls on Dec. 1), to remember the millions of
people living with, and lives lost to the AIDS pandemic.
• Get out the vote – We have placed voter registration forms and information sheet in
the Temple lobby. Please feel free to take one of each for yourself or someone else who
may not be registered. Fill the form out, mail it or hand it into your local/township clerk
with any necessary documentation.
• Lighthouse (South Oakland Shelter) – Social Action Committee and Temple
Emanu-El will again be assisting Congregation Beth Shalom’s holiday project. They will
be hosting the homeless on-site, between Christmas and New Year’s. They are in need of
drivers, food servers, entertainers for their guests, and the laundering of guest sheets and
towels used during their stay. Please contact Social Action Committee Chairs if you are
able to participate.

Last year's coat doesn't fit?
A new hat you'll never wear?
Do you have unused pots,
pans, utensils or dishes?

- DONATE IT! Temple Emanu-El’s Social Action
committee is accepting new or gently
used kitchen items, outerwear and
clothing as part of our ongoing
partnership with Samaritas
Two designated boxes are located
by the far wall of the temple foyer.
Thank you in advance
For more information,
call 248-967-4020

• Light One Candle – Our annual Chanukah project with Jewish Family Service began
last month. This project supplies Chanukah gifts to families who
would otherwise not have anything for the holiday. We are implementing online selections this year for Light One Candle recipients.
The wish list and information about the project and how to participate can be found in the Rosen foyer. The family members are
divided by reference number, gender and age with an accompanying
wish list. Please wrap purchases in Chanukah paper, number the
package, then turn into the Temple office by Dec. 9, 2019.
• The Book Nook –
Suggested Social Justice reading: Walking with the Wind: A Memoir
of the Movement by John Lewis. Congressman John Lewis’ autobiography is a compelling, vivid remembrance of the people who led the
Civil Rights Movement and a tribute to the necessity of the work that
remains to be done today.
• Save the planet tips – Recycling at home: Be sure to wash and
rinse any food material left in the containers before recycling.
Keep an eye out for bulletins and emails for further information on
Social Action Committee projects. Hopefully you will find one or
more projects that resonates with you. Please help us make Temple
Emanu-El a responsible place to be!
If you have questions or would like to become involved with these
projects, please contact the committee chairs:
Sandy Goldberg:
sandragoldberg@yahoo.com or (248) 396-5072
Linda Hollins:
	 hollinscreative@gmail.com or (702) 701-4414
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Our annual Temple Emanu·El's Social Action Committee's
Chanukah protect with Jewish Family Service begins
Friday, November 15 through December 9, 2019
HOW DOES THIS WORK?
Use this link in your web browser: tinyurl.com/t7g2mwa
OR scan the code and it will take you to our online submission. You will need to enter your email and a submission receipt will be sent to you.
Please wrap purchases in Chanukah paper, number the
package (e.g.,: #3 or #llA #11B etc ___ if a recipient has
more than one). Turn in to the Temple office by Dec. 9,
2019
Questions? Please contact office at 248-967-4020
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EarlyChildhoodCommunity@Temple

WHERE OUR EXPERIENCE PROVIDES YOUR CHILD WITH THE BEST EXPERIENCE

We hope you all enjoyed Thanksgiving and had your fill of turkey. Now,
get ready to make room for latkes.
The Early Childhood Community will
be busy preparing for our Chanukah
celebration. Some of our families will
be invited to their child’s class Chanukah party where the celebration
will include lighting the Chanukah
Eileen Brand
menorahs, reciting the prayers, singing
our favorite songs, decorating cookies
and, of course, eating latkes. Our younger children will
celebrate within their classrooms. Children will be creating Chanukah decorations to share at home and learning
the significance of the oil that burned for eight days. As
Wendy Mogel tells us in The Blessing of a Skinned Knee,
“The modern version of this miracle is the recognition that
what we already have may be all that we need, and that
there’s even enough to share with others. It takes determination and self-discipline to teach these lessons to children,
but when you do, they’ll reward you by counting their
blessings instead of counting what they want and don’t
have.”
As you light Chanukah menorahs in your home,
remember that Chanukah celebrates freedom. The first
Chanukah candle is to be lit on Sunday, December 22nd.
As we enjoy the holiday, the beauty of our heritage will
glow with the Chanukah lights. Celebrating holidays at
home with family and friends creates a warm and loving
family time.
When parents come to their child’s classroom as a Shabbat
guest they often share with me how meaningful the experience is. The tradition of Shabbat makes Friday so special.
The beauty of our weekly service is that we introduce the
children to Sabbath rituals, while getting to know Rabbi
Zerwekh, or Rabbi Z as they refer to him. The music of
Shabbat is enjoyed by all.

Friday, December 20 @ 5:45 PM

Temple Emanu-El 14450 West 10 Mile Rd Oak Park, MI 48237

INFANT THROUGH 2ND GRADE CHILDREN
A child friendly Shabbat experience
with Rabbi Matt Zerwekh and guests
All Temple ECC families and other families with
young children are welcome. This Tot Shabbat
is followed by a complimentary meal.
Please RSVP by Wed., Dec 18 to 248-967-4020 or email
TempleFamily@emanuel-mich.org so we can plan for your meals
Upcoming Tot Shabbatot dates
January 17, 2020
February 21, 2020

ECC Family Shabbat Dinner

Thank you to all of our families for participating in our
annual hat and mitten drive. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated.
Here’s wishing everyone an upcoming year of good health
and peace. The last day of school before winter break
is Friday, December 20th. Classes resume on Monday,
January 6, 2020. Our staff is looking forward to a much
deserved rest.
From our family to yours, we wish you a Happy
Chanukah and a Healthy and Happy New Year.

Eileen Brand, Director,
Early Childhood Community
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Brotherhood News for December:
Excitement is mounting as Brotherhood announces
our annual Latke Sale and our Chanukah Brunch. If
you’ve had our latkes before, your mouth is probably
watering at the mere mention of these tasty treats.
Latkes are $18.00 per dozen and orders should be in
by Monday, December 9. Don’t wait! Last year we
sold out. Latkes will be available, fresh out of the fryer,
for pick up on Sunday December 15.
Latkes will be the food of the day at our Brotherhood
Chanukah Brunch on Sunday, December 22. There will
also be tuna salad, bagels, and other delicious brunchtime treats. The brunch begins at 11:00. Please RSVP as
last year we had to turn people away to make sure there
were enough latkes for everyone attending. The brunch
is $5.00 for adults and children over 12, $3.00 for
children 4-12, free for children three and under, or
$14.00 for the whole family. Please bring your
chanukiah, candles, and a dessert to share.
Due to the timing of Chanukah this year, our
Brotherhood Chanukah service will be a couple days
prior to Chanukah, on Friday, December 20. We will
be honoring our Cantorial Soloist, Kelly Onickel,
accompanist George Jonte-Crane and the Temple
Emanu-El Choir. Please join us.

Don’t make a mess in your kitchen!

buy the

BEST Latkes
on the PLANET!

BROTHERHOOD LATKE SALE: $18 Dozen
Order by Mon., December 9

TempleFamily@emanuel-mich.org . 248-967-4020

Pick-up Sun., December 15, 11:00am-1:30pm

Last Year Sold Out. Reserve Early

Brotherhood Chanukah Brunch

Sunday, December 22 @ 11:00am
Brunch with Brotherhood’s world famous
latkes! Please bring a dessert to share.
Bring your Chanukia-menorah
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
RSVP by Tuesday Dec. 17
to 248-967-4020 or
TempleFamily@emanuel-mich.org

$5.00 for adults & kids over 12
$3.00 for children 4-12
Kids under 4 free • Family: $14

14450 W. Ten Mile Rd. Oak Park, MI

Sisterhood@Temple
As Co-Presidents, Robin and I want to thank the
Women of WRJ, our Congregation's Sisterhood.
Since September 2014 our Sisterhood members
have provided a Sweet Shabbat by preparing
delicious, homemade baked goods or fresh,
healthy fruit trays for all of our Friday night
Onegs. Five years of welcoming Shabbat with
our Congregational friends and family. Words
cannot not fully express how thankful we are
for all of you who have been able to help.
You can help by volunteering to prepare a fruit
tray, baking or making a donation to the Lillian
Greenwald Temple Oneg Fund. You can also
Sponsor a Shabbat Oneg for a special Simcha
by contacting our Temple Office.

Books and Bagels
(all are welcome to join the

discussion)

THE PARIS ARCHITECT
by Charles Belfoure

Sunday Jan. 5, 10:00 am
The story of French architect Lucien
Bernard, who is paid to create temporary
hiding places for Jews in Nazi-occupied
Paris.The book reached The New York
Times best seller list in July 2015.

Rae Mandel
Sisterhood members, please remember to send your contact information
and $40 Sisterhood membership dues to Temple. WRJ Stronger Together.
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AdultEd@Temple
Timely Presentation On Confronting Climate Change
On October 27, 2019, Temple’s Adult Education Committee,
headed by Elizabeth Zerwekh and Doug Kellerman, opened
its Sunday Morning Speaker Series by hosting a co-winner
of the Nobel Peace Prize, geophysicist,
Dr. Henry Pollack, who presented on
the timely topic of confronting climate
change. Dr. Pollack was introduced as
someone who knows more about this
subject than almost anyone in the world,
and his credentials support that accolade.
He and his colleagues on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change shared
the Nobel Peace Prize with former Vice
President Al Gore in 2007. Dr. Pollack
Henry Pollack
currently serves as a professor of geophysics at U of M where, for decades, he
has been studying the earth and its changes. He authored the
book – “A World without Ice” – a publication which (as noted
on its cover) explains with clarity why the current and rapid
loss of ice throughout the world will result in serious consequences for the earth’s inhabitants in the not so distant future.
Professor Pollack highlighted the fact that we are living in a
period of rapid and noticeable climate change. Nature, which
he stated is apolitical, is constantly talking to us about this
phenomenon. The average temperature of the earth has been
rising during the past 150 years, and all-time heat records are
being set throughout the world – all the result of human action. Explaining the concept of global warming in terms that
even the non-scientific person can understand, Professor Pollack stated that carbon dioxide emissions – a greenhouse gas
- block out heat that is trying to escape the earth’s atmosphere.
The human factor of a marked increase of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere coupled with the rise in the surface temperature of the earth has caused the planet’s observed warming.
The consequence of global warming has resulted in a loss of
ice and rising sea level; more heat waves; an increase in the
intensity of storms and floods; and more severe droughts and
forest fires. We need only look around the world to observe
that thousands of the world’s glaciers have seen their retreat
due to warming. Further, we are losing ice in both Antarctica
and in Greenland, and much of that loss ends up in the ocean,
resulting in a rising sea level that is affecting the infrastructure
in such areas as the NE corridor.
Professor Pollack cited the Chinese proverb that “if you don’t
change direction, you’ll likely end up where you are headed.”
Referencing the Paris Accords that were reached in December
of 2015 and were designed to deal with the issue of climate
change, he cited the agreement amongst participating nations
to limit global warming. These Accords, however, did not result in mandates, but, instead, asked participating nations what
they would do to stay below an increase in the earth’s temper-
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ature. Dr. Pollack noted that such pledges are simply not enough
and, in most cases, they have not been kept. Further, in 2017, we
recall that President Trump took action to quit the Global Climate
Accord. In spite of this, some cities and states are acting voluntarily
to do what they can to reduce carbon emissions.
First and foremost, Dr. Pollack explained, we can all pledge to use
less carbon-based energy. We can seek to utilize energy more efficiently and conservatively and work to slow population growth. We
can work to develop alternate forms of energy, such as solar, wind,
nuclear or hydrogen-based; this is an avenue for us to create more
jobs. The crisis that has been created by climate change has also
resulted in an opportunity for us to be a leader in managing and
accelerating the transition from carbon-based energy to the energy
of the future.
Responding to questions, Dr. Pollack stated that without ice to act
as a buffer, a world-wide catastrophe will result. In his opinion,
DTE and Consumers Energy are committed to eliminating coalfired power plants in the future, but they are not acting fast enough
to de-commission existing plants.
Dr. Pollack closed by noting that, slowly but surely, we are working to de-politicize this issue. Asking rhetorically what will the next
40-50 years bring, Pollack responded that the “ball is in our court.”
The media is slowly catching on, and the issue of global warming
is gaining traction. As it does, we can no longer treat the issue as
business as usual.
The Sunday Morning Speaker Series will continue on December
8, 2019 when Ruby Robinson, Co-Managing Attorney, Michigan
Immigration Rights Center, will present on the timely and insightful topic of Changes to America’s Immigration Systems since 2017.
Please join us.

Take Advantage of the Last Great Tax Break
with your Charitable IRA Rollover
Support Temple Emanu-El
in a simple and easy way

If you are 70 or older, you can rollover up to
$100,000 from your IRA to Temple Emanu-El.
• To qualify, transfer must go directly to Temple
• Gifts made from your IRA (up to $100,000 per year) are not
reportable as taxable income
• The gift must be an outright gift, but can be used to satisfy
existing pledges
• The gift will qualify for your required minimum distribution
• Arrangements need to be made in advance of year-end
Contact the office at 248-967-4020 to make arrangements.
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MusicHappenings@Temple
December is always a crazy month and I have
written a few articles on the Chanukah/Christmas
dilemma. For many of our congregants, this time
of year can be challenging especially if you are an
interfaith family. So I thought I would write about
my first Chanukah/Christmas dilemma. Harry
and I had been married a little less than 2 months
and we were just establishing our home together
Kelly Onickel
Cantorial Soloist as a married couple. We had been together for 2
years but this was our first Chanukah/Christmas
together in our own home and it was my first Chanukah as a Jew,
having converted a couple of months prior. Luckily Chanukah was
early that year so it didn’t fall over Christmas, and like so many families, the majority of our celebrations were done outside of our home,
either at Harry’s parents, extended family’s homes or at Temple. I was
so excited to light my very own Chanukia that we received as a wedding gift. I placed it in my window and every night we’d light it and
sing the blessings. It was wonderful! When Chanukah was over, I suddenly felt inundated by Christmas without Chanukah to distract me.
I happen to love Christmas lights and kind of missed decorating my
house like I used to when I was a kid. Mind you, I hadn’t decorated
for Christmas for the past two Christmases and it hadn’t bothered me
before, I had to stop and ask myself why was it bothering me now?
The answer for me was that I was no longer on this middle of the road path with one foot on the studying to become Jewish
side and the other foot still lingering in my Christian past side. I had made the commitment, I was Jewish! Both of my feet were
permanently planted on the Jewish side of the road. I was saying good-bye to my Christian past and it was a little sad. Then a
few days before Christmas my mother and father came to visit and the first thing out of their mouth was “Where is your Christmas Tree?” I looked at them a little shocked and said “Mom, Dad, you understand that I am Jewish now and as a Jew we do not
celebrate Christmas?” “Of course,” My mother said “but that doesn’t mean you can’t put up a Christmas tree.” I really did not
know what to say. I didn’t want to get into an argument with them so I just smiled and left it at that. We spent Christmas much
like we spent Chanukah celebrating with my family. I did not put up a Christmas tree. But then the following year my son was
born and I thought oy! My parents will for sure come to visit and they are going to be so disappointed if I don’t have a Christmas tree. I talked to Harry about it and we decided that honoring ones father and mother was more important than fighting
over a Christmas tree, so we put one up. It was only up for a week and it made me crazy the entire week and to top it off my
parents didn’t come over. I continued to put up a tree for another couple of years for fear of disappointing my parents if they
came over. But it never happened because my parents never came to my house during Christmas. I stopped putting up a tree
and many years later I asked my parents why they never came over during Christmas. They simply said “Because you always
came to us so there was really no need.” I asked them if they remembered the tree incident and they had no recollection and
they said they just assumed that we did not celebrate Christmas in our home. I realized that is was my own insecurities keeping
me from fully emerging into my Judaism and I need those few years to build my Jewish history and traditions, and to realize I
no longer needed my past traditions as a cushion. I hope that as you navigate this month of December you find a meaningful
way to navigate your insecurities and celebrate your Jewishness!
Chag Chanukah Sameach!

P.S. Harry and I are celebrating the simchah of our son’s wedding beginning on Saturday, December 21st at 10:30 AM as we
celebrate with all of you blessing our son Kein Onickel and his fiancée Michelle (Shelly) Flores. Harry & I would like you all to join us
for this wonderful occasions. We are so blessed to have a wonderful extended family in all of you and we look forward to beginning
our celebrations with you. Please let us know if you will be joining us either by phone 248-388-0190, 248-967-4020, or by email
ChazanitTE@gmail.com, Music@emanuel-mich.org. We want to be sure we have enough food at the Kiddush for you all!
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Gifts&Memorials

A Sincere Thank You: We sincerely thank everyone for their generous contributions to our various funds. Your support allows us to
continue offering our outstanding programs and services and helps us to support all members of our Temple Family. Thank you!
If you have unused tribute envelopes, please recycle responsibly or feel free to return unused ones to Temple Emanu-El.
GENERAL GIFTS FUND
In Memory of:
Joel Kraus
The Caring Community
Julie Lightstone
Dora Schwartz
Dan & JoEllen Schwartz
Lloyd H. & Bertha S. Strausz
Jo Rosen
Evelyn Haddad Freiman
Joel Kraus
Laurie Janet Mandel
Jason Thomas
Glorya Traute
Carole Weiner
Judy Weiner
TE Board of Trustees
LILLIAN GREENWALD
ONEG SHABBAT FUND
In Memory of:
Elizabeth Norris
Carole Weiner
Judy Greenwald

LECH LECHA
OPERATING ENDOWMENT
In Memory of:
Daniel Patt
Howard B. & Nina Abrams
MUSIC FUND
In Honor of:
Chelsea Liebowitz’s engagement to Morgan Short
Judy Greenwald
Jon Medow & Elysse Schlein’s
wedding
Jackie & Jeff Bean
Kein Onickel & Shelly
Flores’ aufruf
Miriam & Dan Medow
In Memory of:
Bunny Behrmann
Joel Kraus
Judy Greenwald
Shirley T. Medow
Miriam & Dan Medow

NORMAN ROSE
CANTOR FUND
In Memory of:
Leon Dillon
Stephen & Sharon Dillon

Dustin Alexander Nowinski
Flo Citarel
Ida & Abraham Ettenson
Sharon & Mel Ettenson

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY
FUND
In Honor of:
Celia Kaechele
passing the Bar
Liz & Joe Fallert
Rabbi Matthew Zerwekh
Rochelle Friedman
In Memory of:
Joel Kraus
The family of Joel Kraus
Marshall Klaper
Steve Klaper & Mary Gilhuly

RABBI MILTON ROSENBAUM
EDUCATION FUND
In Honor of:
Gilda Jacobs on being
inducted into the HERStory
Women’s Hall of Fame
Leah & Dr. Dan Rosenbaum
BEATRICE & LOUIS
WEINSTEIN ADULT
EDUCATION
In Memory of:
Dr. Isidore & Gertrude Jackel
Michaelyn Silverman

LEE & MORT WOLIN
MEMORIAL AITZIM CHAYIMTREES ARE LIFE FUND
In Honor of:
Penn Harris Patterson
Fran & Steve Barnes
ZUSSMAN-UNGER YOUTH
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Honor of:
Tyler Mann
TE Board of Trustees

SundaySpeakers@Temple
Talks start at 10:00AM. Bagels, tea and coffee included.

SUNDAY DECEMBER 8, 2019

SUNDAY JANUARY 12, 2020

RUBY ROBINSON,
Co-Managing Attorney, Michigan
Immigration Rights Center

MIKE ROTT, filmmaker

Why the Bleep Do They
Hate Us? A Young Filmmaker
Struggles to Explain
Antisemitism in Today’s World

Changes to America’s
Immigration Systems Since 2017
Ruby Robinson is a graduate of Wayne State U. Law School. He is
currently Co-Managing Director of the Michigan Immigrant Rights
Center based In Ypsilanti. He specializes in immigration relief for
victims of domestic violence and crime.
From the beginning of Donald Trump’s presidential term, there
have been dramatic changes that have altered almost all aspects of
America’s immigration system. This has occurred without Congress
enacting a single law. We will examine what has occurred and what
may yet happen, while providing time to answer your questions.

Mike Rott is a producer and a director for “The
Luft Ganster: Memoirs of a Second Class Hero,”
an award-winning documentary about the life and
legacy of Tuskegee Airman (“Rad-Tail”) fighter
pilot, WWII Nazi P.O.W. and eyewitness to the
atrocities at Dachau concentration camp, Lt. Col.
Alexander Jefferson.

Sponsor an Oneg, Kiddush or Wine & Cheese Oneg
in honor of a simcha—anniversary, birthday, graduation or other special event.
Or, you may wish to honor the memory of a loved one.
The minimum costs of sponsorship are:
Friday Oneg: $180 | Saturday Kiddush: $100 | Wine & Cheese Oneg: $180

telling the story of Israel and the Jewish World
recognize
our Oneg and Kiddush sponsors in the weekly service bulletin. It is
Led byWe
Rabbi
Matt Zerwekh

possible for more than one family to sponsor. Please contact Barbara in the office
for more information and to select a date.
Call 248 967-4020, ext 204 or email calendar@emanuel-mich.org
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Event Calendar

Temple Emanu-El Michigan

TempleCalendarDecember2019
December 2019
Sunday
1

Monday
2

8

3
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school

YACHAD Religious
School break

9
9:00am - 10:30am
K'Tanim
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
10:00am Sunday
Morning Speaker
Series: Ruby
Robinson, CoManaging Attorney,
Michigan
Immigration Rights
Center, "Changes to
America's
Immigration Systems
Since 2017"

15

22

7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school

23

Chanukah: 1 Candle

11:00am
Brotherhood Latke
Brunch

29

Chanukah: 2 Candles
ECC No School - Winter
Break

17

24

30
Chanukah: 8th Day
ECC No School - Winter
Break

YACHAD WINTER
SCHOOL BREAK

TLC WINTER SCHOOL
BREAK

5

Christmas Eve

Chanukah: 3 Candles
ECC No School - Winter
Break

19

Christmas Day

Chanukah: 4 Candles
ECC No School - Winter
Break

YACHAD WINTER
SCHOOL BREAK

31

13

URJ Biennial in
Chicago

URJ Biennial in
Chicago
7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service oneg sponsored
by Sisterhood

20
5:45pm Tot Shabbat
7:00pm Brotherhood
Chanukah Erev Shabbat
Service oneg sponsored
by Brotherhood

26

27

Chanukah: 5 Candles
ECC No School - Winter
Break

Saturday
7

7:00pm Erev Shabbat
Service recognizng
World AIDS day
followed by oneg
sponsored by Jewish
Gay Network and
Social Action

4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School
7:00pm - 8:30pm Choir
@ Anne Jospey
Sanctuary

25

Friday
6

12

URJ Biennial in
Chicago
4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School
7:00pm - 8:30pm Choir
@ Anne Jospey
Sanctuary

18

7:00pm Adult Ed mtg.
7:00pm Religious Cte.

Thursday

4:30pm - 6:00pm
YACHAD Religious
School
7:00pm - 8:30pm Choir
@ Anne Jospey
Sanctuary

11

7:00pm Executive Mtg.

TLC WINTER SCHOOL
BREAK

Chanukah: 8 Candles
ECC No School - Winter
Break

Wednesday
4

7:00pm Music Cte. Mtg

10
7:00pm - 9:00pm TLC
school

16

URJ Biennial in
Chicago
7:00am - 2:00pm Latke
Fry
9:00am - 11:30am
YACHAD Religious
School
9:45am - 11:00am
Social Action mtg.
10:30am - 11:30am
YACHAD Family
Education

Tuesday

Chanukah: 6 Candles
ECC No School - Winter
Break
7:00pm Chanukah Erev
Shabbat Service oneg
sponsored by
Sisterhood

9:30am Torah/Haftarah
Study
10:30am Shabbat
morning service

14
URJ Biennial in
Chicago
9:30am Torah/Haftarah
Study
10:30am Shabbat
morning service

21
9:30am Torah/Haftarah
Study
10:30am Shabbat
morning service with
Kein Onickel & Michelle
Flores' aufruf

28
Chanukah: 7 Candles
ECC No School - Winter
Break
9:30am Torah/Haftarah
Study
10:30am Shabbat
morning service

New Year's Eve

ECC No School - Winter
Break

Check the live calendar for daily updates on
Temple’s website - emanuel-mich.org/calendar

If you are an Amazon shopper, please consider joining the Amazon Smile program. It allows you to shop as you normally would while Amazon donates 0.5% to Temple EmanuEl of your eligible purchases. To register for amazonsmile, go to smileamazon.com. On
account page click on the Change your charity link and find “Temple Emanu-El, Oak
Park” and select that option. You should receive an acknowledgment.
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Periodical
Postage

Temple Emanu-El

PAID

where you belong

at Detroit, MI
and additional
Mailing offices
Permit No. 0443870

14450 W. Ten Mile Rd. Oak Park, MI 48237-1438
www.emanuel-mich.org
Matthew J. Zerwekh Rabbi
Kelly Onickel Cantorial Soloist
Joseph P. Klein Rabbi Emeritus
Norman Rose, z’l Cantor Emeritus
Milton Rosenbaum z’l Rabbi Emeritus
Abigail Goldfaden Interim Executive Director
Abi Taylor-Abt Director, Education
Eileen Brand Director, Early Childhood Community
Martin Leibowitz
Richard Gold
Debora Renner
Jackie Bean
Susan Stettner
Daniel Steinhardt
Lynn Cooper
Ruthanne Okun
Dennis Kayes

President
Vice-President
Vice-President
Vice-President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
President-elect
Immediate Past President

HIGH HOLIDAYS APPEAL 5780
NOW is the Time
The Days of Awe are upon us. We begin the new year with an
overall commitment to use our tools, talents and resources to
best benefit our Temple Emanu-El community. We ask for your
support.

A Culture of Giving
When we as a community say, “this is important to us,” we
proudly prioritize our faith in the community and the world. The
continuation of Judaism in our homes and in our community
is vital to our existence as a people. To this end, we continue
our tradition of a High Holidays Appeal.

Thank You!
We do not like to ask for money, and we wish we didn’t have
to. We do ask, however, that each of you do your best and
join us in supporting our Temple Emanu-El community. The
Torah does not give us a pass on doing Tzedakah.
We do not accept monetary donations on Rosh HaShanah
and Yom Kippur, so please return this pledge card by mail
or leave it as you enter or exit our sanctuary.
May each of us be inscribed for a Good Year!
L’Shana Tova

HIGH HOLIDAYS APPEAL 5780
I am pleased to assist Temple Emanu-El with my contribution
Name ____________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
City _____________________________ State ______ Zip _________
___ $72

___ $225

___ $360

___ $1,000

___ $1,800

___ Check

___ VISA

___ $500

___ other $_______
___ MasterCard

___ Amex

Card No. ____________________________________ Exp. ________
Zip Code _________________

CVV _____________

Please hand this donation form to an usher or staff member,
place in one of the designated boxes, mail to Temple
Emanu-El, or donate through our website. Thank You!
14450 West 10 Mile Oak Park, MI 48237 • 248-967-4020
www.emanuel-mich.org

